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FREE-THINKER. 

N°5<J. fi-idaj, Oaot. }. i-ji2. 

&th'(fr ipfa Roma t}iribus rttit* HoR* 



I A M glad, I can open This Half* 
I year With congratulating my Difr 
I ciples upon the Spreading of Fref-* 
E Thinkings in a Neighbouring Na- 
tion. This Vertue, fo formidable to Bigotry 
and Superftition, daresj every Day, more and 
more, to fliew It fclf openly in Trance. Great 
Numbers of the Clergy, as well as Laity, 
have run the Rifquc of being called lieretkh i 
a Nick-name, appropriated, by a Succejfton of 
tnfal^ble Old Msn^ ro All fuch, as make any 
A 2 dire^ 
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diredt Steps towards True Chriftianitj. This 
unexpe^ed Declaration of fo confiderable a 
Part of the GalUcan (Jhurch^ againft Spiritual 
Ufurpation and Tyranny, fliould animate Us 
to Think like Men upon all Occafionsj that 
we may not (to the Diihonour of GreauBri^ 
tain) be fiirpafled by any Nation in the 
World, in any Sort of Vertuous Freedom* 

I T is obfervablc, That all the Tyranny, 
which has ever yet been Eftabliihed over the 
Minds of Men, has been (and probably will 
be) upon certain Conjun^res, the Caufe of 
its own Defirudion : And the very Methods, 
the Enflavers of Humane Reafon have taken 
to encreafe and preferve their Power, have 
proved the only Means, whereby It could 
be iuccefsfiilly overthrown. W^ hat happened 
about the Times of the Refonnationy when 
Men firft began to fliake off the Yoke of P(h 
perj^ will juftify the Truth of this Obferva- 
tion. 

B E F o R E the Year Fifteen Hundred, the Se- 
cular Interefts of Princes, were fo interwoven 
with the Spiritual Ufurpations of the Court 
of Rome, that (though the whole World was 
weary of the Bondage) yet none of the Po- 
tentates durft fo much as entertain a Thought 
of Openly Aflerting the Liberties of Man- 
kind* 



N^5<^ TJ^tf Free-Thinker, 5 

kind. The Forreign Leagues and Domeftick 
Fa&ions^ which the Policy of the Court of 
Rome was able to Form agaioft any Prince, 
made every one of Them always willii^ to 
keep Meafures with That Court : Neither did 
any Prince ever venture at a Total Separation 
from the Papal Authority, without being dri- 
ven to it, by the Imprudent and Infuppor ta- 
ble Iniblence of the Court of Rome. 

How long did our King Henry the Vlllth, 
(though One of the mod Potent Princes in 
Chrifiendoin) bear with the vexatious Delays of 
the fbrementioned Court, in the AflEiir of his 
Divorce } And even in the midft of his Me- 
naces, and higheft Refentments, did he retain 
a Difpofition to reconcile himfelf to It : 
Neither had be^ at la((, ieparated himielf from 
the Communion of the Church of Roine^ if 
he had not been forced to that Expedit^nt^ by 
the Precipitation of the Tope in pronouncing 
his Final Judgment agatnft him. Had the 
Uobf See proceeded with its ufual Dilator! nefs 
in that Affair ,- nay, had his Holineff but fuf- 
pended his Judgment for Three Days^ the 
Reformation in England had^ in all Humane 
Probability, been prevented : Since the MeC- 
fenger, who carried the King*s Letters of Sub- 
miiTion to That See^ was then adually upon 

A 3 the 
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the Road ; and hindered by an Accidental (I 
may fay Providential) Severity in the Wea- 
ther, from arriving at Romey before the Judg- 
ment was pronoiinced. 

This impolitick Procedure in the Councils 
of the Pope^ at That Junfture, was owing to 
his Partiality for the then hnferial Faftion: 
And (if we may judge from what now apr 
pears in the Kingdom of France) the like Parr 
tiality of the Prefent Pope, in Favour pf the 
Sfamjh Fadion, may (not improbably) produce 
a refcmbling Effect : Since the Brief of Separa^ 
tion (lately Publiflied by his HoUnefi) from the 
Communion of Thofe, who have refiifed to 
accept the Conftitution Unigenitus^ is not only 
contrary to the Privileges of the Gallican 
Church ; but fcems calculated, likewife, for 
inlifting a Party to fupport the Pretenfions of 
the King ofSpain^ to the Regency and Crown 
of France: And, confequently, as It forces 
the Non-acceptant Party of That Kingdom, 
jealouily to efpoufe the Interefts of the Duke 
Regent i it will, likewife, engage Him to 
fupport Them, prqm whence (if a Party, 
countenanced and encouraged by the Govern- 
ment, may hope for Succefs) Events may be 
ejcpededj that may provQ fatal to the Papal 
Power, 

How- 
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However; I would not have my DiTcipIes 
too Sanguine in forming Expe^tlons of this 
Nature : Since (if Hiftory does ttot deceive vs) 
moft Princes of that Communion^ ibftead of 
making it their Glory to defend the Liberties 
of Mankind^ have beea inclitieable to com- 
pound for them with the Uofy SeCy by obtain- 
ing fome Private Advantages for Themfelves • 
thereby &aring the unrighteous Gain of Ty- 
ranny, and mutually afli^ing Each Other to 
pillage the People. 

France has fumiflied us with a famous Ex» 
ample of This Difpofition in Princes. Francis 
the Firfty though bound by his Coronation 
Oath, (and likewife by Leagues^ with our 
King Henry the Vlllth) to maintain the Ec- 
cleliaftical Liberties of his Kingdom ; having 
by an Appearance of uniting in the Defigns of 
Henry the Vlllth, made Himfelf Formidable 
to the Court of Rome i did, to facilitate his De- 
figns in /wfy, give up the Pragmatick Sanation; 
which had been Eftablilhed for Law, in France^ 
after the moft folemn Manner, in Confe- 
quence of the Councils of Confiance and Ba- 
fih The Pragmatick Snn^iion was made in the 
Year Fourteen-Hundred and Thirty-Eighty by 
Charles the Vllth of France ^ and laid afide in 
the Beginning of the Reign of Lewis the Xlth, 

A 4 his 
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his immediate SuccefTour : But, the faid Lewir^ 
towards the End of his Reign, quarrelling 
with the Court of Rofne^ It was again refto- 
red, and put in vigorous Execution. 

That my Readers may underftand, in a few 
Words, how far the Liberties of the Church 
of France were concerned in That SanSlion ; 
they muft know, that It did eflfedually take 
away all the Lucrative Parts of the Fapal Ty- 
ranny ; and, in the Stead of the SanSiion^ was 
Eftabliihed the fiimous Concordat: By which 
tvery Thing, that was advantageous to the 
People, in freeing them from the Heavy 
Cburch'Taxefy was entirely given up; and 
the Plunder^ moft orthodoxly, divided be- 
tween the King and the Pope. 

It is by no Means furprizing, that fiich 
^ardihips fliQulfl be impofed upon the People, 
Jn a Countrey, wherp eyery Thing is in the 
pifpofal of the Crown : B^t, it is aftonilhing, 
that in a Frpe Nation, happy under a Prince 
more zealous to maintain the Privileges of 
the Subjeft, than his own prerogatives ; the 
People flipuld ever rebell for ^laycry ; and con- 
tend, morg eagerly, to re-eftablifh the Tyran- 
ny of Popery, than the Brave Spirits of France 
now ftrive tq yindicate their Liberty in Rf li- 
gious Matters. 

'Monday^ 
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She Reafam faintly^ whom her Heart deceiver ; 
/hid what Jhe moft Defires^ Jhe tnofi Believes. 
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H E following Epiftle has given me 
an Opportunity of appropriating 
this Moming*s Entertainment to 
the Ladies* 
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S I Ry September 25. 1718. 

^ T Wifli I had never read your Leftures 

* X upon * Doubting. Ever fince I can re- 
< member any Things I have been always told, 

* that I was a very pretty Mifs, and a fweet 

* Poppet : And, fince my Riper Years, I have had 
f it daily fwom to me, by many of good Credit, 



♦ N^ 481 50. 
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^ That I am divinely Handioine. I prateft to you^ 
^ I never heard the Cbntniry horn Aoy Man : 
^ And, as for Thofe of my own Sex, who have 
' criticized me ; I lo<^ upon Them to be pre- 
^ jodiced Perfbns. For tfaefe Reafons^ I have 
^ hitherto taken my Beauty for granted ; and 
^am ib firoi^y confirmed in a fiivourable 
^ Opmioo of my own Charms, that I cannot 
^find in my Heart to entertain the leaft 

* Doubt about their Pfcrfedtion. And yet. Sir, 
^ your Aiguments for the Reafonablenefs of 
^Doubting, are fo plain, that I cannot be 
^ thoroughly at Eafe, till I am (if poflible) 
^ more unqueftionably iacisfy*d of a Trudi, on 
^ which my Happinefs depends. 

^Therefore, dear Mr. free'Tbinker^ foce 
^ you ai^ the only Man, who I am fuie will 

* not flatter me ; I defire your Judgment upon 
^ my Perfon. I flull be next Saturday at the 
^ Play, in a Front Row i and will (end you a 
^ Note, as foon as I am determined about my 

* Drefs, by which your Eye may iingle me 
' out, and you ftill remain a Fairy Philofo-^ 
5 pher to 
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Madam, September ^o. lyiS* 

YO U will fee, by my Anfwer to Yours, 
that I have been fo punftual in com- 
plying with your Requeft, that I am apt to 
believe, you will not Favour me with An- 
other, in hafte. I went early to the Play- 
Houfe, on the Twenty-Seventh Inftant, and 
feated my felf in the Center of the Prt j 
wher^I continued during Three A€ts : After 
this, I contemplated you in Both the Side-* 
Boxes^ through the Two Laft Ads. This I 
did, that I might have a Profpeft of you on 
all Sides ; in order to give my impartial 
Judgment of your Entire Compofition. 
Upon the Whole ; I can make no Exceptions 
to your Stature and Shape : Neither can I rc- 
fufe owning, that you are juftly propor- 
tioned. Your Features are regular ; your 
Lineaments delicate ; and your Complexion 
is in the Blopm. I obferved your Motions 
upon your Entrance, and your feveral Atti- 
tudes through the whole Play ,• fitting, (lan- 
ding, and leaning upon your Arm. So that, 
I can fet your Heart at Rpft, on the Word of 
a Philofopher, by pronouncing you a Genteel, 
Fine, Beautiful Woman. 
^ I dare fay, you will not fufpeft me hither- 
l to of Flattery i and hqpe, you will not 

^ think 
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think me Rude in what follows. Believe 
me, They, who have told you fo much of 
your Beauty, have not been your Friends : 
Had you beard Lefs of it, you had been ftill 
more Beautiful; or, which is the fame in 
Efied, much more amiable. An obierving 
Eye may difcem, that you imagine your felf 
the Fineft Woman in the Nation ; And, had 
you not the Misfortune to think fo; per- 
haps, not Many could ftand in Conf^tition 
with you. When Vanity has once taken 
PolTeflion of the Heart, it will betray it felf 
in the Countenance ; and foon baniih Thence 
that Innocent Look, that Virgin Modefty, 
which is the Soul of Female Charms: If, 
therefore, you covet the Admiration of 
Others,' you muft learn not to Admire your 
Self. You may remember, that your Atten- 
tion was fo wholly divided between your 
own Perfon, and the young InJigmficMts in 
the Side-Boxer^ that the Pleafant Humours of 
Falftaff did not extort one judicious Smile 
from you. 

* After This, I muft be fo juft, as to let 
you know, that my Fames have informed me 
of fome Particulars relating to you, which I 
ihall endeavour to turn to your Advantage. 
You are at your own Dilpofal j and are Mi* 

* ftrefs 
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ftrefc of a Fortune, which, difcreetly mana-* 
ged, is Efficient to make you Eafy, in any 
State of Life. In the mean Time, Madam, 
you Dreis,not only above your Circumftance^ 
but above your Condition. The rich Sprig of 
Diamonds, that fparkles in your Hair, prog«- 
nofticates much future Mifery : It is more 
than probable. That Extravagance is not un* 
accompany'd with Others : you may be aflu-^ 
red. It will never recommend you to a wife 
Man; and, a Fool can never make you Happy. 

* Since I have ventured thus far into a Phi- 
loTophical Freedom with you ; I ihall attempt 
to render my Services com pleat, by giving 
you a Few Rules concemin^FmaU DoiAting; 
the Obfervation of which can never be of 
any Prejudice to you j and may make you 
think kindly of the Free-Thinkcr^ hereafter. 

' In the Firft Place ; I would advife you to 
Doubt very much about your Beauty. It is 
a Tender Flower, fubjcd to a Thoufand Ac- 
cidents ; and at beft, of no long Duiation : 
Therefore, your wifeft Condud will be to 
fecure to yt)ur fclf fome lefs Precarious Per- 
fe^ions ; which may ripen from Day to Day, 
as your Bloom goes otf, and amply fupply 
its Place: Juft as you fee, in Flourilhing 
f Trees, the Fruits fucceed the Bloilbms. 

* Believe 
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* Believe nothing, Implicitly, frdm the Men i 

* Doubt of every Thii^, they fay : Depend 
^ upon it, you are not half fb accompliflied, as 
^ fome Men would have you imagine your felf 
^tobe. 

^ A young Fellow may be well-ihaped j may 

* Drels well j Dance well j and, perhaps. Sing 
^-agreeably : And yet, you may be very much 
^ deceived, if you make no Doubt of his be- 
^ ing a Man of Honour, and a compleat Gen-^ 
^ tleman* 

^ When Addrefles are made to you, above all 
^ Things, Doubt of Oaths and Proteftations4 
^ A Lover often deceives Himfelf ; and knows 

* not to Day, what he may like to Morrow. 

* Laftly ; Doubt of your own Choice. LeC 

* the general Approbation of Grave and Ex-^ 
^ perienced Perfons guide you, in your Judg- 
^ ment of the Man, you intend for a Husbands 
^ Be your Charms never fo extraordinary, they 
^ will not be fufiicient to fix a Man of Levity. 

^ In Juftification of my felf, I beg Leave to 
^ add 5 That you will wrong me, if you Doubt 

* of my being your fincere Friend : ?Vnd^ I hope, 

* by a right Ufe of my Thun-Dealing^ you will 
< give me Reafon to be. Madam, 

Tour Admirer y 

The Free-Thinker# 
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N^58. Frid^, OM. 10. lyiS. 



Terdifcmdmn Jus Civile ,• copiofiende Leges j 
percipienda Qtmis Antiqmtm ,• Senatmia Gmfue^ 
tuddy Dif:ipliM Reipuldic^y cognofienda ejl. 

CicER. L. I. de Orat. 




TASK, Lightly taken up, is ge- 
nerally as Lightly laid aiide; or, 
at kaft, Rem% performed. The 
Frei-ThinAer did not attempt to 
diiperle bis Ledures through the Nation, with - 
out having, a confiderable Time be&re-hand, 
examined the Integrity and Reiblution of his 
own Heart ; the Two main Qualifications in a 
Work of Tliis Nature. Hence it is, that in 
the Topicks, which are of the greateft Mo- 
ment, he has obferved a Method, which he 
had planned out to Him(elf, from the Begin- 
ning. For this Reafon likewife, in Treating 
of the various Subjeds, which have fallen un- 
der his Confideration, he has endeavoured to 

preferve 
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preferve the Dignity of his Charader : Neither 
giving into Indecent and Unmanly Levities, 
on the one Hand ; nor into a vicious, uhfoti- 
able Aufterity, on the other : Neither appro* 
ving the Opinions and Pra^ices of Some ; nor 
condemning the Sentiments and Adions of 
Others } any farther, than He thought was jufti- 
fiable upon the Principles of Truth and Virtue^ 
and the Plain Notions of Common Senfe. 

I have (more than once) hinted to my Rea* 
ders i that I have a long Courfe to run. I 
have, hitherto, dealt moftly in Generals : Nei- 
ther is the Time yet come, for mc to lay 
open feveral Particular Truths and Errours, 
which are proper to be made known to a Free 
People ; and without the Knowledge of 
which, their Freedom cannot be enfured. I 
have, hitherto, induftrioufly declined (amongft 
other Things) to open a Set of Leifures upon 
Tolitkks i and might have deferred my Inten- 
tion, yet a while $ did I not confider the violent 
Propenfity of my Fellow*Subje^s to the Study 
of Them. By this Confideration, I have at 
laft been determined to begin, this Day, to gra- 
tify their Inclination in this Point : And &all 
henceforward prefent my Countreymen, from 
Time to Time, with fuch Leffons inPoUtkkfj 
as I hope will be conducive to render this Pre^ 

vailing 
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vailing Humour of theirs lefs Detrimental. 
however, if not more Advantageous, to the 
Publick. 

There never was a Time, I believe, in 
England, when the Original of Government 
in General, has been fo much the Subjea of 
Writing and Difcourfe, and the Particular 
Frame of the Conftitution, under which we 
live, fo little underftoodj as it has. been of 
Late, and is at Prefent. Scarce a Month paf- 
fes, but fome Authour prefents the World with 
a Scheme, in which he undertakes to ihew> 
from the State of Nature^ the particular Man*- 
ner, in which Society was Firft formed i and 
to give a general Plan of the Principles, up* 
on which (in his Opinion) all Governments 
were Originally founded. This Specimen 
of his Abilities exhibited 5 He is wonderful* 
ly fatisfy'd with Himfelf, and immediately 
fets up for a Politician of the Firft Rate* 
But, it never enters into his Head, that in Or* 
der to be a Politician in England, it would be 
of fome Ufe to him to confider. How That 
Particular Form of Government (on the En* 
joyment of which our Liberty depends) cariie 
Originally into the World; and likewife to 
acquire fome Knowledge of thofe Principles, 
on which It is Really founded^ 

V 1. II. B J« 
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It would be very difficult to aflign the True 
Reafon of This great Negleftj, which is fo ma- 
nifeft in almoft All our Political Writers ; and 
therefore, I Ihall not attempt (neither will it 
be needful) to give any other, than that na- 
tural Tendency there is in Mankind, to avoid 
One Extream by running into Another. Be- 
fore the Late Happy Resolutions the Defed 
we laboured under was, that the General 
Principles of Government were not fufficiently 
confidered : This Defed became yet more grie- 
vous to us, by the Falfe Gloflfes and Interpre- 
tations, which fome Political Writers of thofe 
Times did defignedly put upon feveral Pafla- 
ges in Ancient Authours, who have treated 
of the Laws of England^ and particularly of 
fuch Laws as related to the Power and Pre- 
rogative of the Crown. And thefe are the 
True Reafbns, why the Generality of our 
Clergy, and People, did imbibe Notions, al- 
together Inconfiflent with Publick Liberty. 
Since that Time, our Misfortune has been of 
a quite contrary Nature : Nothing in the Study 
of Politicks has been minded, but General 
Principles; and confequently, the Knowledge 
of thofe Particulars^ which are Peculiar to the 
Laws and Conflitution of England, has been 
almofl wholly negleded. 

I would 
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I would not have my Readers imagine^ 
from what has been faid^ That I intend to 
undervalue the Merit of our Noted Syftemati^ 
cal Writers in this Kind : Their Works are cer- 
tainly of very great Ufe, as they ferve to en-* 
lai^e the Mind^ and^ at the fame time, help 
a Beginner to form, at ieaft, a Probable^ 
as well as a Reafonable, General Idea of the 
Origination of Laws. Such Treatifes, tho- 
roughly digefted, will prevent That Narrow- 
nefs of Underftanding, which is ever the Con- 
fequence of too clofe an Attachment to the 
Study of only the 'Particulars of any Efta- 
blilhed Laws : Which likewife holds true in 
all other Profeflions. My Intention is only to 
exhort fuch of my Difciples, as afpire to a 
found Underftanding in Politicks, to add to 
their Studies of the Laws of Nature^ a Ge- 
neral Knowledge of the Laws, and Conftitu^ 
tion, of their own Countrey. 

This Propoial will appear yet more rational^ 
if we obferve. That however Ingenious the 
feveral Political Schemes (which have been 
publiflied) may appear j it may be very much 
Qjieftioned, whether any of Them (in Fad) did 
ever Exift. Although it be very tme in Rea- 
fwi, That the Firft Right to all Civil Govern- 
ment arifes from the Confent of Jndiuidmh f 

B a yet, 
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yet, if we look into Hiftory, it nianifeftly ap- 
pears, that almofl: all the Governments, which 
have hitherto prevailed in the World, had 
their Commencement in Violence. And par- 
ticularly, if we confider the Methods, ufed 
by thofe warlike Northern Nations, who 
broke into the feveral Provinces of the Ro- 
man Empire; and obferve in what Manner 
They eftablilhed That Form, from which All 
the Governments now in Europe are derived : 
We fliall find, That the contriving of a Me- 
thod to fecure the Conquerours in the Poffef^ 
fion of their Conquefts, has given Birth to 
moft Forms of Government j and That the 
Confent of Each Particular has feldom, or 
never, been confulted, nor required. If we 
likewife confider, that there may be an infinite 
Variety of Forms of Government, and All of 
them equally Sacred, in the refpedlive Coun- 
tries where they are Eftablifhed ,• It is obvi- 
ous. That a General Knowledge of the Fun-- 
damental Parts of That Form of Government, 
under which we live, ought to be acquired ,- 
before we can pretend to judge of the Rights 
of the People, or of the Powers and Preroga- 
tives of the Governours to whom we are fub- 

ie<a- 

Let 
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Let the Reader, as he perufes this PrefacCy 
recoiled the Smatterers in Politicks of his Ac- 
quaintance i and impartially refle<5l with him- 
felf, how poorly they are qualify 'd to judge 
of thofe Matters, with which they are perpe- 
tually difquieting Themfelves, and embroiling 
their Neighbours ; And he will conclude, with 
me, that our great Plenty of Statefmen is no 
fmall Grievance to this Kingdom. 

I can eafily grant. That there are Multi- 
tudes of Ingenious Men, who have Excellent 
Schemes for New-ModeUing a Government j 
but, I know very Few, who can be faid to un- 
deriland, in any tolerable Degree, That Model^ 
which we enjoy : And yet, thefe Notional Po-- 
Uticians are generally the moft noify, and moft 
forward to pronounce their Judgment upon 
the Publick Affiiirs. 

When any Difficulty arifes in the State, 
every Speculatift is ready to propofe his Expe- 
dient to remedy the Mifchief, by- (ome dar- 
ling Scheme, or other, built upon his Syfte?n 
of the Lawf of Nature. This indeed might, 
however, be excufable, if thefe Patriots would 
be contented with the bore mentioning of 
their private Speculations ; and not endeavour 
to force them into Pradice, without ever con- 
fidering, whether their Notions are i:onfiftent 

15 3 with 
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with our Conftitution. Not knowing the 
Laws of their Countrey, They are eternally 
dreaming of fome Alteration in the Govern- 
ment ; and think, there is fufficient Reafon to 
have their Novelty ena&ed into a Law, only 
becaufe they fancy It may Do as Well, at leaft, 
as what is already Eftabliflied. 

I am perfwaded therefore, I fliould do a 
confiderable Service to the Publick, if I could 
prevail with the Perfons Pojfejjed with this 
Legijlative Genim, to believe j That in Go- 
vernments, already Formed, it is of much 
greater Confequence to know, "What is Law, 
and "What Remedy the Conftitution has pro- 
vided againft any Enaergent Mifchief , than to 
be able to propofe a Hundred New Laws and 
Expedients, the Confequences of which can 
very rarely be forefeen. 
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£t iboc iffwn argumentum eft in melius tran- 
Jlati animi^ quod "vitia fua^ qua adhuc ignara- 
baty *videt. Senec. Epift. 6. 




T is with the utmoft SatisBftion, 
that I take an Opportunity, upon 
my Entrance into this Second Half 
Year, to make my Acknowledge 
ments to my Ingenious and Friendly Corref- 
pondents ,- the Serious, and the Pleafant, whe- 
ther in Profe, or in Verfe ; who (according to 
their feveral Difpofitions) have fliewn great 
Freedom of Thought and Invention. Many 
of them have, by their Warm and Affeiftio- 
nate Incitations, very much ftrengthened and 
confirmed That Refolution, with which I en- 
tered upon this arduous Undertaking. Three 
Gentlemen particularly, within a few Days,' 
have given me great Encouragement; Hyberni^ 
cufy Fhilanthropofy and J. S. Of whom, the 

B'4 Latter 
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Latter has foothed my Labours with an Ele- 
gant Copy of Latin Verfes, in the Clofe of 
which he celebrates the Nuptials of Septimiut 
and Acme ; who ( if I guefs aright ) will make 
each other Happy in the moft Natural, though 
frequently, through Indifcretion, the moft Un- 
comfortable, State of Life, 

I believe, I may, without Offence to the 
moft accompliihed Scholars, queftion whe- 
ther, Any One Man is Matter of that Variety 
of Sound Knowledge, which is requifite to 
prolecute a Work of This Kind : For my Part, 
I freely acknowledge, that without the Relief 
and Affiftance of my Secret Well-Wifliers, and 
feveral Learned and Judicious Informations 
communicated to me, I ihould be very Une- 
qual to the Task ; notwithftanding my great 
Willingnefs to undergo the Fatigue, That my 
Friends may know the Ufe they are of to me, 
I muft acquaint Them, That I often, in my 
Imagination, compare my felf to a great Go- 
thier : Wool is brought in to hini from all 
Parts of the Countrey ^ He forts it, and ftores 
it in his Warehoufe, in order to work it up : 
Sf)metimes a Whole Parcel goes intire into 
the Loom ; Others He mixes, fo that th^ 
Firft Owners cannot feparate their Shearing, 
much lefs diftinguiih in which Piece of 

Clpth 
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Cloth any Portion thereof goes to the Mar- 
let. 

I know, there are fome Gentlemen, whole 
Letters and Difcourfes I am favoured with, 
aivl who manifeft a fincere Love for Truthi 
for Vertue, and for Religion ; whofe Expec- 
tations, ncverthelefs, I have not, as yet, an- 
fwered : I muft intreat Them to have the Pa- 
tience, I am forced to prefcribe to my felf ; 
and in due time, I hope to give Satisfaftion 
to every Man of Candour and Integrity. Let 
What has been faid Here (and in fome Pre- 
ceding Papers) fuffice, till my Firft Year is 
run out ; by which Period, it may appear, the 
Tree-Tbinker has, from the Beginning, promi- 
fed Nothing more, than What he will at- 
tempt to perform. 

A Patient has applied to me, in a very 
obligiog Manner, for my Advice, near Two 
Months ago : His Cafe being in no wife Def- 
perate, I thought I might take it into Confi- 
deration, at niy Leifure, without endanger- 
ing the Conftitution of his Mind. His Infir-^ 
mity is, I fear, very General ,- and his Letter 
may therefore be niade Publick tq Good Pur* 
pofet 

Mr. 
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Mr. F REE-Thinker, Auguji i6. lyiS* 

SINCE it is agreed. That Friendfliip 
mightily improves not only the Plea- 
liires, but likewife the Advantages, of So- 
ciety ; It gives me a great deal of ^Concern, 
to find my felf not duly affe&ed with that 
Noble Paflion* I do not feel my Heart 
greatly touched with either Grief or Refent- 
ment upon any Breach of Friendfliip j 
though, at the fame time, I am not con- 
fcious, that I am defective in the Common 
Offices of Benevolence towards Mankind. 

^ I have enjoyed many delightful Hours of 
Intimacy, with fome of my moft valuable 
Acquaintance: But then, in a few Months 
Abfence, I have loft the grateful Remem- 
brance of fuch endearing Confidences. Death 
has fometimes robbed me of a Friend ,• when, 
alafs! I have not experienced that Manly 
Sorrow, which, on fuch Occafions, becomes 
a Gallant Spirit. 

^ This, Sir, (not to be too particular^) is my 
unhappy Difpofition. If therefore, you can 
fpare a few Minutes to ftudy my Cafe, and 
prefcribe me a Cure for this Infeufibility of 
Soul, you will greatly oblige One, who is, 
with much Pleafure and Satisfadion, 

Your Reader. 
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The only Thing Extraordinary in this 
Complaint, is the great Ingenuity of the Per- 
fon, who makes it. He has the Manlinefs at 
once frankly to avow, and difapprove, the fe- 
cret Failing of his Soul ,• which of it felf is 
more than half the Cure. Count Clinquant^ 
though he is remarkably deficient in this 
Point, fancying he knows the World too well 
to be a Friend, could never be brought to 
liich a Confeffion : And to this Day, he ima* 
gines no Man fees through his Diflembled 
Friendfliips, becaufe no One thinks him Wor; 
thy to be undeceived. 

As for my Courteous Reader^ I am of Opi- 
nion, He is more a Man, than He imagines j 
and that his generous Concern will appear in 
a great Meafure, if not altogether, Grourd- 
lefs, when he examines his Heart fairly, and 
comes to Know Himfelf more intimately. 

He may perhaps accufe Himfelf wrongfully, 
by affigning too great a Latitude to the Word 
Friendfhipy from the frequent Abufe of it in 
Converfation. One, who lives in this Popu- 
lous City, either as a Man of Pleafure or Bu- 
finefs, if he has any tolerable Qjialifications 
to recommend him, may eafily fall into a nu- 
merous Acquaintance, and may herd more 
clofely with a particular Clan of Compani- 
ons;. 
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ons; who, neverthelefs, may none of them 
deferve to be dignified with the facred Title 
of friends '^ and confequently cannot merit 
that extraordinary Affedion and Senlibility 
from a Wife Man, in which my deader thinks 
himfelf wanting. 

The Multiplicity of Bufinefs, or the Vicif- 
fitude of Pleafures, in Great Cities, very much 
prevents a ftrid and pathetick Attachment to 
This, or That, or a Third Acquaintance : 
The Abfence of One, and the Death of An- 
other, is alleviated by the Crowd. But, in 
the Solitarinefs of a Countrey Life, where (in 
a thin Neighbourhood) you cannot, perhaps, 
cull out Three agreeable Companions ,• you 
will be apt to ftrain the Knot of Intimacy 
clofer, and to improve your narrow Acquain- 
tances into ,a Little Band of Friends. Here 
the Cafe will be different : The Treachery of 
One will be refented ,- the Abfence of Another 
will prove an Uneafinefs ,• and the Death of 
a Third will be lamented to the laft. When 
a few Timber-Trees happen to be felled in a 
thick Forreft, their Shade and their Jhelter 
is not miffed : But, in a naked Ground, blefl: 
only with a fmall Group of Timber, the Lofs 
of one flourifhing Tree is foon perceived, and 
long regretted. 

I advife 



N^59 ^^ Free-Thinker* 29 

I advife this Gentleman, likewife, to confi- 
iJer, whether he • has ejtperienced manifeft 
Proofs of a Difinterefted Affedion from his 
(hppofed Friends; and whether he has been 
fuflficiently affured of their Uprightnefs and 
Sincerity, in their Intercourfe even with Stran- 
gers : If not ; it is unreafonable in Him to ex- 
peft, the Flame of Friendfliip ihould not lan- 
gnifh in his Heart, when the Proper Fewel to 
feed it is not fupplied. 

It is likewife to be obferved. That the 
Hearts of Men, in General, (like their Me- 
mories) are principally of Two Kinds* The 
One receive an Impreflion foon ; but have not 
Firmnefs to retain it long : The Other require 
Time, and frequent Repetitions of the fame 
Impulfe^ before they take the Impreflion 
ftrongly ,• but then, they preferye It with as 
much Obftinacy, as they received It. 

As for notorious Breaches of Friendfliip, 
They are not worthy a Brave Man s Refent- 
ment, upon any other Motive, than out of. 
Good-Will to Mankind The Wretch, guilty 
of fuch Bafenefs, injures Himfelf, more than 
Thee. Let him live to be the Scorn of every 
Honed Man, and the Companion of Knaves 
and Sycophants : Let him live, till he grows 
Contemptible even to Himfelf. 

Laftly, 
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La01y, my Reader i if upon an impartial 
Review of thy felf, Tliorf findeft thy Heart 
LiAewarm towards Real, Unfeigned, Affec- 
tionate Aflbciates, and doeft as yet not know 
the juft Value of them; Be affured. That a 
True Friend is the Greateft Blelling; a Falfe 
One the Greateft Curfe, in Life : Neither an 
any Thing alleviate the Sorrow, which juftly 
lifes from the Lofs of the One, or the Mife- 
ries, that often flow from the Treachery of 
the Other j but the Confideration, That Life 
itfelf isTraniient. 



Notfo. Friday, OM. 17. 1718. 



SjiiMare teneat, eum mcejje Rerumpotiri. 
CicER. ad Attic 



IT is an Obfervation, worthy the 
^ ferious Attention of every Englijh- 
c vmn i that Empire has always fol- 
8 lowed Trade j travelling (as it 
were) from one Part of the World to another, 
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as Commerce has fliifted its Station : And, in all 
Countries, ftiU growing, or declining, in Power, 
in Proportion as Traffick has been encouraged, 
or difregarded. 

iThe Political Maxim, which I have taken 
for the Motto to my Difcourfe, fliews This 
to have been the Opinion of a very great Man, 
who had been at the Head of Affairs in a moft 
powerful State , above Seventeen Hun^lred 
Years ago : And the Pra^ice of all Princes, 
who have lived fince that Time, and have ever 
defigned either to extend their Dominion, eft 
to render themfelves Confiderable to their 
Neighbours, fully proves the Obfervation to 
be True. 

The Romans (who afpired to Nothing lefs 
than Univerfal Empire) while their Conquefts 
were confined within the narrow Bounds of 
Italjy were fo much prejudiced with the No- 
tion of a Landed Interefly that (as Li'vy relates) 
tliey thought it fcandaious for a Man of Fa- 
fliion to exetcife any Merchandize : And, in 
Confequence of That Prepofleflion, they were, 
not in a Capacity to make any Figure by Sea ; 
an Element, little prafticed by Them, and 
lefc underftood. But this Notion lafted only 
till they had an Opportunity to look more 
abroad into the World. Then Experience 

taught 
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taught them, as they came to quarrel with 
the Carthaginians (who at that time were the 
Great Trading People) that Commerce was 
neceflary to eftdblifli their Empire ; and, that 
not only their Conquefb were at an End, tyit 
the Poffeflion of the Territories they had con- 
quered was precarious ; unlefs they could ac-* 
quire, and fecure to Themfelves, the Domi- 
nion of the Sea. 

I muft own, I have been led into thefe Re- 
flexions, by the late Glorious Naval Vidory,- 
obtained over the Sfanifh Fleet by Sir George 
Byng^ in the Mediterranean. This fingle Ac- 
tion renders the King of Great-Britain as much 
Matter of the Mediterranean^ as he has been 
always acknowledged to be Sovereign over 
the Britijh Seas. 

It is with the utmoft Satisfadion I obferve 
the True Lovers of their Countrey univer- 
fally pleafed, and infpired vvith a freih Zeal 
for the Government, by this important Suc- 
cefs : And, I cannot but think, it favours 
ftrongly of Fanaticifm to betray any Diflike to 
fo prudent, and fo fortunate an Enterprize^ 
For, if the Dominion oF the Sea is abfolutely 
neceflary to a People, who aim at Empire ; of 
how much Greater Moment is it to a Nation, 
\vhofe Grandeur, whofe Wealthy whofe very 

Bein^ 
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Being depends upon Commerce and Naviga-* 
tioni It is with Reafon, therefore, that His 
Majefty looks upon every Wrong done to his 
Trading Subjeds, alid on every Attempt to- 
wards eftablifhing a New Maritime Power in 
Europe^ as the moft fatal (and diereforc the 
moft unpardonable) Injury to a Nation, whofe 
Gloiy confifts in being Miftrefs of the Sea^ and 
whoie Strength is in Trade; 

The Nations, recorded in Hiftory to havC 
been at any Time pofTefled of the Empire ot 
the Sea, have always fefteemed a Neighbour- 
ing Prince's offering to fet up a Naval Power, 
by building more Ships of War, than were 
r^quifite to fectird the Trade of bis Subjeds 
from Piracies, (^c. td be as juft a Foundation 
of Political Jealoufy, as the Raifing of New 
Forts upon his Frontiers, or the Levying o£ 
a formidable Army in a Time of profound 
Peace : And therefore. They have always ta- 
ken Meafures, either to prevent fuclj At- 
tempts, or to deftroy them in their Birth. Thisf 
Was the Pradice of the Romans ; and This hay 
been -the Policy of his Majefty 's Royal Prede- 
ecflburs, the Kings of England. 

The Romans^ as foon as they had acquirecJ 
the Sovereignty of the Sea, ( which they 
ihought not dearly purchafed with the Lof^ 

Vol. II. C oi 
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of above Seven Hundred Ships) immediately 
entered upon Meaiures to preferve To valuable 
an Acguifition. They grew watchful over 
their New Dominion ; and were foon alarm* 
cd by the fmalleft Umbrage , from any 
Power, that did but feem to interfere with 
them in Naval Affairs* It was from tbefe Po- 
litical Confiderations, that they would not 
permit the Carthaginians to fit out any Fleets ^ 
and, that they forbid Antiochus (at that Time 
the greateft King in the Eaji) to build more 
than Twelve Ships of War. 

It is not an empty Title, which the Kings 
of England have always taken to Themfelves, 
of being Supreme Lerdf and Govemoufs of the 
Oceany furrounding the Britijh Share ; but, a 
Right, which they have conftantly maintained, 
at the Expence of Numerous Fleets. In that 
famous Ace^ri, made between our Great King 
Edward I. and ThiUf the Fair of France^ it ap- 
pears ; That the French King was, by Him, 
called to an Account for Piracies, committed 
by his Subjefts within the Britijh Seas : And 
by that Memorable Ordinance^ made at Haf* 
tingSy in the Reign of King John of England^ 
the Honour of the Flag (ever claimed by the 
Englijh) is decreed, to take Place Univerfally, 
not barely as a Civility, but as a Right to 

be 



be paid {cwn debita Ren)erenua) with due De^ 
ference. 

There is no Occafion for troKbling my Reai« 
ders with a Detail of Examples, to the pre<« 
fent Purpofe ^ fince. Nothing is more known 
in our Ej^lijh Hiftory, than that our King^ 
have ever been jealous of their Neighbours 
making ufe of any Pretext to cncreafe their 
Naval Strength 5 and have, accordingly, judged 
it of the greateft Importance, to fruftrate 
fuch Defigns, though at the Rifque of a Wan 
For, what lefs did our Immortal Queen E//-» 
zaktb rifque, when ihe fent to the French 
King, to prohibit his Building any more Ships 
of War, than what he then had, without her 
Leave firfl obtained. This was an Inftance of 
Wifdom and Reiblution, worthy a Prince, 
who claimed the Sovereignty of the Sea : And 
the Free-Thinker Is pleafed, that he can (with-» 
out blemiihing his Integrity) fay, that this 
Example is glorioufly furpafled by His prefenC 
Majefty* 

I fliall clofe thefe Reflections, by obferving^ 
that every True Briton has reafon to triumph 
in his Heart, upon our Late Vidory : For^ 
fuppoHng the Spaniards fliould be fo Defpe^ 
rate, as to provoke us with Hoftilities foi* 
checking their growing Ambition j what bav« 

Q % my 
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my Countreymen to fear, or rather, what may 
they not hope, from a War, the Expence of 
which carries no Money out of the Kingdom ; 
which dire^ty tends to crufh a rifing Maritime 
Power in Europe ; and which, in the Profecu- 
tion of it, muft neceffarily enlarge the Trade 
and Commerce of the Nation if 



Sit fathj jEneiiky telh i/npune Numanum 
Oppetiiffe tttit : prtmajn banc tibi magnus /IpoUo 
Concedit laudem, ^ paribus non invidet armit : 
Cetera parce, puer, beUo. Virg. 

Jfr.FREE-THiNKiRj C0(Aer i. 1718. 
S A S T Night, I was voted a very 
I ' Impudent Fellow, for prefuming 
g * to contradi^ a Man, Forty Years 
^ * Older than my felf : And, not- 
' withftanding what I faid, was acknowledged 

* to be a veiy juft Anfwer to the furprizing 

* AbfurditieSj which the Old Gentleman had 

* aflerted j 
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^ aflerted,- I could by no means prevail to 
^ have the harlh Sentence revoked. 

^ Now, Sir ,• as you feem defirous to lead 

* your Countreymen into the Way of Think- 
^ ing aad Aiding like Rational Creatures ; and 
^ fince your Leftures meet with a very Can- 
^ did Reception all over Great-Britain; I am 
^ apt to believe, that, from a few of your 

* Impartial Apimadverfions on my Cafe, I 
^ fliall find Redrefs : And that, for the future, 
^ when a Perfpn pf Eighteen has any Thing to 
' fay in Company, he may be heard with the 
^ fame Attention and Qood Manners, as a Per- 
^ fon of Sixty. 

* In Vindication of my felf, I .beg Leave to 
^ acquaint you, that I have^ to tfje beft of my 
^ Abilities, always followed the Advice Pytha^ 
^ goraf gave his Difciples ; Either to fay fome^ 
^ thing better than Silence^ or elfe to hold my 

* Tongue. 

• Tours^ 

Jacob PertJ 

P. S. ^ Pray, Sir, take Notice, That I made 
^ Three Low Bows, before I offered to fpeak j 
^ and, that I am willing to obferve any other 
^ Refpe(as, you Ihall think proper to be paid 
^ to my Seniors. 

C 3 I CAK- 



38 The Free.Thinker. N^'dl 

I CANNOT, in Juftice, refufe giving my 
Teftimony in Favour of my Hopeful Difciple,- 
Mr. Jac(^ Pert ,• who, I think, has met with 
veiy unworthy Treatment j and has good Rea^ 
fon to expefl:, from me, all the Redrcfs, my 
Authority can procure him. 

A Youth ought, indeed, always to fliew a 
Civil Regard to his Elders : But then. He is 
not to compliment Them, at the Expence of 
Truth. A Young Man may, with Modefty, 
be very fenfible, that he is in the Right : And 
an Old Man may not be fenfible, that he is in 
the Wrongs or, may be Confcious of his Er- 
rour, and yet not willing to own it. Raffi- 
nefs and Inexperience are the prevailing De- 
feds of Youth ; Obftinacy and Difipgenuity^ 
as common Failings of Age : But, the One are 
more ealily, and much more frequently, amen- 
ded, than the Other. The Young Man s Er- 
rours may be Tranfient ,• the Old Man's, pro- 
bably, are Permanent. * If Wifdom be the 
Ornament of Grey Hairs ,• Ignorance and Per- 
verfenefs is a Diflionour to the {ioary Head, 
A Perfon in Years, who has employed his 
Time and Studies, only to confirm Himfelf in 
Abfurdities, cannot reafonably claim much 
Peference from his Juniors ,• Compaffion is 
the moft, that is due to him j and, he is trea- 
ted 
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ted with Indulgence, if he does not fall into 
Contempt. 

To judge equitably of the Two diftant 
Stages of Life ^ let the Man of Experience 
be tender of checking the Enquiries of One, 
who is growing up into Knowledge : And let 
the Young Man not be forward to contradift 
a JJerlbn, who may deliver Obfervations, of 
which. Time only can fliew him the full Va- 
lue. 

It is grown almoft into an Authentick 
Maxim in the Rules of Civility, That Con- 
tradition of every Kind is a Rudenefs : A No- 
tion, which at once deftroys all the Freedom 
of Converfation ,• and may juftly be placed in 
the Catalogue of Vulgar Errours. It will 
therefore be proper, here, to confider ; how far 
Contradidion is confident with Good Man- 
ners ; and confequently, how far it ij, not only 
Allowable, but even Commendable : In fet- 
tling of which Point, I fhall have no Regard 
to the fervile Reftraints, which Pride and Ig- 
norance exaft, upon This Occafion. 

The Two principal Ends of Converfation, 
are Pleafure and Inftru^Sion : Neither of which 
can be fully anfweied, without the Liberty 
of frequently Differing (or at leaft feeming to 
Differ) from the Perfon, with whom we enter 

C 4 into 
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into Difcourfe. The Wrangling, Difputacious 
Man is excepted out of this General Obfervar 
tion^ fince a Thwarting, Cavilling Tamper 
only promotes Contention, and tends to nei- 
ther Pleafure nor Inftrudion. 

If Mr. Pert^ therefore, propofes his Opini- 
ons, without Paflion, difobliging Expreflions, 
or rude Behaviour: there can be no Offence to 
Good Manners, in his objcfting modeftly to 
what the Oldeft and Wifeft Man in the Na- 
tion may affert. It is, in Reality, nothing 
jnore, than owning himfelf.not to be convin- 
ced, and tacitly avowing his Ignorance, or 
Slownefs of Apprehenfion j which is ftill the 
greater Inftance of Self-Denial, for the Sake 
of Truth, if the Gentleman, he Replies to, 
happens to be efteemed the Oracle of the 
Company. 

The offering of Arguments againft any Pro- 
pofition, that may be advanced, is laying open 
One's Scruples, in order to have them remo- 
ved ; and, at the fame Time, obliging the Per- 
fon, Contradided, with an Opportunity of ma-r 
pifefting his Skill, in Solving thofe Difficulties ; 
which (in Civility) he is to be fuppofed capa* 
ble of performing; And, in Effedi, Every One 
is pleafed with fuch gn Occafion c^ Ihewing 
the Superiority of his Underftanding, wheq 

he 



N°(^i iT^tf Free-Thinker. 41 

he has it in his Power : So that, it very feldom 
bappcns, that any Perfon is oflfended with a 
Bare Reply, but the Ignorant Man j who 
thereby, indeed, runs the Rifque of lofing the 
Falfe Veneration, he may have acquired a- 
mongft his Companions. Such a One may 
juftly be diflatisfied with Himfelf j but, has 
no Rea(bn to be angry with his Opponent, 
who unfortunately ftrikes upon the Shallows^ 
at Unawares. 

When I received the Letter, which has 
put me upon thefe Refleilions ; I was very 
much pleafed to find a Gentleman, with the 
Surname at the Bottom of it, fo veiy reafo- 
nable a Correfpondent. I own, I have all 
along beep apprehenlive of the Lively Multi- 
tude, who go by That Denomination ; ima- 
gining, they would prove the moft trouble- 
fome Adyerlkries to the Free-Thinker. But the 
Good Senfe of my Friend, Mr. Jacobs gives 
me Hopes, that I may, in Time, grow more 
into Credit with moft of his Name. 

An old Acquaintance of mine, who is no 
Admirer of the Pertly h^s beftowed fomc 
Pains to inform himfelf, in feveral Curious 
Particulars relating to This Race of Men; the 
mofl- remarHable of which I fhall tranfcribe^ 
for the Entertainment of my. Scholars* 

^ The 
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^ The True Breed of the Pertf is very Alert ,• 
iiifomuch, as to pafs frequently for a Clan 
of Intrepids. It is obferved, that They are 
not generally Long-lived ; very Few of 
them being found to exceed the Age of 
Five and Twenty. Antiquaries unanimoufly 
concur in the Opinion, that they are not 
Aborigines of this Ifland; but tranfplanted 
Hither from a Neighbouring Coaft ; and that, 
probably, fome came over into GreauBritainj 
in the Quality of Pages, with WiUiam the 
Conquerour. It is likewife agreed, that tlieir 
True, Original Appellation, was Malapert i 
a Surname of Norman Extraftion ; Natura- 
lized in the Laft Century, and made a Br/- 
tijh Name, by taking away the Two Fir ft 
Syllables. 

* The True Breed of the Terts is very di- 
ftinguifliable by feveral Singularities* Their 
Style, and Manner of Speech, is very haco- 
nick J their Cloaths of a fliorter Cut than or- 
dinary; and the Tye of their Wigs very 
Concife: But then, they generally exceed 
other Gentlemen in the Length of their 
Swords, and the Breadth of their Hats,- 
though fome Years agoe, they were remar- 
kable, for the narroweft Hats in the King- 
dom. 

Tridojy 
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Qpppe etenim quam multa tibi'jam finger epoffum 
SmniOy qiu *vitd rationes ^vertere pojfmty 

FortuMfque tuar omneis turbare timore ? 

LUCRET. 




N the Hiftory of the French Acade- 
my Royal of Infcriptionsy there is a 
Ihort Difcourfe concerning Prefa- 
ges ; from which I fliall borrow as 
much as may give my Readers a General 
View, of the more minute and trifling Omenf 
of Life, amongft the Ancients ; as a very pro- 
per Supplement to my * Leisures on Superjli" 
tion. 

Th e vain Curiofity of Mankind, to pry 
into Futurity, has in all Ages betrayed them 
into divers Impertinences, that are not only 
Extravagant, but Prejudicial to their Repofe* 

• »<> 34, 54. 
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This Weaknefs put Men upon having Recourfe 
to Oracles, to Sooth-Sayers, to Interpreters of 
Dreams, and Explainers of Prefages. 

This Laft Kind of Dhination is very An- 
cient ; it being probable, that the Firft Infti- 
tuters of Idolatry, were likewife the Firft In- 
venters of Prefages, or Omens. It is at leaft 
certain, that the old Inhabitants of Pakftine 
were addided to This Superftition, in the 
Days of Mofes^ who forewarns the IfraeliteSy 
not to fall into the Delufions of the Nations, 
whofe Lands they were going to poffefs* 

The Egyptiam furpaffed all People in the 
Science of Prefages ; infomuch that, by bring- 
ing their feveral Obfervations under Rules, 
They had reduced It into an Art. There are 
fufficient Reafons, to believe, that the Egyptians 
fpread this Idle Knowledge into Greece; where 
it was in great Vogue in the Time of the Tro- 
jan War. The Etrurians (an ancient People 
of Italf) who were very Expert in Prefages, as 
well as in moft Kinds of Divination, (ay. That 
One Tages firft taught them to underftand 
Omens. The Romans learnt, what they knew 
of this Myfterious Doftrine, from the Etruru 
ans ; and, for feveral Ages, the Roman Senate 
fent their Young Men, of the Chief Families, 
into Tufcany^ to ftudy a Science, which they 

thought 
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thought Important) for the Prefervation of the 
State, 

Thefe Prefages were of divers Kiqds; which 
may be reduced linder Seven Principal Deno- 
minations. 

I. Fortunes Words ; which were efteemed 
J)ivi?te Voices^ when the Authour of them was 
not known. Such was the Voice which war- 
ned the Ratnam of the Approach of the Gauls j 
and to which a Temple was dedicated, under 
the Name of Aius Loquutius. But, when the 
Speaker was known to be a Man, thefe Words 
were called, Human Voices. Before the Un- 
dertaking of any Enterprize, it was cuftomary 
to go out of their Houfes, to catch the Words 
of the Firft Man they met ; or, to fend out 
a Slave to remark what was faid in the 
Streets j and upon thefe Words, Ipoke as it 
were by Chance (which they applied to their 
Defigns) they fometimes took ferious Refolu- . 
tions. 

IL Convulfionr of certain Parts of the Body ^ 
principally of the Heart, the Eyes, and the 
Brows. Palpitations of the Heart betokened 
no Good i and, particularly, foreboded the In- 
fidelity of a Friend. Convulfions in the Right 
Eye, or Brow, pafled for a Lucky Omen. A 

Numnefs 
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Numnefs in the Little Finger, or Catchings 
in the Left Thumb, were unfavourable Signs* 

UI. A Ringings or Imaginary Noife, in the 
Ears. This, with the Ancients, fignified, that 
fome One was talking of them in then- Ab-* 
fence. 

IV. Sneezing. This Prefage was Equivo-- 
cal 5 and might be interpreted Lucky, or Un- 
lucky, according to the Occafions. For this 
Reafon it was Cuftomary to pray for the 
Safety of the Perfon, who fneezed, by ikying, 
Jupiter fave you^ The Morning-Sneezings 
(counting from Mid-night to Mid-day) were 
not reputed Good : And, of thofe which hap-> 
pened after Noon, They were moft efteemed, 
which came from the Right Side : But, the 
God of Love (from whatever Side they came) 
rendered them always Favourable to Lovers j 
if we may believe CatuUm. 

V. Accidental Falb. "When Vei^e was Ta-* 
ken, Cdfnillusy obferving the rich Plunder, 
prayed to the Gods, to avert, by fome flight 
Difgrace, the Envy, which his (or the Romani) 
Good Fortune might occadon: As he made 
this Prayer, he Fell j and his Fall was, after- 
wards, looked upon as a Prefage of his Exile, 
and of the Taking of Rome by the Gaul^t 
The Statues pf Nero's Houfliold-Gods tum-* 

bled 
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bled down on die Firft of January ; which 
was thought to betoken the Death of that 
Prince, in a fliort Time. If a Man, going 
abroad, happened to ftumble againfl: the 
Threfcoldj to burft his Shoe-ftrings ,• or his 
Garment, catching to the Chair, checked his 
Riling ; thefe were taken for Bad Omens. 

VI. Meeting certain Perfims, or Animals. 
If, upon Going out in the Morning, They met 
an Ethiopian^ an Eunuch, a Dwarf, or a De- 
formed Perfon 5 they were frightened, and re- 
turned Home. Ttiu^ Meeting of ibme Ani- 
mals was Fortunate; as a Lion, Ants, and 
Bees : The Meeting of others, altogether Un- 
fortunate I as Serpents, Wolves, Foxes, Dogs, 
Cats, (^c. 

VII. Names. Great Care was taken, that 
the CUidren, who affifted in the Sacrifices j 
die Perfbns, who performed the Dedication 
of Temples ; and the Soldiers, who were firft 
Enrolled, ihould have fuch Names, as were of 
an agreeable Signification : And Names of a 
difagreeable, or an ofienfive Meaning, were 
abominated. 

A S for the Occafions, upon which the An- 
cients bad Recoui'fe to Prefages; there was 
no Time, in which it was thought Safe to 
negle<£t Them : But, it was judged requifite 

to 
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to obferve Them, more efpecially, in Entring 
upon any Undertaking. Hence came the Cu^ 
torn, at RomCy of faying Nothing, but what 
was Pleafing, on the Firft of January ; of ma- 
Idng kind Wiflies to each other, and accom- 
panying their Compliments with Little Pre-^ 
fents, particularly of Honey* This Regard to 
Prefages took Place in all their Religious Ce- 
remonies, and in their Publick AAs ; which 
began with this Preamble, ^i^od felixi fduftum^ 
fortunatumque fit : As great Care was, likewife, 
taken to attend to Them, in Private Affairs j 
at Meals, upon a Journey, in Marriages^ at the 
Birth of a Child, dye. 

But the bare Obfervation of Omens was 
not fufficient : It was likewife necelfary to 
Accept them j to be thankfiil to the Gods for 
them; to pray for the Accompliihment of 
them J and to petition for new Prefages, to 
confirm the Former. On the other Hand ; If 
the Omen had do Promifing Afped, it was re- 
jeded with Horrour ; and the Gods were be- 
feeched to turn afide the Event ; provided it 
feemed an Accidental Prefage : But, if it came 
in Confequence of a Petition offered up, there 
was no other Remedy, but to fubmit to the 
Will of the Gods. 

Ther* 
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There were ieveral Expedients^ in ufe, t6 
fiuftrate Bad Omens : One of the moft Ordi- 
nary, to prevent the Efieds of any difagree- 
able Objed, or Difcourfe, was to Spit imme- 
diately» When it was not poflible to avoid 
ufing certain Words, which were reputed un-^ 
lucky ; the Speaker took the Precaution to 
renounce (by an exprefs Deteftation) every 
Evil, his Speech might portend. This made 
them /often their Expreifions, as much as poi^ 
fible, by fubftituting Terms of a milder Sig- 
nification: Thus, inftead of faying, that a 
Man waf Deady the Phrafe was changed to^ 
Ih bar li'oed : Thus, the Athenians called the 
Prifon, The Dwelling ; The Executioner, The 
PubUck Officer. 

A coMPLBAT Colledlion of the Various 
Prefages, that are, or ever have been, in Re- 
quefl, in the difierent Ages, and Nations, of 
die World, would make not only an Enter^ 
taining, but a very Infbuiftive Piece of Hifto- 
ly. This would difcover one of the main 
Sources of Superfiition, and expofe feverat 
Falfe Appearances of Religion : And it would 
be a flrong Argument to put the Unwary up- 
on their Guard, by fhewing therti, that very 
fiouriihing Nations may be led into a Belief 
of the mofl trifling Abfurditi«s» If fuch a 

Vol. II. D CoUec- 



50 71&tf Free-Thinker. N°(5z 

CoUe&ion were Impartially made, I am apt 
to believe, there wouM appear as ample a 
Catalogue of Follies of this Kind, in the 
Cbrijiian Countries, as in the Heathen ^ sad 
very often, the lame Extravagancies, in com- 
mon to Both. 

If any of my Readers, of either Sex, find 
themfelves haunted with thele Superftitions ; 
I can recommend to them, one very plain 
and efife^ual Remedy, againft the Power of 
fuch Deluiions. Let the Perfon aggrieved, 
take Courage only for a few Daysj during 
which Time, let him diligently obferve how 
frequently the moft Credited Omens (whe- 
ther Good, or Bad,) fail of producing Confe- 
quences of any Sort : And then, let him fairly 
compute, how many Good Chances befall 
him after the Worft Prefages ,• and how many 
Crofs Accidents come upon him, after the 
very Beft Omens : And the natural Conclu- 
fion will be, that the Hopes from the One, 
and the Terrours from the Other, are only 
the Phantoms of a difiempered Imagination.. 



l^**6j TT&f Free-Thinker. 51 




N^<^3. Mondaj, OM. ly. 1718. 



Ut PiUura Poefif erit.- 



HoR. 




H E Verfes, in the Clofe of this 
Paper, fumiih me with a proper 
Occcaiion to make a few Reflec- 
tions, upon Poetry and Painting, 
which may not be unacceptable to fuch as de- 
light in Either, or Both, of Thefe Arts. 

The furprizing Excellency, which is pecu- 
liar to a Great Poet, is the Skill of conveying 
to Another, by the Help of Words, thofe juft 
and lively Ideas, which rife in his Imagination, 
in the fame Force and Perfpicuity, as He 
himfelf conceives them. Words, in His DiC- 
pofal, are Things : And, the Deception proves 
fo ftrong, that the Reader forgets he is peru- 
fing a Piece of Writing j or, at leaft, takes 
the Poem for a Book of Magick, which (as 
he pafles from one Period to another) fur- 
rounds him with amazing Objeiasj and drives 

D 2 him 
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him from Paffion to Paffion ; tranfporting him 
into Joys and Griefs, Pleafures and Pains, 
with a Violence not to be refifted* 

The Perfedion of a Mafter-Painter is, to 
be able to perform the fame Wonders by XIo- 
lours, which the Poet commands by Lan- 
guage. His Ideas pafs from his Mind into his 
Pencil, and rife upon the Canvafs in their full 
Vigour and Proportion* His every Touch is 
a Creation : The Canvafs is no longer a level, 
lifclefs Surfafe ; but a Scene, diverfifyM with 
Buildings, Mountains, Forrefts; or, perhaps, 
a Sea, deformed with Tcmpefls ; a Sky, en- 
raged with Storms, flaihing out Lightning; 
and Clouds, burfting with Thunder : Or, a 
Field of War, ftained with Blood, and filled 
with Uproar and Confufion : Or, perhaps, the 
filent, folitary Retreat of Sorrow and De- 
fpair ; or, if he pleafes, the Enchanted Bower 
of Blifs, the Refidence of Love and Beauty. 

Such IS the Efficacy of Words and Num- 
bers; and fuch the Energy of Lights and 
Shades, under the Condu^ of a fuperiour 
Genius : Both equally wonderful in their 
Operations; both equally Pleafing: But not 
alike Infinitive ; in which Point, the Poet un- 
queflionably claims Preheminence over the 
Painter. 

IT 
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I T would be hard to determine^ which of 
thefe Two Arts require the greater Power of 
Imagination, the longer Term of Experience^ 
and the more unwearied Application. It 
feenis equally difficult to paint in Words, or 
in Colours ; fo as to impofe the One upon 
the Reader, and the Other on the Beholder, 
for Realities. The Great Poet, and the 
Great Painter, think alike : But, They ex- 
prefs their Thoughts by very difierent Powers. 
The Painter's Language is his Colours : The 
Poet's Colours are his Di&ion. The ftrongeft 
Colouring will fade ; and the moft fignificant 
Words grow obfolete. Many of the moft 
celebrated Writings of Antiquity are pre- 
ferved : The Paintings are all periihed^ The 
Painter is equally underftood in all Nations : 
And the Poet can diftribute every One of his 
Performances into the Hands of all his Coun* 
treymen. 

The Poet and the Painter may mutually 
improve one another, by judicioufly perufing 
each others Works. The Similitudes, the 
Defcriptions, and Metaphors of the One ; the 
Landskips, Figures, and Poftures, of the 
Other, equally tend to regulate, and enliven, 
the Imagination. The violent Motions of 

D 3 Nature 



54 ^l^tf Free-Thinker. N^^j 

Nature are fo very Tranfient, that it is diflS- 
cult to catch diftinft Ideas of them^ from the 
Life: Whereas, when a Great Painter has 
fixed a Paifion in a Face, the Poet may 
there ftudy the Workings of it in the Fea- 
tures, at his Leiiure : And the Painter may, 
in his Turn, receive the like Advantage from 
the Poet* 

It ihev^rs the greateft Skill in thefe Artifts, 
when they arrive to the Perfeiftion of copying 
happily One from the Other. There is not 
the leaft Refemblance between Words and 
Colours, as there is between differenj Lan- 
guages : And therefore, it requires a ftrong 
Faculty of Imaging, and a juft Manner of 
Thinking, to be able to Tranflate out of One 
of Thefe into the Other, without loofing the 
Spirit. 

Thefe Obfervations are the Refult of What 
occurred to Me, upon opening the following 
welcome Packet from a Fair Lady ; in which 
the Reader will find a Poet copying, with 
Succefs, the Beauties of the Greateft Matters 
in Painting* 



To 
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To my Friend, The F R e h-Th in k e r; 

SIR, Oifob, 7. 171^ 

' T Confels I was a little difj^eaJed, when I 

* J. firft few * your Letter, in Anfwer to 

* mine : But when I had flept upon it, and 
' read it over again with cooler Refle^on, I 
' began to be feniible of my Obligations to 
' you, for your PlMn-Dealing, 

* As a Token of my Gratitude, I fend £n- 

* clofed a Copy of Verfes j the moft Elegant 

* Prefept, I can make you. 

*The Gentleman, who writ them, lent 
< them to me. Dated from the EfcwicA, They 
' exprefs the Admiration, he was ftruck with, 
' at the Sight of the Variety of fine Scripture-- 

* Ptuntit^s, there. 

I amy SIR, 

ffholt/ your Difcipky 

Sylvia* 



■pi 



* N» 57. 

D4 now 



56 Tl&tf Fre e-Th I N K E R. N®d} 

HOW hmehf [acred Pourtraiture appear! ! 
What HeavenfyCbams the bright "Dehifion wears ! 
JjDy tmveiFd Glories blaze, to Senfe cor^efty 
Their dazUng Forms in Shape and Colours dreft! 
Seraphs aroundy in Saphire Shades y are Jpred; 
,/ind Skjhdipt Pencils the rich Purple Jhed, 

Scene, after Scene, t^ ravi/h^dEyes purfue ; 
One fcarce ergofdy atiother tempts n^ View, 
Here Ooudsy iu Streams of Gold, are taugfit t$ 

flow : 
See Paul entranced, in Bean^ Raptures glow. 
There, on jrejb Bowers repofed, pale Martyrs 

plain } 
Tet new to ^lifs, and laifgftijhiag with Pain : 
Soft Cherubs healing jlir, and Harps, apply i 
*And circUng Triumphs crowd thepityif^ Sky. 

Beneath, on Earth, behold an humbler Scene ; 
The meek MefCaha with h{s Pilgrim Train ! 

Pifeafe, 
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Difeafe, retirmg, owns hit dread Command ; 
Aid Heahh, and Light, -flow from the potent 
Hand, 

There Myftick Nuptiab ferious Mirth allow • 
Ambitious Cbaplets wreath His azvful Brow. 
Angels in filent Streams Jirange Nedar pourf 
And unfeen Qufters yield a Purple Show'r : 
The wondrin^ Guefts percei*ve the injpiring Juice; 
And fparklingOtps cekfiialjoys infufe. 

The Funerals paft, here they defpair of Aid; 
While mourning Loves His tardy Steps upbraid: 
But fee. He comes ! See, from the pawning Totnb, 
The Rififtg Touth, like newJtorn LilUes, bloom ! 
The frighud Sifters fhake, with pleafing Dread; 
And tender Sbreiks falute the wakening Dead, 

What fmiling Graces my bleft Eyes invade ! 
Vaily bright Maria I Hml, celeftial Shade ! 
"Bere, Virgin hmocence, and Love Divine, 
Aftxr in one Face, in fweet Offt(fionfifinei 

And 
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Atdy /(ffily njorjit^ hkndy in doubtfitl Red^ 
The under Mather with the blufiing^Jf/laid. 

&ich glorious Forms^ the guilty Tempkt ftain ; 
■/ind Ctoudfy Adoring, lift their Hands in 'vain, 

TH US mcient Greece frefitm% with fiat- 
tering 5%///, 
IVKnervaV awful Beauties to reveal; 
Into the Manfions of the Gods to pry, 
'jindftunt the Powers conceaFd within the Sky, 
Bold Plato thus, bis Shadowy Science tai^ht ; 
jind Athens prius'd the NeWy UannoniottS 
Thought, 

Vain Thefts of Hutmm Art / jVo Taitii can 
JhoWy 
No Words can f^ure, what no Mortals biow. 
Poorly y our faint Ideas all conAinCy 
To form an Image, of the Power Dinjine: 
He onty his own Ukemfs can exprefsy 
jind radiant Image in fuU Gloty drefs^ 

New- 
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New-mold the Oayy and with hit Junger trace 
Wf brigk Refemblancey on thefttthborn Maff; 
Tbofe Heavenly Colour r on the Mind revhe. 
Inform the Hearty and teach the Soul to live. 




N* 54. IrU^t Oetoh. 31,1718. 



Or^ 7^p W4 imptt^i vofutcy vuti yLari nva bs/ay eth 
ILtjiiva €X/£g\f iMeitty ii,i\ie locoifv t& tots uKkug abri 

Plat, de Leg, Lib. 7. 



N my Fifty Eighth Ledure (which 
opens a New Courfe of Studies) I 
have attempted to draw my Difci- 
ples out of the Romance of Poli- 
ticks, by exhorting them to acquire Ibme 
Knowledge of the Laws of Englandy before 
they undertake the Government of it. I fliall, 

• this 
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this Day, purfiie the fame Defign j and endea- 
vour, by fome additional Confiderations, to 
divert that Zeal, with which my Countrey- 
men are pofTefTed, of labouring to force their 
Private Schemes into Pradice; and thereby 
firiving to introduce Alterations into the Con- 
(titution i which (notwithftanding their great 
Forefight) may, fome time or other, prove 
fatal to our Liberties. 

I F the Nature, the difierent Capacities and 
Inclinations, of Mankind be duely confidered, 
in a Political Ways we fliall foon be (atisfied, 
that much the fmalleft Proportion of Men are 
governed, in their Anions, by the True Reafbn 
of Things. The Juftice and Wifdom of a 
Law enters, but little, into the Confideration 
of the Multitude z But, the Antiquity of a 
Law, and the Veneration, with which it is 
thereby 6xed in the Minds of the People, are 
the moft popular and forcible Motives of the 
ready Obedience, paid to It. 

The introducing of New Forms, is gene- 
rally attended with dangerous Difputes : And, 
the Generality are beft contented, when they 
are governed, as their Fore-Fathers were. It 
is very (eldom advifeable to attempt a 
Change, even for the Better, in fome Parts 
of a Conftitution. The greateft Law-givers, 

who 
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who have yet appeared in the Worlds have 
ooanimoufly efteemed frequent Changes in 
the Laws of any State to be prejudicial to it. 
Therefore, to prevent Tliis Inconveniency^ 
They did all make ufe of Religion, and the 
Belief of a Divine Inftitution, to over-awe 
the People, and make Them think it the 
higheft E^efumption and Impiety, to attempt 
any Change^ Thus, Numa prepoflefTed the 
Ramans with a Notion of his Commerce with 
the Goddefs Mgeria. Lycurgus fwore the 
People of SfartOy pundually to obferve his 
Laws, till his Return from the Oracle of Del- 
pbof ; and then, in order to render their Obe- 
dience perpetual, he made lumfelf a volun- 
tary Exile. It is needleis to mention Soloff^ 
ZmolxiSy and the other Legiflators of Anti- 
quity ; fiace it will be fufficient to obierve^ 
That the End, which they all propofed, by 
this Method of Proceeding, was to create a 
Religious, Habitual Obedience, in the People^ 
to a Syftem of Laws, which (after the ftric-' 
teft Examination) they judged to be founded 
on Right Reafon. 

W H A T I have advanced, in the foregoing 
Paragraphs, is not to be applied ftri&ly to 
thofe Particular Laws, which relate to the 
Subordinate Parts of Government, and the 

Forms 
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Forms, in which Private Juftice is adminiftred : 
But, to thofe General Principles, and Methods 
of Law, which are the Immutable Out*Lines 
of Government j and immediately relate to 
the Conftitution It felf. 

It is certainly more pra^cable, to make a 
Thoufand Changes in the Rule^ of Private 
Juftice, than One, in any main Point of the 
Conftitution. I may exemplify the Truth of 
This Obfervation, by the Temper of my 
Countreymen. They remain fatisfied with 
the feveral Changes, that have been made in 
the Rules, whereby their Property in Land, 
{^c. is determined: When yet, an Attempt 
to change the Conftituent Parts of the Legif^ 
lative Power; or, perhaps, even to depart 
from the very Form, in which thofe Altera- 
tions are made, would (in all Probability) 
create a General Uneafinefs, and Jealoufy, in 
the People ; for the Confequences of which, 
no wife Man would anfwer : And, it would 
be in vain to urge to them, at fuch a Jundure^ 
that the Alteration propofed, would infalli- 
bly turn to their Advantage. I believe, no 
Man doubts, that a Form of Reprefentation 
might be projci^ed, in every Refped more 
Equal, and more Beneficial to the Publick 
Liberty, than That of Choofing our Mem- 
bers 
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b^ of Pariiament out of fuch Incoofidera- 
■We Burroughs, as now have a Right to be 
Reprefented J and yet, I fancy, no Man, in 
his Wits, would attempt to change this an- 
cient Method. 

Although Alterations in the Subordinate 
&-anches of Law, are fometimes abfolutely 
ijecefifary to the AdminiAration of Govern- 
ment,- yet a Change, even in Them, fliould 
itot be fiequently and avowedly prajJUced. 
The People may be Infenfibly drawn into a 
Praftice, or Cuftom, Contrary to an Old 
Law : When, at the fame Time, They would 
perhaps, be very much incenfed, if that Law 
(though till then forgotten) were formally 
Repealed : And therefore, it is generally 
more Advifeable, to let a Law, of any ftan- 
ding, (uniefs the Inconveniencies of it are 
univerfidly known and acknowledged) wear 
Obfolete, than to repeal it by any Publick 
Aft. 

This was the ConduA the Romam obferved, 
with Reference to their famous Laws of the 
Twelve Tables. Thofe Laws had been Enac- 
ted with fo much Solemnity, that they judged 
it highly Impolitick, to leffen the Veneration, 
which the People had for them. They chofe! 
therefore, to let fuch Particulars in them, as 

were 
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were Impra&icable^ and^ in Fad) contraiy to 
Natural Juftice and Equity^ grow into Dif* 
life : Neither did They, by any Ad of the 
State, Anull any Portion of them, until Se- 
ven Hundred Years after they had been Enac- 
ted. The fame Prudential Condud has like- 
wife been obferved in England^ with Refe- 
rence to the Statute of Mag^ Charta ; which, 
with U S is juftly held in the greateft Vene- 
ration : There is a kind of fecret Charm in 
the very Words j and the Superftidon of the 
People, ha$ brought them to fignify every 
Liberty and Privilege^ which they enjoy by 
any Law whatibever* This Statute has been 
confirmed more than Thirty Times : And^ 
though Seven Parts in Ten of it are now be- 
come Obfolete, and quite out of Ufe j yet 
no Part thereof has been Nominally Re- 
pealed* 

NO Nation ever infifted, fo rigoroufly, 
upon this Immutability of Laws, as the Lo-* 
criam ; who, in this Refped, may be (aid to 
have been as Obftinate, in One Extream j as 
my Countreymen are Prone, to the Other. 
Among thefe People, it was an Eftablifhed 
Rule of Government ; That Every Man, who 
intended to propofe an Alteration in any Part 
of the Law, ihould come into the Publick 

Aflembly 
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Membly of the People (where all Propofals 
of That Kind were to be made) with a Hal- 
ter about his Neck : And, in Cafe he did not 
prevail with the People to admit of his Pro- 
pofol ; he was to be hanged, upon the Spot* 

This Government fubfifted, a long Time, 
With only its old Original Laws, and Inftitu-' 
tions. The Reader will eafily imagine, that 
They abounded not in Inmvating Fatrion^ 
upon the forefaid hard Condition. But at 
lift, however, an Alteration was propofed^ 
and took Eflfeft, on the following Oceafion^ 
The Law of Retaliation (which prevailed in 
all the Ancient Nations through the World) 
was a Fundamental Law with the Locrianr* 
It happened^ that a certain One-Eyed Citizen 
had a Quarrel with a Neighbour, who had 
Two Eyes, His Antagonift, being very Re- 
vengeful, threatened this unfortunate Man, 
that fince by the Law (which was an Eye for 
onEye^ &c.) it could coft him but One of' 
his Eyesj he would put out the (ingle E)'e of 
his Enemy. Hereupon, the One-Eyed Man 
fairly ventured into the Publick Aflembly, 
with a Halter aboUt his Neckj and there 
propofed, it mighty for the future, be art 
Eftabliihed Law, That if a Man, having Two 
Eyes, ihould put out the One Eye of a Perfon, 

Vol. l\. £ Wb<l 
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who had no more ; the Ofiender fliould forfeit 
Both his Eyes. And accordingly, the People 
were convinced. That it was very juft, He, 
who Blinded Another, fiiould be Blinded him- 
feE 

In this Manner were Thefe People fliewn 
the Folly, of making Thofe Laws Immuta- 
ble, which related only to Private Juftice: 
And, I wife, the Britons could be as eafily 
perfwaded, of the Danger there is, in making 
frequent Alterations in thofe Laws, which 
more Immediately regard the Publick. The 
Liberties of all our Neighbouring Nations 
have been loft, by not clofely attending to 
This Caution- The ftrongeft Fence of I>ub- 
lick Liberty, is that Enthufiaftick Veneration, 
which the Common People conceive for 
Thofe Laws, that were intended for the Bar- 
riers of it : And every Wife Patriot will en- 
courage this Enthufiafm, and make a right 
Ufe of it. For, though fome of our Sche- 
matifts might be able to projcft a Form of 
Law, ^c. which, abftradedly confidered, may 
appear as ufefol as that, which we enjoy ; yet 
ftill. That Strength and Authority would be 
wanting, which can be derived only from a 
long, Habitual Obedience of the People. 

Mondajy 
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Non enim de TyrannOy fed de Che j non de 
VominOy fed de Parente loquimm. 

Plin. Panegi 




H E Criticks have univerfally 
agreed, to reduce the Poets, of 
all Age.^j under a very General 
Diftribution, by forting them into 
the Good and the Badi making not the lead: 
Allowance for the Indifferent. The fame Rule 
of judging, may as equitably hold with Re- 
lation to Kings : This is a Charader in Life, 
the Sublimity of which admits not of Medio^ 
crity. The Good King, (who, alone, is the 
Great One) can, only, make his Subjeds hap- 
py : And, if the People are not the Better? 
they muft neceffarily be the Worfe, for their 
Prince. 



£ 2 
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The Monarch may not furpafs the Philofo- 
pher in the Love of Vertue, in Wifdom, in 
Courage; neither, in the Fatigues of the 
Body, or Applications of the Mind: The 
Glorious Prerogative, that raifes a Sovereign 
above the Level of Human Nature, and en- 
titles him to the Veneration of Mankind, is 
the Extenfive Power of Doing Good, His 
Wifhes become Blefllngs : His earned Defires 
take Effeft: Whole Nations feel the Emo- 
tions of his Heart : And he makes Millions 
Glad, when he Thinks Aright ; fince he can 
pafs his Refolutions into Adion. 

Great Talents are, indeed, required in a 
Good King : The meaneft Capacity is fuffici- 
ent for a Tyrant, The Exercife of Arbitrary 
Power can be maintained only by Force,- and, 
where the Force is fuperiour to the Refi- 
ftance, there needs but little Skill to condud 
it A Keeper of Bears may as well vaunt liis 
Policy, as a Ruler of Slaves : The whole 
Myftery of both thefe Potentates, confifts in 
having ftrong Chains, and tough Muzzels; 
and to be well aflured, that their Subjcds 
cannot break loofe. But, to govern a People 
by their own Laws, and to employ the Pre^ 
rogative only for Their Good j fo as to found 

the 
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the Power, and the Grandeur, of the Prince, 
in the Liberty, and Profperity, of the Sub- 
jed: This is, properly, the Art of Govern- 
ment; and demands the moil confummate 
Wifdom, and the fublimeft Vertue. The 
Throne of fuch a Monarch is eftabiiihed in 
the Hearts of his People : His Voice is the 
Voice of a Multitude ; and his Majefty is not 
a Phantome, but the united Strength of the 
Whole Community. 

How glorious, How defirable, is the Con- 
dition, that furniflies a Man with daily Op- 
portunities of doing Good to Thoufands of 
Men 1 How dangerous. How little to be co- 
veted, is the Station, which hourly expofes a 
Man to the Hazard of prejudicing Millions I 
It is eafy to conceive, that the Cares of a 
Sovereign, who is the Father of his Coun- 
trey, muft be Great, and almoft without In- 
termiflion : But then, He is Greatly recom- 
penfed : His Fatigues are repayM with the 
Love and Veneration of a People ,- the fub- 
limeft, and moft fenfible. Gratification to a 
Noble Mind ! The Nation rejoyces : The 
Prince is pleafed : Their Satisfadion is mu- 
tual i and They Both enhance the Happinefs 
of £ach other. 

E 3 These 
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These Reflexions are intended to awa- 
ken in my Countreymen, the moft grateful 
Remembrances of a Monarch, whofe Vertues 
claim every Acknowledgment from the Bri^ 
tom^ while they retain a Senfe of Liberty. 
The Two Days, fucceeding to the Prefent, 
will for ever be diftinguiflied in our Chroni- 
cles : The Firft gave the Prince of Orange to 
the World ^ the Second gave King Williofn to 
England! He Landed, and our Fears vani- 
flied : He Reigned, and we became fecure ! 

It is very much to be lamented^ that E^ 
rope has not, hitherto, produced an Hiilorian, 
to deliver down, to future Ages, the Adions 
of this Great Man, in the full Luftre, in 
which they were admired throughout Europe^ 
not many Years fince. Such a Work is moft 
earneftly to be defired, out of Good Will to 
Mankind: It would animate Princes, with 
the True Spirit of Heroifm ; It would ihew^ 
how Vertue furmounts the greatefl Difficul- 
ties ; and, how the Adivity of one fuperiour 
Genius, in an Age, is fufficient to refcue Man- 
kind from Tyranny and Oppreffion. 

The whole Life of the Hero, I am fpeak- 
ing of, was employed in combating againft the 
Abufe of Power ; and, in oppoiing every At- 
tempt to invade tiie Rights and Privileges of 

Men# 
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Men. His Refolution was (uperiour to the 
perpetual Obftaclcs, that thwarted his De- 
signs ; and his Intrepidity, on all Occafions, 
fuitable to the Righteous Caufe, for which he 
fo often ventured to die. The Delicacy of 
his Conftitution did, in no wife, weaken the 
Vigour of his Spirit : He feemed rather a Be- 
ing^ than a Man ^ and his Mind^ all along, tri- 
umphed over a very infirm State of Health. 

He had placed Himfelf at the Head of the 
Proteftant Intereft from his Youth ,- and main* 
tained it, againft the united Intrigues of the 
Popiih Powers, to the laft. What important 
Schemes did He plan ! What weighty Negoci- 
ations did He bring to a Concluiion ! What 
defperate Battles did He fight ! What black 
Confpiracies did He efcape ! And what Cle- 
mency did He not manifeft to his mofl unrea- 
fonable Enemies, and moil treacherous Sub- 
jeds! 

As to his aufpicious Reign over this Nation, 
1 may fay, it was one continued Series of 
Adions, for the Welfare of the People: And, 
I appeal to the Publick Ads, and Records, of 
his Time^ when I affirm, That None of our 
Princes, his Predeceffours, conferred fo many 
(ingular Benefits upon the Subjeds; or, ref- 
cued them from flich imminent Dangers i or, 

E 4 took 
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took fo great Care, to perpetuate their ^-i- 
berties to Pofterity. So that. He muft, for 
ever, be of Glorious Memory^ with every Honeft 
EngUfljman. 

An Efiglijhman fiiould leam to reflet upon 
the Alexanders, and the Cefars, with Abhor- 
rence : Hiftory abounds with Ambitious Mo- 
narchs j we read of their arrogant Triumphs i 
and overlook the Confiifion, and Slavery, and 
Mifery, in which they involved Mankind. 
How different is the Glory of King William i 
who drew his Sword, and formed Alliances, 
only to preferve the Liberties of Europe: 
Nor, were his Labours without Succefs : He 
lived to fave the moft Flourifliing Common- 
Wealth, from the moft Imjwnding Ruin j and, 
to refcue the only Free Kingdom of the 
World, from Tyranny and Superftition. The 
Firft Ad of his Reign, was to reftore us to 
our Laws, and to our Religion ; and, his laft 
Moments were employed, in confirming thofe 
Bleffings to our Pofterity, by compleating the 
^ftabliftiment of the Frotejiant Succe^n, 
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H^^, Prudence^ aver Virgin Love^ prefides : 

The Happy Wives ^ are not the Happieft Brides. 

Anonym, 




Onsidering that I have not 
yet compleated Eight Months in 
the Exercife of my Office ; I think, 
I have given the Helplefs Sex fuffi- 
cient Proofs of my Readinefs to ferve them. 
This, no doubt, has lately encouraged One of 
my Pupils to place great Confidence in me, 
in a very weighty Affair,- which requires Dif- 
patch : And, I am forry, I have wanted Lei- 
furc to comply fooner with her Requeft, 



To the FREE-THINKER. 

S I Ry OSlober 23. 1718, 

Am a Young Woman, who have little or 
no Pretenfions to Beauty j though, I am 

*not 



I 
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not blemiflied with any Deformity ,• and, I 
am told, I am. Altogether, very well ; and, 
in the Opinion of fome, even Agreeable. 
I am of a Good, but Unfortunate, Family ; 
and, I have had the Education of a Gentle- 
woman : Though, by the Misfortunes of my 
Parents and Relations, I am like to be no 
Fortune. 

^ I have not the leaft Symptoms of Co- 
quettery in my Nature : I never was fond of 
the Converfation of your Sex,- and, have 
been remarkably careful to fliun the 
Company of Young Gentlemen- This is 
my known Charadker ; and, from my Grave 
Looks, my Acquaintance have, all along^ 
predeftinated me to marry fome Old Man. 

^ Now, Sir, you muft know, there is a 
certain Gentleman, in the World, well ad- 
vanced in Years i in plentiful Circumftan- 
ces; and, without an Heir. I have feen 
him feveral times, in Publick ; and could 
Like him, very well, for a Husband : But, I 
am at a Lofs, how to let him know my 
Approbation of him, without expofing my 
Reputation, and offending againft the Rules 
of Modefly, which Cuftom has prefcribed to 
us Virgins. I think no Perfon fo capable to 
advife me, in this Difficulty, as your felf. 

Mre- 
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^ I remember, when a Great Lord, who 
^ bad taken a Wife without a Portion, came 
^ to prefent his Lady to the late Qjieen ; her 

* Majefty was pleafed to fay, I like your Choice 
^ very wetly my Lard j Money you have no Oc- 

* cafion for j and^ in this Lady^ you are fecure 
^ (f Vertue. If you can perfwade my Gen- 
^ tleman to be of the fame Opinion, I ihall 
^ ftudy to make him Happy : And, I am fa- 
^tisfy'd, you think too juftly to cenfure a 
^ Woman, who, in a vertuous Way, would 
I be glad to advance her Fortune. 

^ I bope you will be fo generous, as to let 
^ me (oaa have your Advice : If there comes 
' any Good of it, I ihall, in due time, acknow- 
^ ledge it; and, you may depend upon re- 
^ ceiving one of my Wedding Favours. I am, 
[ Sir, with due Refped:, 



Toun^ 



Am 



ALIA. 



p. S. ^ I had almoft foi^ot to acquaint 

* you, that I excell in making Water-Gruel, 
^ Milk-Porridge, and Caudle : I have always 

* been my Father's Drefler j I underftand the 
^ decent Xyc of a Cravat ; and the grave 

[ Adjuft. 
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^ Adjuftment of a Wig, to a Nicety ; and can 
^ air a Night-Cap with any Woman in the 
^ Nation. 

A M A L I A has reprefented her Cafe in (b 
juftifiable a Manner, that I am far from diC- 
approving her Projed ,- or, from thinking, that 
her Intentions are not both Honourable and 
Prudent. She feems to be compleatly quali- 
fied for the Condition of Life, flie choofes : 
And, if flie proves fo fortunate, as to ac- 
complifli her Defigns, 1 fliall be proud of at- 
tending her in the Quality of a Brideman. In 
the mean time, to forward the mutual Hap- 
pinefs of Both Parties, I fliall deliver my Sen- 
timents impartially on either Sidej and the 
rather, becaufe They may be of Service to 
feveral difcreet Virgins may be engaged in 
the like Purfuits. 

It Ihews great Moderation of Mind, in a 
Young Woman of No Fortune, to be able to 
like an Old Man, who can fupply fo material 
a Deficiency. And it is certain, that there 
are Agreeablenftfles in Age, which (upon the 
Whole) a ferious Temper may think, not in - 
feriour to Thofe of Youth. The calm, equal 
Satisfadions, which may be found in the 
One, do (at lead) ballance the eager, une- 
qual 
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qual Raptures of the Other. Happinefs may 
be compared to a gentle, regular Stream, that 
always flows alike : Tranfport is a Torrent, 
which for a few Moments rages, and having 
no fettled Source, foon leaves its Channel 
dry. My Correfpondent wifely prefers the 
Durablenefs of the Firft, to the Violence of 
the Latter; and, has leamt to condud the 
iTioft head-ftrong, blind Paflion, with Pru- 
dence and Forefight. 

The beft Advice I can give Amalia^ to dii- 
red her in her prefent View, is to confider^ 
That a Perfon advanced in Years, and Expe- 
rience, is not to be engaged by the Methods, 
which the Sex pradice, with Succefs, upon 
Young Men. Coynefs, Difficulty of Accefs, 
ftudied Quarrels, little Jealoufies, and vexa- 
tious Difappointments, will entirely defeat 
her Hopes. The wealthy Old Man, \s to be 
fecured by a modeft, ready Compliance to 
his Propofals : He makes Love, as he would 
make a Purchafe : He comes with Ready Mo- 
ney ; and, though he may like the Cargo, yet 
he expeds, there Ihould not be Many Words 
to the Bargain. The leaft Coldnefs makes 
him fly off, and imagine the young Lady has 
a Contempt for the Wifdom of Age, and is 
ignorant of the ineftimable Value of Money, 

Since 
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Since I have no Hint given me, whereby to 
guefs at the particular Perfon, Amalia defires 
to make Happy ; I muft here addrefs my felf, in 
General, to all the Rich Old Gentlemen, who 
are at their own DifpofaL When a Batchelour 
has gone deep into Life; he generally has 
the Misfortune to furvlve his Band of Inti- 
mates ; and, to live like an Alien, in his Na- 
tive Countrey. His Home is a joylefs Cave 
to him, by Night ; and, the moft populous 
City a Defait, by Day. In this comfortlefs, 
forlorn Condition, there is no Relief equal to 
a young, vertuous Wife; who will, at all 
times, prove a pleafing Companion, and a 
tender Friend. I fpeak to Perfons of Reflec- 
tion ; and, therefore, I need not be more Par- 
ticular in my Advice. I fliall only add an 
Obfervation of Montagne's ; That the very 
Converfing with Youth, drives off Old Age ; 
and prolongs the Chearfolnefs of the Mind. 
It feems, to me, like preferving a tender Con- 
ftitution, by removing into a wholfome Air, 
and a warm Climate. 

There have been young Wives foil of Ten- 
demefs, and Affedion, to Husbands of an 
Age very diftant from their own. And, be- 
caufe Examples, drawn from Perfons of great 
Diftinftion, are very flattering Inducements 

to 



to a Liberal Mind ; I fliall refer my Readers, 
of either Sex, (whom this Difcourfe may con- 
cern) to Plutarch's Life of Fompey ; where. 
They may find the yonthfal Cornelia parta- 
king the Diftrefles of her unfortunate Lord, 
in the moft aflfedionate Manner ; and, bitterly 
lamenting his Death, in the Nine and Fiftieth 
Year of his Life. 

NM7. Msndojy Nov. la 171 8. 



Omnit homines^ P. C qiti de rebus Mils con- 
fidtant^ ob odio, amicitia, ira, atque omni mfe- 
ricordia, vacuos effe decet. Haud facile animus 
tierutit pravidetj ubi ilia officitmt : neque quif- 
quam omnium lubidini fimul (^ ufui paruit. 

Sallust. 



O Morrow is the Day appointed, 

by his Majefty's Proclamation, for 

the Britijh Parliament to Aflem- 

ble : A Senate of the moft ample 

Privileges, and of the greateft Dignity, in the 

World ; 
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World } an Aflembly of Free-born Subjeds j 
not fo, by any Ufurpations of the People ; 
but, by the Ancient Laws^ and Conftitution, 
of the Realm. 

I fliall not, here, attempt to fpeak of the 
Rights of Parliament ; nor of the whole Duty 
of the Members of Both Houfes : Intending 
to take an Opportunity to confider That 
Fundamental Branch of our Government, in 
its proper Place, within the Compafs of my 
Political Ledures. Neither, fliall I advance 
any Notions, out of Favour, or Prejudice, to 
any Particular Set of Men ; but, endeavour to 
awaken, at this Jundure, fuch Refblutions, 
in the Great Council of the Nation, as tend 
to the manifeft Advantage of the Whole 
Community J remembring ftill, that I have 
prefcribed to my felf One General and Im- 
partial Diftribution of Mankind, by forting 
them into the Reafonable^ and the Unrea-^ 
fonable. 

In order hereunto, I would fain recom- 
mend at Prefent, to my Countreymen (of 
what Qiiality foever) who are now more im- 
mediately concerned in the Legiflative Power, 
the ferious Perufal of my Prelhnmay-y Lec^ 
tures^ recapitulated in the Fifty Fifth Paper ,• 
and, more efpecially, Thofe upon the Love of 

Truth f 



Truth i without which dilmterefted Pffnciple 
of a True Publick Spirit, no Perfon is Wor-» 
thy of a Seat in either Houfe of Parliament* 

ON the Fourth Inftant, I was invited to 
make One, in a fele^ Society ; who met, in 
the Evening, to Commemorate the Glorious^ 
and (I hope) Immortal^ Memory of King Wil- 
Uam. The Company confifted, chiefly, of 
Members of the Houfe of Commons. There 
were prefent Two Young Reprefintather^ of 
Promiiing Parts, engaged in oppofite Interefts j 
each warm in his Party ; and, fanguine alike, 
in their different Conclufions, as to the Refo- 
lutions of the Parliament, now ready to meet. 
When thefe Gentlemen had gone on, fome 
Time, in the Heat of their Debates, and in 
Pelting each other, by Turns, with Provoking 
Healths; Probm (putting back his Wig, and 
thereby difclofing the Authority of his Grey 
Hairs) gave the Signal of Silence with his 
Hand ; and moderated the Debate, in Words 
to the following EflFeA. 

Gentlemen^ 

^ T H A V E been, in a particular Manner, 

* J attentive to your little Animofities, this 
^ Half Hour : And now (with the Leave of 

* the Company) I defire, for the Honour o^ 

V o u 11. F 9 yQ^ 
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^ you Both, and for the Intereft of Great- 
^ Britain^ I may be heard, a few Moments, 

* with Patience and Attention. 

* It pleafes me, to find fo many Members 
^ already in the Town ; which makes me 
^ hope, there will not One be Abfent, this 
^ Day Seven-night, from his Poft. No Man 

* ihould undertake to ferve in Parliament, 
^ who does not think himfelf under an indif- 
' penfible Obligation, to give his conftant At- 
^ tendance : It is a Publick Concern ,• and the 
^ Truft is Sacred. As for Thofe, who may 
^ at any Time abfent themfelves, upon the 
« Hopes of obliging ; or, the Fear of difobli- 
« ging, a Great Man j They obferve a diiho- 
^ nourable Neutrality , having neither the 

* Courage to oppofe what they judge to be 
^ Wrong ; nor, the Honefty to ftand by what 
^ they think to be Right. They are Soldiers, 
^ who hide themfelves in the Day of Battle, 

* You are Young Men : You are our Ex- 
« pedation, and our Hope. I have been de- 
^ ceived in my Contemporaries : Let us not 
^ upbraid our Sons. Suffer not your felves to 
' be Regimented : Maintain your Birth-Right ; 

* preferve your Freedom, as the Pledge of 
« your Integrity. Read j Enquire ^ Hear ; De- 
' bate : And then. Determine. 

^ Enter 
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^ Enter the Houfe of Cojnmom, as the T^;;/- 
ple of Liberty. Do not you, Sir, take your 
Seat There, with a Refolution, beforehand, 
to oppofe the Court: Neither do you, Sir, 
go Thither, with a fettled Purpofe to ap- 
prove its Meafures. The Trae Courtier^ 
and the True Countrey-Gentleman, is He> 
who enables the King, only to adminifter 
Juftice i to proteft the Subje&s j and, to ag- 
grandize the Nation. 

* You are young Men : When you rife up 
to fpeak, 2L&£t not to flicw your Rheto- 
rick 5 neither, condefcend to be Witty. A 
Jeft is Profane, in a Senate. Let your 
Speech be Grave, and Pertinent ; and, your 
Expreifions Manly, rather than Delicate. 
Above all Things, avoid Bitternefs of Lan- 
guage, and Terms of Reproach. You meet 
not to Revile, but, to Reafon: You meet 
as Friends, and Countreymen ,• Fellow-Ci- 
tizens, and Fellow-Labourers, for your 
Own, and the Common, Weal. The Beft 
Man may Err in his Judgment : And, even 
a Difingenuous Speaker is moft effeftually 
refuted, without Palfion. Be not afhamed 
to be convinced, by an Adverfary : Adhere 
to Truth i and be not too confident. That 

F a there 
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there may not be a Free-Tkinkcr amongft 
you. 

^ Remember , your Counties, and your 
Burroughs, do not fend you into Parliament, 
to give you an Opportunity to make your 
own Fortunes j but, to take Care of Theirs. 
Beware, therefore, how you beftow your 
Voice ; It is the Voice of your Coun- 
trey. 

* Remember, though you were chofen the 
Reprefentatives of a fingle Corporation j yet, 
you enter the Houfe of Commons, to ferve 
for the Intereft of the whole Kingdom. As 
foon as the Parliament fits, you. Sir, are 
more than Knight of a Shire; and, your 
Friend is more than the Deputy of a Cor- 
porate Town : You Both, immediately, 
commence Patriots, and Legiflators, of 
GrcauBritain i and, are enlarged in your 
Power, by being made Equal. 

^ Laftly, Remember i The King calls you 
together, by his Royal Proclamation, to fit 
for the Difpatch of dhers weighty and impor- 
tant Affairs. Let your Deliberations be 
void of Animofities ,• clear of all Interefts, 
but thofe of the Community; and, free 
from all Paflion, but the Love of your 

^ Couu- 
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' Countrey. If, there be not Wifdom in the 

* Miiltimde of Counfellours, the Confiifion 

* will be great, in Proportion to their Num- 
' ber. In a Word, fuch is our Degeneracy 

* at Home; and fuch the Situation of Af- 
' fairs Abroad ; that You, and your Cliildren, 
< may have reafon to refletS, with Satiifac- 

* tion, on the prudent Refolutions of This 
' Seffion ; or, forely, to regret the Lofs of 
' the Opportunity, now given youj to make 
' yonr Selves, and your Pofterity, a Power- 

* fill, and rlourifhing. People ; the Envy, and 
' Admiration, of the Nations round ys. 
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Tfrfonam tragicam forte Vulpes viderat : 
quama [pscies, inquit, cerebrum non habet .' 
Ph^dr. 



SHE Great Affairs of the State, 
gl which call our Senatours together, 
B from the different Parts of the 
B Kingdom ; bring, likewife, the Fine 
■Women, theToafii of the Nation, to Town ; 
who, may be considered, as the Reprefenta- 
ther of the Britijb Beauties. The gay Af- 
femblies meet, and difperfe, with the Parlia- 
ment : Publick Bufinefs, and Publick Diver- 
fions, have the fame Seafon j and, they ferve 
to relieve each other. 

-. Among the Reft of the Fair Tribe, Awe- 
lia (my Favourite Difciple) is arrived. JVed- 
nefday, in the Evening, I went to pay my Re- 
fpeds to her ; and, at the fame time, inform 
my felf of the Progrefs, file had made (du- 
ring 
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ring the Vacation) in Free-Thinking. I found 
her a veiy Apt Scholar ; perfeftly Miftrefs of 
the Truths, I have inculcated ; and in great 
Forwardnefs, to become a moft Lovely Phi- 
lofopher. She defired, I would take timely 
Care to prevent (if poffible) or, at leaft, to 
difcountenance MafqucradeSy this Winter : 
And, when I had finiflied my Vifit, I imme- 
diately retired Home, to comply with her 
Requeft. 

My Ccnftant Headers^ may remember, that 
I promifed, to * take a favourable Opportu-- 
niiy to admonijh the Ladies^ againfi the In^ 
novation of Mafqueradef; and all Exceffes of 
Gayety. I, then, thought, it would be Philo- 
fophizing to little Purpofe, Ihould I attempt 
to write againft this Extravagance ; when the 
Seafon, for it, was expired. On the Firft of 
Augufty I took an Occafion, from the Day, to 
fpeak of Publick Games or Exercifesj and 
hinted, that I Ihould (in due Time) confider 
Publick Shews, or Spedacles: And now is 
the Time, when I may hope, my Reflexions, 
on This Subjeft, may have fome Influence 
over my Difciples. 



* N^ 15. 

F 4 AS 
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A Sy in the Choice of Publick Sports and 
Exercifes, Care fliould be taken, to prefer 
fuch Games as tend to improve the People, 
(in their diflferent Stations) in fuch Feats of 
Adivity, as may make them ferviceable 
to the Community,- fo likewife, it behoves 
the Civil Magiftrate not to authorize, nor 
even to fuffer, any Shews or Speftacles, of 
a Publick Nature, which do not, in fome 
Degree, improve (at leaft, not corrupt) the 
Minds of the People, while they are diver- 
ted. 

V 

Another Maxim of Common Senfe, which 
I fliall venture to recommend, upon this Sub^ 
je<a, is ; That, in a Free Countrey (more es- 
pecially) Publick Speiftacles ihould be exhi* 
bleed at as moderate an Expence, as Ele- 
gance, and Decency, will permit; and ihould 
be fo contrived, that the Perfons of an Inferi- 
pur, and Middle Rank, may inoffenfively be 
admitted to partake of the Diverfions, toge- 
ther with Thofe of the beft Faihion. By 
this Means, one great Branch of Luxury is 
cut off; there is a Dignity maintained, in 
the Spirits of the Multitude ; and a Degree 
gf Politenefs diffufes it felf, through the fe- 

yeral Orders of the Spedlatours. 

^' I fliall 
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I ftiall be anticipated, here, by my Reader 1 
who, probably, will be before-hand with me, 
in approving Theatrical Reprefentations. And, 
indeed, if our Writings, for the Stage, were 
always circumfcribed within the Rules of 
Good Manners ; and Men of Genius were 
encouraged to employ their Wit, wholly, in 
Favour of Vertue, and Good Senfe ; and to 
adorn fuch SubjecSs, more efpecially, as fall 
in with the True Principles of our Conftitu- 
tionj no Entertainment could be invented 
equally Amufing, nor half fo Inftrui^ive, as a 
good Play, juftly reprefented. 

Operas are a very elegant Diverfion; but 
more confined in England^ by reafon of the 
Expence required to fupport them ,• and, be- 
caufe the People are not, fo univerfally, pre- 
pared to underftand the Language of Mufick, 
as they are to apprehend Expreffions of Wit 
and Senfe : Therefore, amongft us. Operas 
cannot, yet, be fo property accounted Pub- 
lick Shews, as Entertainments for a Selei^ 
Audience. 

There are Publick Spedacles, that are not 

of fo refined a Nature ; nor much attended 

. to by Perfons of Diftindion ; which, never- 

thelefs, may be very Proper, and have no 

fraall Influence upon the People^ for their 

Good, 



90 T7?* Free-Thinker. N^(58 

Good. Sucb^ in particular^ is the Lord 
Mayor^s Shew, in the City : Such are the 
folemn Proceflions of Corporations ; or of 
any Trading Companies ; or Artificers ; on 
ftated Days. Thefe Pageantries ferve to in- 
fpire the Youth, with a Love for their Privi- 
leges, and their feveral Vocations ; to quicken 
their Induftryj and, to make them ambiti- 
ous of arriving at the Honours, and Digni- 
ties, which fall within their refpeilive Scenes 
of Life. 

It, likewife, becomes the Prudence of a 
Magiftrate, to inftitute Publick Spedacles, of 
an inferiour Kind, to be exhibited (at proper 
Times) to the Populace ; Amufements, fuit- 
able to their Capacity. The Art, in this 
Point, is to divert Them with fuch Shews, as 
may let in, at their Eyes, fome very popular, 
and material, Inftruftion; and difpofe them 
to become True Proteftants, and Good Sub- 
jeiSs, while they Rejoice. Of this Kind, is 
the ancient and laudable Cuftom, of Burning 
the VopCy on the Tifth of No'veinber ; and in 
Commemoration of Qjieen Elizabeth. I am 
forry to fee this Ceremony is not performed, 
of late Years, with the tifual Pomp and 
Triumph j fince, under proper Regulations, 
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it always has been, and always will prove, 
a ftronger Antidote againft Popery, to the 
Multitude, than all the Writings of our Re- 
formers. 

Thus far, in general, concerning Publick 
Games, and Publick Shews, in Two Lee* 
tures. I come now to confider the Innova-* 
tioh of Mafqueradesy introduced into this 
City, in our Time, by a French Duke ; whofe 
chief Buiine(s was to feduce us, by fpecious 
Appearances; and to undermine the Vertue 
of the Nation, by fuch Methods of Luxury, 
and fuch Maxims of Policy, as (I hope) 
None,. but a Forreigner, will ever have the 
Confidence to approve. 

Mafquerades may pafs for a very Arch 
Contrivance in Countries, where Jealoufy 
pafles for Wifdom ; where every Matter of a 
Family locks up his Women 5 and where 
the Two Sexes never have an Opportunity 
to converfe promifcuoufly, but in Difguize. 
In Great-Brit ain^ the Ladies are as Free as 
the Gentlemen ; and we have no Diver- 
fions, nor Publick Amufements, in which 
the One may not appear, without Offence, 
as frankly, as the Other, in their proper Per- 
fons. 

They 
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They muft have very mean Notions of Po- 
litenefs, who can imagine this outlandilh Ex- 
travagance, any Improvement to our Natio- 
nal Diveriions. The wearing of an odd 
Mask, or a whimfical Habit, is a very poor, 
mechanical Way of being Witty. And, I am 
pleafed, to find our Mafqueraders compleatly 
awkward, in their borrowed Charaders. With- 
out anfwering Qiieftions, They exped their 
Drefs fliould fpeak for them : They ftalk 
about, like a Crowd of Mutes ; and the 
Great Room in the Hay-Market^ upon thefe 
Occafions, refembles (faid a pleafant North 
Britain) the Wardrobe of fome ancient Go- 
thick King, animated by Goblins. 

If we compute the Expence of the Habits, 
and the Exceffivenefs of the Subfcriptions, to 
furnifli out thefe Scenes of Folly ; the Contri- 
buters will, juftly, fall under the Cenfure of 
a fevere Proverb. Perfons of Quality, and 
Falhion, fliould never debafe their Liberality, 
by lavifliing away Money, to countenance, in 
a publick Manner, any Contrivance, which 
can never tend to improve any Kind of Know- 
ledge, or Elegancy in Life. 

I forbear to mention here the feveral In- 
conveniencies, in fo populous a City, of this 
New Stratagem, to fubvert our good Senfe ; 

hoping. 
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hoping, the fober Part of my Countrey-men 
may not be offended with it, this 'Winter. 
But, before I lay down my Pen ; I beg leave 
to intimate to our Fine Ladies, that the Wo- 
men of Quality, in Old Rome, would not 
have disburled the fmalleft Piece of Coin to 
lupport a Ma(querade; and yet would, in a 
Body, make the lai^eft Subfcriptions to 
ferve the State j even, to the Generofity of 
parting with their very Bracelets and Jewel^ 
freely and unasked, for the Good of their 
Countrey. 
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Fremont Omnes Iket ; dkam quod fenth : 
Bibliothecas MehercuU omnium 'Phibfo^jontm 
Uttus mihi 'Oidetur xii Tabtdarum LibeUuT^ uti- 
litatir Ubertate^ fuperare. Cicer. de Orat. 



I O puifue my Courfe of * Politicks : 
i I have often wondered how it 
^ comes to pafs, that a Knowledge 
i of the General Principles of the 
Common Law of England (efpecially as to 
iuch Parts of it as relaCe, more immediately, 
to the Conftitution) fhould not be made the 
Principal Accompli&ment, in the Education 
of a Britijh Gentleman. There is Nothing, 
in which the Publick is more nearly concer- 
ned, than in the early Notions and Principles, 



* N* J8, tf4. 

which 
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which are inftilled into thofe Perfons, whofe 
Birth, and Circumftances, place them in fuch 
a Rank, in this Free Nation, as may juftify 
their Pretenfions to the Higheft Employments 
in the State. 

The Romans had a particular Regard to this 
Confideration. Great Care was taken to in- 
fpire, betimes, the Sons of their Nobility 
and Gentry, with a Love, and even a Fond- 
nefs, for the Laws of their Countrey, They 
were taught to repeat, by heart, the moft re- 
markable Articles of the Famous Laws of 
the Twelve Tables; which, to Them, were 
in the Nature of our Common Law^ the 
Fountain, from whence all their other Laws 
did fpring. In the Pradice of Oratory, the 
Youth were frequently put upon exercifing 
their Eloquence on a feigned Difpute in their 
Laws. This early Impreflion remained freih 
in their Minds, to their Lateft Age ; and was, 
perhaps, the true Motive of that lofty Com- 
mendoifion, which Tully gives to Thofe Laws, 
in my prefent Motto. 

It is a Misfortune, our Common Law is not 
digefted into a Method, which might render the 
Study of it Eafy to every Gentleman : If this 
were happily performed ; my Readers would 
not be iiirprized, when I venture to affirm, 

that 
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that Cicero's Rapture is as juftly applicable to 
the Laws of England^ as to the Laws of the 
Twelve Tables. 

I know very well, that all Perfons, who 
are prejudiced in Favour of the Chil Law^ 
will immediately reflet upon the feeming 
Abfurdities, that appear in feveral of our 
Englijh Forms. Let me affure thefe Gentle- 
men, that the Torms of the Roman Law (as 
it ftood in the Time of Cicero^ and when 
their Empire was in its grcateft Glory) were 
much more ridiculous, than any Form^ that 
has ever yet been pradiced in England. 

I am very far from imagining, that every 
Gentleman ought to qualify Himfelf to be- 
come a Barrifter: Though, I think it abfo- 
lutely neceffary for Him, to acquire fome 
Knowledge of the Englijh Hiftory ; and a fuffi- 
cient Skill in thofe Laws, which are requifite 
to the Difcharging of any Tnift, or Employ- 
ment, he may pretend to. If he is not wil- 
ling to undergo This Fatigue, he fliould be 
fatisfied, and even defirous, to remain unem* 
ployed i or, afpire, at fartheft,. to Nothing 
beyond a Sine-Cure. The Happinefs of a Peo- 
ple, depends on the Knowledge and Capacity, 
as well as on the Integrity, of the Perfons, 
who have the Diredion of Publick Affairs : 

Andj 
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And, it is obvious, that a General Know- 
ledge of the Law, is as Neceflary, in the In^ 
ternal Parts of the Englijh Government, as 
Arithmetick is, in order to manage any 
Branch of Trade, without Confiifion. As 
for the Qualifications, which are requifite for 
the External Parts of Policy, I fliall fpeak of 
them in another Ledlure,- and, upon Enqui- 
ry, I fear, my Countreynien will be found to 
be as unduly qualified for Publick Bufinefs, in 
This Refpeft, as in the Other. 

I remember. Sir John Fortefcue obferves, in 
his Book of the Commendation of the haws of 
England^ That none but Noblemen, or Gen- 
tlemen Born, were Learned in them : Admit- 
ting his Obfervation to be True, the Prefent 
Age of Noblemen, and Gentlemen, of the 
Greateft Eftates, is the Reverfe of the Age, 
in which he flouriflied. In our Univerfities, 
there are Profejfours of the Roman Law j and^ 
Ledures are Read (or, fuppofed to be Read) 
in the Schools, upon fome General Tnles 
thereof. The Students acquiring, by this 
Means, a fmall fmattering in the Chil LazVy 
contrad an early Prejudice againft the Laws 
of their Native Countrey, Prepoflerous 
Method of Education ! How contrary is it, I 
do not fay, to the Principles of True Poll-* 

Vol. II. Q ticks^ 
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ticks ; but, even to Common Senfe ! No^ 
thing can fit a Man for Publick Bufinefs, but 
a Knowledge of the Publick Laws of his 
Countrey ; and nothing can fo much engage 
him in the Study of them, as his being timely 
poffeffed with a Love, and Veneration, for 
Them. 

How can we expeft Men ihould be Zea- 
lous in Defence oft Thofe Laws, which they, 
are taught to defpife in their Youth ? And I 
appeal to the Teftimony of the Generality 
of Men of Letters; whether moft of our 
young Gentlemen do not come out of the 
Univerfities, with the higheft Veneration for 
the Civil Law ; and as great a Contempt for 
the Common Law of England : Though, at 
the fame time, I muft do them the Juftice to 
own, They have about an equal Share of 
Knowledge in Both. I do not charge this 
Fault, fo much, upon the Members of the 
Univerfities, as upon their Conftitution j 
which obliges Them to adminifter Juftice in 
their Courts, according to the Rules of the 
Cm/, and not of the Common Lazv : Which 
is a Fault not to be remedied by Them- 
felves. 

Hence, chiefly it is, that our Youth, though 
as early vexed with Ambition, as any Young 

Men 
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Men in the World, never fo much as think of 
the Laws of the Land, in their eager Pur* 
fuits after Employments. But^ as foon as 
They have a little improved their Conftruing 
of the Qajftck Authours, into What They call 
a Tafte of Poetry, and Polite Learning 1 
They make the Tour of Francey and Italy 1 
Learn their Exercifesj Gaze upon fine Buil- 
dings, Paintings, and Statues j and fo come 
home to fet up for Minifters of State, upon 
thefe gay Accomplifliments j utter Strangers 
to the Cuftoms, arid Humour, of their own 
Countrey 5 and, often ignorant of the very 
Geography of the Ifland. 
' Odd • Qualifications th^fcf, for a Politician I 
Could, I (uppofe, thefe TtnfeUSquires had ever 
heard the Story, I fhould* be apt to imagine, 
they aded, in good Earneft, upon the Maxim, 
which the Great SwediJIo Minifter, Count Ox-» 
BJtierney delivered, in Raillery, to his Son ,• 
Who was diffident of his Capacity for Bufinels^ 
from his Want of Knowledge and Experience j 
Nefcuy mi fili^ quam pauca inundm regitur fa^ 
pieniia! Thou knowc^ mt^ 7?iy Son^ how little 
Wij^dom go'verns the World ! 

The Principle of Self-Love may, indeed^ 
be alledged in Favour of the Difqualified 
Gentlemen, who undertake the Execution of 

G a Offices^ 
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Offices, merely, as they find them Conveni- 
ent, either to gratify their Ambition, or their 
Avarice ; or, to repair a fliattered Fortune : 
Let me, therefore, inftead of blaming them, 
accufe the Judgment of thofe Perfons, who 
fometimes do, as it were. Clamour the Men 
of lively Imagination, and glittering Parts, 
( fit, perhaps, for every Thing, but Bufinefs ) 
into Employments; which, otherwife, They 
could never have entertained the leaft Hopes 
of obtaining. I have often thought, no Peo- 
ple, but my Countreymen, were ever poffeC- 
fed with this Humour : When turning over 
MHan^ I met with a Story, which is a juft 
Parallel to what has been pra^iced amongft 
our felves. 

Phrynkhm , a Poet of great Repute in 
Athens^ once took an Opportunity to employ 
his Mufe in the Service of his Countrey. The 
Athenians happened to be engaged in a War : 
Whereupon, this Gentleman immediately 
writ an Excellent Copy of Martial VerfeSy to 
infpire his Fellow-Citizens with Courage and 
Refolution. My Readers may imagine his 
Ode to have been much of the fame Nature, 
with our Song of Britons ftrike Hojiie^ &c. 
The wife People of Athens^ were fo highly 

pleafed with the Poet's Performance, that 

they 
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they chofe him General of their Army ; 
gravely fuppofing, that a Gentleman, who 
underftood Poetry fo well, muft be good at 
Fighting, and fit for every Kind of Bufi- 
nefs. 




N^yo. Friday^ Nov. 21. 171 8. 

Sufpe^ the fan^tiffd^ cenforious Fair : 
The vertuous Wbman^ bar a cheerful Air. 
Ingeuuour Minds are^ ever^ leaft Precife ; 
And Prudes are^ only in Appearance^ Wife. 

Anonym, 




T fometimes happens, when I have 
treated a Subje^, that I am at a 
Lofs for a Head-Piece to my Pa- 
per j to fpeak in the Printer^s Lan- 
guage. In this Diftrefs I have, of late, ap- 
ply'd my felf to v(iy Vntn^ Anonymus ^ who, 
immediately, fqrnilhes me with an EngliJJj* 
Couplet, or two, for my Purpofe ; that the 
Ladies may, now and then, have a legible 

G 3 Motto J 



101 TZ>^ Free-Thin KER. N**70' 

Motto ,• and be able to underftand the Half- 
Sheet, from the Beginning to the End. I 
think it a Juftice to my Readers, to let them 
into this Secret ,• to fave the Inquifitive, the 
Perplexity of Guefling at the Authour I cite ; 
and the Trouble of Hunting, in the Mifcein 
lany Toems^ for Verfes, which are to be found, 
only in the Tree-Thinhr. As for the Lines 
above, the following Letter will immediately 
fliew, how pertinent they are to my prefent 
Occafion. 

Mr. Free-Thinker; OSlob.i^, 1718* 

* T T A VI N G obferved, in feveral of your 
^ JL X Leisures, the tender Regard you bear 

* to our Sex ; and the Readinefs you profeft, 

* to reclaim our Little Follies, when they are 
^ not inconfiftent with the Dignity of your 
^ Charafter ; I thought I might implore your 
^ Afliftance, to vindicate the few, indffenfive 
^ Liberties, we enjoy, from the Cenfures of 
^ the Prudes. 

^ All the Company, I received Yefterday, 
^ was infefted by one of thefe Malignants : 
^ The innocent Mirth of the Tea-Table was 
^ called in Queftion i the Liquor it felf ftiled 
^ Luxuiy and Wantohriefs ^ and the little? 
[ Sallies of Wit and Satire, which ufually 

.^ attend 
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attend that Geremony, and are mutually 
given, and received, amongft us, without 
Offence, were tamed profane and impious. 
When I read one of your diverting Papers, 
it was called, Atheiftical; and good Dr. 
Taylour recommended, as a finer Araufe- 
ment. 

^ Were I to give you the fecret Hiftory of 
this precife Creature j and to inform you 
how often, in a Day, flie retires to her Ci- 
tron Bottle, under the Pretence of Devotion, 
I am perfwaded, you would think it very 
much for the Edification of Society, to have 
the whole Sifterhood of Canting Females 
baniflied to fome Defart Ifland. In the 
mean Time, I beg of you, to read them a 
Leffon, for the Sake of, SIR, 

Tour Conftant Reader^ 

And Admirer^ 

LUCINDA. 

This is a very reafonablc Requeft: And 
Lucinda may fee, that in my very Third Pa- 
per, I have declared my Diflike of the Per- 
fons, for whom fhe exprelfes fo jufl: an Aver* 

G 4 fion. 
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fion. I know them to be narrow-minded; 
Enemies to Free-Thinking ; and, for the moft 
Part, void of focial Virtues. They are 
lowering Clouds, that caft a Gloom upon 
the Cheerfulnefs of Converfation^ and inter- 
cept the Sunlhine of Life. 

But, before I go on farther, that I may not 
be mifapprehended, I muft obferve, that the 
Denomination of PrudCj was originally ap- 
ply 'd to Females, in a Good Senfe; and 
ferved to diftinguilh the Prudent, Modeft, 
Vertuous Women, from thofe of a contrary 
Character. But, in the Age we live, through- 
out France^ and Great-Britain^ the Word is 
become a Term of Diflionour, and Ridicule, 
in the beft Authours j and in the politeft Con- 
verfation : And, it implies a Perfon, who 
(under the Difguize of a more than ordinary 
Vertuej a fuperlative Sandity of Manners; 
and, an over-fcrupulous Behaviour) con- 
ceals her Pride and Ill-nature, and feci-et 
Pradices, which are no way confident with 
the Charader Ihe affumes. But, I muft here 
inform Lucinda^ that there is likewife a more 
Innocent Kind of Prudes^ who through the Pre- 
judices of ui narrovv, precife Education, and 
a natpral SuUennefs of Temper, miilake Se- 
verity fpr Vertue, Cenlbrioufnefs for Wifdom, 

and 
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and Melancholy for Religion. The Firft Sort 
of Prudery is founded in Hypocrify ,• the Se- 
cond, in Ignorance: Therefore, the One is 
Defperate ; while there may be Hopes of re- 
forming the Other. 

Thefe Female Cynich do not a little contri- 
bute to the difcountenancing of Modefty, 
and Innocence, in their own Sex, by the Dif- 
agreeablenefs of their fupercilious Looks; 
their folemn Deportment ^ and their unfea- 
fonable Shew of Godlinefs, upon all Occafi- 
ons. Young Perfons, of a fprightly Temper, 
foon take an Averfion to this Pedantry in 
Vertue, and Wifdoni; and may be apt, for 
want of Experience, to fecure themfelves 
from This Extream, by taking Refuge in too 
unguarded a Freedom. Thus, immediately, 
upon the Reftoration of King Charle^i the Co- 
roalien ran into all the Exceffes of Riot and 
Debauchery, that they might not be fufpec- 
ted of. Puritanifm. 

Since my Correfpondent has mentioned 
Dr. Taylour^ I will venture to recommend the 
Sermons of Archbilhop Tillotfon^ as more 
proper for a Lady's Clofet. From them file 
knay learn a Reafopable Religion ,• and a 
cheerful, a^ive Vertue j fuch, as is requifite 

to 
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to make us at ofice ufeful and agreeable in* 
Society. 

T O a difceming Eye, a finiflied Prude is as 
far from being Difcreet, as a finifhed Fop is 
from being Genteel. Senfelefs Aufterities 
bring as many (and, perhaps, greater) Vices 
and Diforders into Life, as Imprudent Levi- 
ties : And, there is more Wickednefs in One 
Malicious Cenfure, than in Twenty Inconfi- 
derate Sallies of Mirth and Pleafantry. I 
muft here advertife Lucinda^ that it is not 
Prudery in a Lady, to fliew her Diflike to 
Mafquerades ,• becaufe, there are a great ma- 
ny weighty Reafons againft them ; and hardly 
one plaufible Pretence for even the Tolera- 
tion of fuch an Extravagance, in This Coun- 
trey. 

At the fame Time, I will allow the Young 
Lady to be ftigmatized with the Name of 
Prude^ who not only abfents her felf intirely 
from the Decent, Eftabliflied Amufements of 
the Town j but, likewife, cenfures the Per- 
fbns, who make a moderate Ufc of them. I 
cannot better explain, nor more eflfedually re- 
commend, my Judgment in this Point of Gi- 
fuiftryy than by delivering it in the Words of 
Othelb^ in Sbakeffear : 

To 



^^^JO ^^Free-Thinker. 107 

To fay ?ny Wife h f air ^ feeds welly laves Company^ 
Is free of Speech ^ Sings^ Plays ^ and Dances wcll^ 
Where Venue is^ Thefe are moft Verluous. 

. I (hall conclude this Female Ledure, by ob* 
ierving. That the Lady, who moderately ufes 
innocent Diverfions ^ who carries Smiles in her 
Countenance, and, is able to raife them in a 
whole Company, by her Difcourfe, ought to 
have an inward Serioufnefs of Mind, which 
jhould be the Foundation of all her Gaiety : 
Otherwife, her Mirth is only Inconfiderate- 
nefs, and want of Refleiftion ^ it will be apt 
to pall, and end in Sadnefs; or, to degene- 
rate into that Vanity, which is the oppofite 
Extream to Prudeiy. This Foundation of 
Serioufnefs ihould remain concealed j while 
all our Pleafantry grows out of it : Which 
jnay be illuftrated from the Nature of Trees. 
We are delighted to fee them, in the Spring, 
flioot out into Leaves, and flourifli in BloC- 
foms ; while the Root, from whence all this 
gay, pleafing Appearance arifes;, lies hid un- 
der Ground. 

Monday^ 
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^d 'vero habet duBontatis Furor ijle, quern 
Dhimin Docatis j «f, qua Sapiens non videaty 
ea videat hfanm; 6" '^3 qui humanot fenfiu 
amiferitj divinot ajjecutut fit ? 

CicER. de Divinat. 



|Y this Time, I may fuppofe, my 
t Difciples have had fufGcient Lei- 
3 fuie to refieft ferioufly upon the 
ffi Nature of * Superfittion ^ fo as to be 
able to diftinguifli it from Religion, and to be 
thoroughly convinced of the dreadful Confe- 
quences it brings upon Society. Therefore, I 
Ihall now proceed to the Confideration of Ew- 
tbufiafm; an Evil not fo common, nor fo uni- 
verfalj though as pernicious and unreafonable, 
as the Former. I fliall, likewife, treat this Sub- 
ject in the Method, in which I treated the 
Other i by firft enquiring into the Nature and 
___ 

Caufes 
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Caufes of it : Referring my Readers to 
another Ledure for the Knowledge of its Ef- 

kas. 

I Have defcribed ^ENTHUSIASM, 

to be an over-weening^ and groundlefs Perfwa-- 

fion^of being the particular Favourite of Heaven; 
of being hfpired from Thence with every wild 
Fancjy that happem to fpring up in a wartn and 
diftempered Brain; for no other Reafon^ but be-- 
caufe It imagines fo^ and feels a rapturous Plea- 
fure in the Conceit thereof. I have, in the fame 
Paper, confidercd the Enthujiajly poffeft with 
this Perfwafion, under Two Difpofitions : Firft, 
as a Man^ who may be driven by his Phrenzy, 
to diftiirb the World ,• fancying Himfelf fent 
by God to overturn Nations, and to have a 
Commiflion from above, for all the Mifchiefs> 
which he perpetrates on Earth : Or, fecondly, 
as a Perfon, who, in a more peaceable and in- 
dolent manner, is often caught up into the Third 
Jieavenj becaufe he reads, that St. Paul was 
fo caught. He is ravilhed with Inexpreflible 
Nonfenfe : He imagines he feels, and intimate- 
ly knows God ; while he fcarce feels or knows 
Himfelf : He miftakes every Flafli of Fancy, 
that breaks out in his dark Soul, for Divine 



^■^ 
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Illumination ; when, in reality, it is no mord 
than the Sparklings of his unruly PafCon ; a 
Paffion much refembling the Raptures of Love } 
only with this Difierence, that a Lover very 
wfeU knows the Oh]e6k of his Defires ; where- 
as the Enthufiaft rifes into Extafie and Admi^ 
ration, he knows not wherefore, and is fmilf- 
ten with he knows not what. 

As Enthufiafm therefore is a Kind of irre- 
gular, and almoft unaccountable Madnefs, it 
is not always eafy to fix precifely upon its 
Caules, in the different Perfons it aflfeds. In 
fome Men, It may have no other Caufe, but 
That, which produces every other fort o^ 
Madnefs : In this Cafe, it comes more pro^ 
perly under the Care of the Phyfician, than 
the Confideration of the Philofdpher ,• and re- 
quires Prefcriptions for the Body, rather than 
Applications to the Mindi The Machine is 
out of Order ; the Animal is (for the time) 
no longer a Man ; and it is in vain to offer at 
Reafoning, while the Intelle^al Faculty is 
fufpended. 

Therefore, the only Attempt, I Ihall pre- 
tend to make, in handling this Subjeft, mall 

be to examine, Whether there are not fome 

Caufes, which work Men up into Enthufiafin^ 

diftina from the violent ConcuflSons of the 

Animal 
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Animal Strudure j and which, with due Care, 
may either be prevented, by the Force of Rea- 
fon, from taking Effed ; 'Or, may be removed, 
fo as to cure the Perfbn, already intoxicated 
with fublime Abfurdities* Such Caufes, I con- 
ceive, there are j and I think. They are all 
ultimately reducible to Ooej which is Igno- 
rance. 

This Caufe, operating ty^b different Ways, 
is the chief Authour of Enthufiafm ; as it pre- 
vents us from having juft Ideas concerning the 
Nature and Attributes of God^ and, as it fur- 
niihes us with falfe Notions, and vain Conceits 
of our felves, as to our own Merit and Capa- 
city. From One, or Both, of thefe grofs Er- 
rours, I believe it will appear, Enthufiafm 
not only arifes generally ; but, is preferved in 
a Mind, predifpofed for the Delufion by a 
natural Heat of Brain, and a prefumptuous 
Temper. 

When a heated Imagination concurs with 

a profound Ignorance of the Nature of God, 

it immediately erefts every Produdion of its 
own into a Divine Infpiration. A Perfon thus 

Qualified never enquires, whether his warm 
Conceptions be Right or Wrong ; nor coolly 
examines, whether he has any Reafon to be- 
lieve his Inftigations came from God : He 

takes 
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takes his own blind and firm Perfwafion to btf 
an inconteftable Proof; and believing, every 
Inward Call to be the Voice of Heaven, for 
no better Reafon, than becaufe he believes fo ; 
he proceeds to Adion, without demurring up- 
on the Juftice, and the Merits, of the Caufe. 

This Enthufiaflick Confidence, or Inadver- 
tency, betrays him into Two very great Er- 
rours, which his Ignorance hinders him from 
difceming. 

The One confifts in imagining, that God 
can command Things, which in Themfelves 
are not Right. Not being acquainted with 
the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God, which al- 
vrays inclines him to what is Wifeft and Beftj 
the Enthufiaft fancies. He can command Any 
Thing : And, inftead of judging, that what- 
ever God commands, he commands it, becaufe 
It is Wife and Good ; he judges every Thing 
to be Wife and Good, becaufe he imagines It 
to be commanded. If he would, or could, 
refled on this, it would frequently prevent 
any farther Mifchief, and ftop him in his firft 
Career. He would then fee, that Many 
Things cannot poffibly be of Divine Autho- 
rity ; and, that neither any feeming External 
Proofs; nor the moft lively Impreffions on 

his own Mind, are fufficient to out-ballance 

the 
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Ae Demonfiratlon^ which lies againft Them * 
unlefs he can bring himfelf to allow^ that 
Particular and Accidental Revelations, may 
overthrow the Univerfal and Conftant Re- 
velation of God's Will, which is diffiifed 
through Mankind, by that Portion of Reafon^ 
and Underftanding, they have received from 
the Supreme Being ; and, which we muft have 
Recourfe to, before we can even underftand^ 
or judge of. Particular Revelations. 

The other great Errour, in this Cafe, con* 
lifts in receiving any Thing for Divine Infpi-* 
ration, without fufficient Evidence. Thisj 
likewife, arifes from Ignorance of the Na- 
ture of God# He can neither Enjoyn, nor 
Reveal, any Thing Obligatory to us^ with- 
out giving us, at the fame Time, a fiiflScient 
Proof, that it comes from Him : Otherwife, 
bow fliall we be able to know, that the 
Commatidi or the Revelation, proceeds from 
Him ? And, confequently, how are we obli^ 
ged to obey the One, or to believe the 
Other ? Suppofe^ the Matter of the pretended 
Revelation, to be a moft certain Truth ,• yet^ 
That is no Proof of its being revealed to us 
from Heaven : It only makes the Deception 
of lefs dangerous Confequence. If we em- 
brace, even, a Truth, fo as to receive it for a 

yoL-IL H Part*. 
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Particular Infpiration from God, without juft 
Grounds ,* we ihall oftener be led into Fal- 
fhood by the fame Extravagant Perfwafion : It 
being by mere Chance that we light upon 
Truth, when it is placed upon the fame 
Foundation with Falfhood ; and when they 
rife and fall in our Judgment, as they happen 
to have the Imagined Infpiration on their 
Side. 

Therefore, if we defire to fecure our (elves 
from falling into Miftakes of the moft dange- 
rous Confequence, fuch as over-bear all the 
Principles of Vertue and Honefty ; we muft 
beware of every Deception in this Kind : We 
muft never believe our felves Infpired, but 
from a better Reafon, than is commonly al- 
ledged j namely, that we feel it : Which, in 
Reality, amounts to no more, than BeUeving 
ity becaufe wefirongly Believe it. 

But, in Order to produce Enthufiafm in 
any Degree of Vigour, this Ignorance, with 
Relation to God, muft be accompany'd with 
an Equal Ignorance, and falfe Conceit, of our 
felves. This laft Kind of Ignorance expofes 
the Enthufiaft to the Effeds of the Former : 
This Falfe Conceit of Himfelf, makes him 
imagine, he is placed in a Rank, far above the 
reft of Mankind ; Alone worthy to be the . 

Favou- 
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Favourite of Heaven, and to be employed in 
all its Defigns and Refolutions^ At the fame 
Time, perhaps, he pra^ftices a voluntary, af- 
feded Humility j but, it is of fo Angular a Sort^ 
that it manifeftly difcovers the moft exalted 
inward Pride : It is fuch an Humility as tnakes 
him, in his Heart, defpife the Plain Man, 
who difdains to put on the fame Lowly Ap- 
|)earance. In few Words j this Ignorance gives 
him the higheft Conceit of Himfelf ,• it makes 
him think, that the Supreme Being cannot 
be fo Unjuft to his Worth and Merit, as to 
deny him the Privilege of being entrufted 
With all his Secrets, and of being his Prime 
Minifter with Men. 

When thefe two Caufts meet, IgnoraftcU 
of God, and a blind Conceit of our felves^ 
tile Enthufiafm is Compleat j and. It operates 
according to the different Tempers, and Dif- 
pofitions, of the Perfons, whom it pofTeflTeSt 
If the Temper happens to be Fierce, Aftive^ 
and Ambitious ; the Enthufiaft proves Turbu- 
lent and Seditious : If Indolent and Lazy j 
He refts contented with Prophecy and Vi- 
rion. 

H % VMa^i 
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Mev^ia certe non modo Fbilofophiam, fed 
omrni viu ufmt, ommfque artei, Una maxine 
amtmet. Cicek. 



t Return my Thanks to the Gentle- 

I man, who addrefles the following 
g Letter to me, from the Countrey. 
H Whenlcome toPhilofophizeupon 

II Faculties of the Mind ; I hope, 1 
fhall be able to putfue his Thought, in the 
Manner, he deiires : In the mean Time, 
He has laid together fo many ingenious Re- 
flexions on the Subjedt, he recommends to 
me, that my Readers (I queftion not) will be 
very much pleafed with His Performance j and 
think it a compleat InttoduAion to a fUtute 
LeAure, on the lame Topick. 

Mr. 



1 
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« 

IVfr.FRiE-THiNKER, Oifober 29. ijiS. 

YOUR Defign being to inftrud, and 
entertain, the Mind ; give me Leave 
to propofe a Subjed to you, which, under 
your Management, may be of General Ufe, 
The Subje^, I mean, is the aftoniihing Fa- 
culty of Memory ; the Repofitory of all our 
Knowledge. 

* Without this wonderful Faculty, all In- 
tercourfe between Men would ceafe ; no 
Bufinefs could be carried on ; nor fliould we 
retain Words, fo as to be able to fpeak. 
How miferable muft the Condition of Man 
be, if we fuppofe him deprived of this 
Power of recalling Things paft ; or, of trea- 
furing up new Occurrences ? How fliall fuch 
a One , make known his Wants, when he is 
in the fame Condition (with refpedl to the 
Names of Things) as the Infant, that has 
not learnt them ? How fliall he give Orders 
to his Servants ? How fliall he know them ; 
or, his Friends j or, his Children ; if he can- 
not recoiled their Faces, and their Voices ? 
If all Men were without Memory, all Lan- 
guage would be confounded, and in a little 
Time ceafe j and we fliould not differ from 
the moft inadvertent and flupid Part of the 

H 3 Mute 
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Mute Creation, with all our Organs of 
Speech in Perfection. 

^ The Mind, with this Defed, would reap 
little, or no, Advantage from our Senfes^ 
but, like the Eye, would only pafEvely re- 
ceive the Imprelfions, from outward Objefts, 
which it could not retain. The Eye it felf 
would be but a meer Looking-Glafs, in 
wliich the Subftances, that pafled before it, 
would appear, and difappear, without lea- 
ving the leaft Trace behind them, in the 
Soul. Whereas, by the Help of Memory, 
paft Occurrences are prefent to us ; and we 
may refle<a, with Satisfa^aion, on Happinef- 
fesy we have enjoyed j or, on Diflficulties, we 
have furmounted : By it we can entertain 
our felves with the Converfation of an ab- 
fent Friend ; and even raife a deceafed Re- 
lation from the Grave : This teaches us the 
Art of fixing the fwift Current of Time ; 
of recalling Yefterday ; of viewing our 
Youth diftinaiy , at the Diftance of Old 
Age^ and of entertaining our Imagination 
with the Pleafures of the Spring, in the 
Depth of Winter. 

^ Our Memory is of more conftant Ufe, and 
greater Extent, than we are aware. What 
an infinite Number of Nameis are there in 

every 
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* every Language ; to which, neverthelefs, 

* every ordinary Memory is fufficient. There 

* are as many feveral Faces, and Voices, as 
*Menj and yet, the Mind remarks fome- 

* thing in every one of them j which, being 

* laid up in the Memory, does, upon a fe- 

* cond View, fingle out this, or that, particu- 

* lar Perfon to ns, and diftinguilh him from 

* every Body elle. 

* The Readinefs and Faithfulnefs of the 

* Memory is, likewife, very wonderful. What 

* can be quicker than Thought ? The Images 

* pafs in the Mind, in a Train of Thinking, 

< fwifter than Lightning. Our Memory fup- 
« plies us with many Things fo readily, that 

< we hardly perceive it : It fcarce takes me 

< up a Thought, at this very time, to deter- 

< mine what the feveral Letters nmft be, 

< which compofc the Words, I am now Wri- 

* ting J they drop from my Pen, Letter after 
« Letter, making up fuch an Order, and Num- 

* ber, of Sentences, as exprcfs my Meaning j 

* and all tj^s, without a Thought (in a man- 
« ner) direding my Hand in the Shape of each 
« difierent Charafter ; or, in the Spelling of 

* each different Word. This was at firft the 

* Effea of Art J but, through the Fidelity of 

* Memory, it is become almoft mechanical : 

H4 'It 
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It requires little more Attention of the 
Mind, than walking, or fitting (till ; and, is 
no more a Hindrance to our Application of 
any fort, than the Winking of an Eye is 
an Interruption to the Sight. 
^ Notwithftanding the perpetual Ufe we all 
make of Memory, no Man knows Wherein 
it coniifts; nor, by what Means it retains 
that Multiplicity of Ideas^ with which it Is 
ftored by the Five Senfes, and the Reflec- 
tions of the Mind. We know, it is by the 
Magick of the Memory, that a particular, 
articulate Sound fliall raife in our Minds the 
Colour, Smell, and Tafie, of an Orange : 
That we came by the Idea of this Fruit by 
our Senfes, at Firft, we underftand ,• but, how 
it is retained in the Memory ; and, how we 
recoUeft it at pieafixre ; we comprehend not. 
And, not knowing what this Faculty de- 
pends upon, we cannot be fure before-hand, 
that it will ferve us upon a particular Oc- 
cafion. No One can explain the myfterious 
Chain of Reminifcence^ whereby he is able 
to repeat a Train of Words (confifting, per- 
haps, of many Thoufands) in their Order, as 
they (land in a Poem, which he has by 
Heart : We are not able to fay, what the 
f getting a Thing by Heart is j f fid, the Con- 

I tie^on 
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' ne£Hon of Words, and Things, in the Me- 
^ mory, is as inexplicable a Secret, as the 
'Cohesion of Matter in Natural, Philofo- 
^phy. 

* Since the Invention of Letters, and much 
^ more, fincc the Ait of Printing, is grown fo 
/ Common ; it has been thought convenient to 
^ disburden the Memory of many Things, it 
^ufed to be charged with. We are now 
^ taught to commit our Mind to Paper ; and, 

* by the Labour of the Hand, to fave the Fa- 
^tigue of the Brain. This Contrivance is, 
^ doubtlefs, an admirable Expedient for tranf- 

* mitting the Hiftory of paft, or prefent Ages, 

* to Pofterity : But, for our own immediate 
f Occafions, it may be doubted, whether it be 
f not prejudicial to miftruft our Memory fo 
f much; left, in time, we bring it, through 
I Difiile, to be of no Service to us. 

^ Pythagoraf^ and feveral other ancient Phi- 
^ lolbphers, delivered all their Precepts in 
? fliort Sentences, to be repeated, and remem- 
^bered by their Difciples; and committed 
^ none of their I)o^rines to Writing. How 
^ much this Method muft contribute to the 

* Improvement of th^ Memory, is eafy to 
^ judge : And, if this Habit of Remembring 
I were more cultivated, (han it now is ; it 

^ would 
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would more than anfwer the Pains. The 
Countrey-Labourer, who was never bred te 
write, or read, keeps as faithful a Debt- 
Book in his Memory, as his Landlord car- 
ries in his Pocket. How far the Memory is 
capable of extending it felf, no Perfon can 
tell, for want of trying it to the utmoft : It 
has reached to a fuprizing Degree in fome. 
Cdfar ufed to falute all the Freemen in 
Rome J by Name : And, we read of a Ge- 
neral, who knew every Soldier in his Ar- 
my, at Sight. We have it affirmed, that 
Monfieur Pafchal could remember all he had 
read, thought, or done, from his Childhood. 
A great many other remarkable Inftances, 
in this Kind, might be coUeded : And, I hope, 
you will, when you think it proper, take this 
Subjed into your Confideration (amongft 
others) for the Ufe of the Publick ,• which 
is the only End propofed by riiisEpiftle, 

from 

Mnemonidbs. 
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N^75. AHondajyDec.i. 1718. 



Omnibus dormio. 




HERE is nothing more common, 
than to Nod over a Stand iih, and 
to write out feveral Sheets of Pa- 
per (as it were) in One*s Sleep ; 
while the Authour imagines himfelf broad 
awake. On the contrary, the real Slumbers 
of a found Mind are often InftruAive, through 
the Juftnefi of the Imagination i and, a Mor- 
ning may be employed to very good Purpofe, 
in penning a Dream of the preceding Night; 
as will appear by my prefent Correfpondent. 

To the TR E E'TH INKER. 

SIR, November 16. 1718. 

TH E following Dream is at your Dif- 
pofal ,• either to burn, or to print it^, 
f as you flull determine* I a^, SIR, 

Tour Hwnik Sfrvant, 

A. B. 
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^ L A s T Night, I went to Bed (as ufual) 
^ with a calm, unrafled Mind, after the Bufi^ 

* nefs of the Day ; the natural Confequence 
« of Health and Innocence ,• the two folid 
« Bleffings of Life. In my Sleep, I fancy *d 
5 my felf in the midft of a lonely, delightful 

* Countrey-Landskip, in the Spring of the 

* Yean The Freflmefs of the Greens ; the 

* Luxuriancy of the Flowers ; and the Melo- 
^ dy of the Birds ; all, confpired to pleafe me. 
^ While I entertained my felf with the Prof- 
^ pf ft ; a Perfon, like a Bride, approached me : 
« She was dreffcd in a yellow Silk, with a 
^ Coronet of Myrtle, interwoven with Flow- 

* ers, on her Head. Nothing was wanting, 

* before, to make my Happinels compleat, 
^ but a Companion. Tranfported at the Ap- 

* proa(:h of fo fair a Creature, I feized her 
^ Hand ; which ihe feemed not to dilapprove. 

* I led her to a rifing Ground, where the Trees 
^ made a thick Shade : We feated our felves 
^ on a Bed of Violets j and, I began to addrefs 

* her with a Tendernefs, my Youth had never 

* felt before. 

* In that Moment two Women, diflferent 
^ in their Mien and Habit, intruded upon our 

* Retii-ement. The One appeared in full 
I Bloom s her Ciieeks dimpled with Smiles ; 

^her 
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^ her Hair flowing in the Wind ; and her 
^ Limbs expofed to Sight : There was an af- 
^ feded Levity in her Geftures ; and fhe dif- 
^ covered a Sollicitoufnefs to pleafe, in fpight 
*of her feeming Negligence. The Other 
^ came on with a more regular, mageftick 
^Pace: She wore a white, unfpotted Vailj 

* through which, neverthelefs, it was eafy to 
^ obferve an unconunon Dignity, in all her 
^ Motions. 

* The gay Appearance of the Firft was as 
^ agreeable to me, as the awful Prefence of 
^ the Laft was unwelcome. Her Looks, as 

* file lifted her Vail, gave a Check to my 
'Tranfports; while the Other fmiled upon 

* me with Approbation. They Both now 
^ contefted , who Ihould accoft me firft : 
^ Whereupon, the Airy Perfon thus beipoke 
^ the Matron-like Female. 

" Why ihould you break in upon the Soli- 
" tude, and interrupt the Happinefs, of this 
^ Youthful Pair ? Is it not fufficient, that you 
^ have your Votaries amongft Perfons of ma- 
" turer Years 5 and are adored by hoary 
" Heads ? Be happy (continued Ihe, turning 
" to Us) if Love can make you fo : You are 
^ in the Prime of Life ; and, the preient Sea- 
^ fon is indulgent to your Wifhes. 

t While 
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* WhUe flie fpoke, the whole Creation 
feemed to Rejoyce : My Heart was fired in-*^ 
to Rapture j and I gazed on her with SatiC- 
fa^on. The Other, obferving my manifeft 
Diflike of Her, caft on me a Look of Com- 
paifion, and dilappeared. 

^ All Reftraint removed, I was now happj^ 
in my Imagination, beyond Expreifion : I re* 
proached my own Folly, for wafting fo ma- 
ny irretrievable Days in Labour, in Applica- 
tion of Thought, and in ftudying the ro- 
mantick Vifions of Philofophy : I refieded 
on the ihort remaining Space of my Youth, 
and the exqui/ite Charms of the lovely Ob^ 
jeiJl, that lay befide me^ who feemed to 
court my Affedion ; and, with longing Eyes,^ 
to chide my Delays. 

^ Abandoned to my prefent Blifs, I at- 
tempted the moft endearing Careffes ; when, 
inftantly, I heard a violent Noife,* as if the 
Elements were all at Variance. The Sky 
was darkened ,• Lightning flafhed from the 
Clouds } the Flowers withered ,• the Ver- 
dure of the Fields was blafted; and the 
Raven, and the Owl, pearched over Ate 
with their boading Notes* Struck with 
Horrour at the fuddain Change, I foughc 
f for the Perfon whofe Speech had animated 

? me^ 
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me, before : But, the Phantome was vanilhed. 
This added to my Dread ,• and I felt an im- 
mediate Averfion for the Beauty, I purpofed 
to take into my Arms : At the fame Time, 
1 had the Mortification to perceive her 
Heart as averfe to Me. 

^ When our common Terrour was now 
grown to the Height ; the Uproar, and the 
Darknefs, increafing upon us : A gentle 
Gleam of Light broke faintly through the 
Gloom,- and I could perceive the Perfon 
coming towards us, whom (in the Security 
of our Joys) we had rejeded. Hereupon, I 
recolleded the compaffionate Look, with 
which flie left us^ and entertained fome 
Hopes of Succour, of which we then flood 
in the utmoft Need : For, the Scene of Hor- 
rour that furrounded us, had reduced us not 
only to defpife each the other ,• but, to abhorr 
even our felves. 

* As She drew near, Ihe threw up her Vail, 
and difclofed a Countenance full of Sweet- 
nefs and Compofure ; fuch a Mixture, as ari- 
fes from Pradence and Innocence united. 
The violent Convulfions of Nature did not 
difcompoie her Looks. We immediately 
proftrated our felves at her Feet ; when flie 
reached out her Hand, and raifed us with 

^ an 
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^ an Indulgence, we little expeAed. The 

* Thunder ceafed^ and the Violence 6f the 
^ Storm abated ; when I would have excufed 
^ the rude Treatment, flie had received from 
^ me : But ihe, touched with my Grief and 
^ Confufion, prevented me in the following 
« Words. 

*^ It was my tender Concern for you, that 
^ brought me hither, before i and the fame 
^ Compaflion prevailed upon me to return. 
^ I can eafily pardon your firft Fault ; and am 
*^ not furprized" at the powerful Influence^ 
^ which the Prefence of Vice had over you* 
^ Your Youth ,• your Inexperience j the Weak- 
" nefs of your Reafon j and Violence of your 
«^ Paflions ; all, plead ftrongly for you. But if, 
*^ after this fevere Warning, you continue 
^« deaf to my Admonitions j I Ihall, for ever, 
^^ withdraw my Proteftion from you. 

^ I was preparing to reply ; when file pre- 

* vented me, again, to this ESk£t. ** Remem- 
<« ber, Promifes in the Hour of Diftrefs are 
<c yery deceitfol : They ihew the Fear and 
«^ Anguifli, not the Refolution, of the Soul. 
<« Take Time and Leifure to refleft coolly 
<^ on your paft Conduft ; leam the Habit of 
<^ reafoning without Paflion ; and your Adions 
<^ then, will be conformable to the Dignity, 

« of 
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^ of your Nature : Suddain Refolves are only 
*^ thfe Lightning of a dark Mind : Deliberate 
^ Gounfels yield a continued Light, and will 
^ conduA you fafely through Life. 

* As Ihe fpbke, my Fears vanilhed, my Dif- 
^ order ceafed> and I felt my whole Anxiety 

* relieved. I viewed my lovely Bride with 

* Pleafiire, whofe Beauty now feemed to re- 

* ceive a frefli Luftre ,• and her Eyes glanced 
^ with equal Complacency on me t When thtf 

* Divine Form continued^thus^her Speech. " I 
^^ come not to difunite, but to cement, your 
" Loves J and make them lading. Improve 
" your Courtfliip into Wedlock. Let your? 
" Inclinations, and your Interefts, be always 
^ one : Go Hand in Hand, in all your Under- 
" takings : Make your Off-fpring, by your 
" Examples^ an Ornament, and a BlefTing, to 
^ Society j and count your Children the Chil- 
^' dren of the Publick. " At thefe Wordsj 

* flie fmiled on us, with a foperiour Grace ^ 
^ and, rifing from the Earth, marked her fwifif 

* Poflage, through the Air^ with a Traft of 

* Light. 

^ By this Time, fhd few renwining Clouds 

* were all difperfed ; the Flowers revived j the 
^ Birds renewed their Songs ; and I waked, 
? fmitten with the glorious Form of VertM f 

\ouU. I •ravilhcd 
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' raviflied with her Counlels j and in(pired 
' with frelh Refolutions, to pnjaice what ap- 

* peared fo amiable in a Dream, and what I 

* find fo Reafonablej now I am awake. 



N°74. Friday, Dec. 5- 1718. 



Eft genus hominwn, qui effe primot fe ommum 

rerum volma : Nee [unt. 

Terint. 



[HAVE lately received a Letter, 
\ which I take to be very Imperti- 
I nent j and queftion not, but feve- 
I ral of my Readers will be of my 
Opinion. I have been fome Days in doub^ 
whether 1 fliould pubiifli it; and, had it not . 
been for the confident Requeft at the End of 
it, I believe I fliould not have had the Inge- 
nuity to fend it to the Prefs. 

from 
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Trom the Cojnpany of the Coiners of Tkvt Hi 

Mr. Free-ThiKkeii, 

WE have long connived at the Free* 
dom, you have taken in publifliing 
your Thoughts, which have not the Stamp 
of our Authority! hoping that, like your' 
Predeceflburs (whofe Example may have 
encouraged you to oflFend in this Manner ) 
you would have confined your felf to fuch 
light and trivial Subjefts, as were beneath 
our Cognizance. But, fince you Teem to 
have formed a Projeft, to debafe the Value 
of the moft important Truths, by circular 
ting them amongft the Vulgar, ahd bringing 
them down to common Ufe ; our tendef 
Concern for the Ptiblkk Goody will not, any 
longer, permit us to forbear taking Notice o£ 
a Defigft, fo prejudicial to our Private Jn^ 
tereftc. 

' You feem to think y6ur felf furficiehtly 
juftified in this Licentious Pradlice, by fondly 
pleading your impartial Love of Truth, and 
die Candour and Ingenuity^ with which you 
endeavour to propagate it amongft your ton-* 
wary Readers^ But, this Excufe is no more! 
available for you, than if one, who breakd 

la Ma 
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in upon the Privileges of any other Compa- 
ny (who had appropriated to themfelves any 
Branch of Trade) fliould alledge in his Vin- 
dication, the Goodnefs of his Merchandi- 
zeS) and his juft and upright Dealings with 
his Correfpondents ; fince thefe Qjialifica- 
tions (like thofe you pretend to) would 
very much tend to enlarge his unlawful 
Commerce, and render it more injurious to 
thofe, whofe Rights he invades. 

^ Thus, Sir, the Cafe ftands between us : 
It belongs to Us, not to You, to plant this 
barren Ifland with Knowledge ; and the 
Growth of it is left, wholly, under our Care 
and Influence. It is our Task to reduce 
this wild plantation into Form and Order^ 
as well as to prune it, when it grows too 
luxuriant : And we, alone, have the indifpi>- 
table Right to determine, which Branch 
fliall be fuffered to thrive, and which fliall 
be lopped off, as Unfruitful, or Irregular. 

* We muft farther acquaint you, that we 
have exaftly calculated the due Quantity of 
Knowledge, which will fupply thefe our 
Territories; and have obferved the feveral 
Kinds thereof^ which are inoft coveted by 
the Inhabitants. We perfcAly know the 
Demand there is for Truth ,• and are fenfi- 

^ble. 
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ble, that a very fmall Excefs is fufficient to 
overftock the Market. It is for this Rea- 
fon, we arc forced to imitate the invidious 
Conduft of thofe Indian Colonies, that farm 
the rich Fields of Spices j who when they 
liave gathered enough to furnifli the Liku- 
ry of Europe^ give the pfelefs Remainder to 
the Flames; leaft too plentiful an Harvefl: 
ihould yield lefs Gains to the Monopoli- 
zers. 

^ It, too plainly, appears from hence, how 
great I^amage our Affairs are like to fuftain 
from tiie Number of contra-band Truths, 
imported in your Paper. And it is with 
Griefi and Shame, we are forced to repre- 
fent to you, that your Proceedings are fo 
unreafonable, and extravagant, that we al- 
ready begin to be alarmed with Apprehen- 
fions, that you, alone, may be found to have 
brought in more new Bullion to the Mint, 
in a few Months, than all our Company 
have thought proper to coin in many 
Years. 

^ We obferve (not without fome fecret Tri- 
umph) that you have been guilty of one 
very fpitefiil, but very unfuccefsful. Piece 
of Mifmanagement, by endeavouring to in- 
troduce fuch an unwelcome Novelty as pure, 

I 3 ^ unmixt. 
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unmixt, Truth. We moft folemnly affure 
you, that we have always found it neceffa- 
ry to work Truth up with fome Alloy, to 
make it pafs with the ignorant People ; who 
have been fo long unaccuftomed to its iCe- 
nuine Luftre, that it is not unpleafant to fee 
them frequently rejed your over-refined 
Notions, only becaufe they are not Spu* 
rious* 

^ Since the Merchandize of Truth is the 
richeft and nobleft Kind of TraflGck j it is, 
confequently, the higheft Injuftice to intrude 
into the Private Claims, which others have 
to it : And it is, moreover, of great Confe- 
quence to the Publick, that this Commerce 
be Regularly carried on, and that the fly 
Pretenlions of Interlopers be feverely diCr 
countenanced. The new Acquifitions, and 
dangerous Difcoveries, daily made by the 
over-forward Search after Truth, fiirnifh 
Mankind with a fubtle and refined Luxury, 
which infenfibly corrupts their Manners, and 
infefts their Minds with a certain untrada-r 
ble Stiflfhefs j an Obftinacy, that renders 
them troublefome to their Superiours. It 
is, therefore, highly neceffary to reftrain the 
People from an immoderate Ufe of thefe 
[ enchanting Pleafures of the Underftandmg : 

* And 
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* And to appoint proper Perfons to judge, for 
« them, what Kinds of this lufcious Food of 
' the Mind are leaft unwholefome, and what 

* Portions of it may be fafely allowed them > 

* fince they cannot be prevailed upon, wholly 

* to abftain from it. 

< It is obfervable, that Truth varies from it 

* felf, according to the Diverfity of Climates, 

* which it is the Growth of: And it requires 

* the niceft Skill to diftinguifli thefe changeable 

< Colours, and different Forms of it, which 
« feem to have been originally fuited to the pe- 
« culiar Genius of every People, and wrought 

* into their Political Conftitution j and , 

* therefore, ought never to be confounded. 

* Thus, the fame Syftem of Knowledge, which 

* feems rightly calculated for the Latitude of 

* Great Britain, fliould it as univerfally pre- 

< vail in /Ifia, or Africa, or, even in fome of 

* the more Southern Countries of Europe, 
« would probably occafion great Revolutions 

* in the ancient Monarchies eftablilhed there : 
« And, were any of the feveral Species of Or- 

* thodoxy, that flourifli happily in a forreign 
*Soil, tranfplanted hither j it might no Ms 

* endanger that Liberty, we are fo vainly fond 

*of. 

I 4 * For 
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^ For this Reafbn, it has been always agree*^ 
able to the Wifdom of Nations, to watch 
over the Progrefs of all exotic Science ; and 
to prevent the fpreading of Opinions, to 
which they had not been long accuftomed^ 
And we may fafely boaft, that the Care 
and Vigilance of Us Modems, in this Par- 
ticular, far exceed tlie higheft Pradence of 
Antiquity: Since, by a refined Scheme of 
Politicks 3 pnknown to thofe barbarous 
Times, the mod innocent Innovations in 
Speculation are treated, by Us, with greater 
Rigour and Severity, than the moft flagitious 
A(aions. 

^ Since you affe^a tp bp thought fo great 
a Lover of impartial Reafoning, we have 
frankly laid Qpen, to you, the true State of 
our Affairs, and the fecret Arts of conduc- 
ting them; in order to cqnyince you (in your 
own Way) of the Unjuftifiablenefs pf your 
Encroachments upon us, by the (Imple 
Force of Argument : Though we can pro- 
mife our felves but little Succefs from 9 
Method, we do not approve. We hqp? 
you will not make fo ungenerous^ and iur 
difcreet an Ufe of this our friendly Admor 
nition, as to expofe it to publick View ; or^ 
malicioufly dcfgint upon it, in your Lee- 

^ tures i 
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* tares ; which you are defired to forbear do- 

* ing, upon Pain of incurring our heavy Dif- 

* pleafure. Given^ at our Board; Nov. 17. 
' 1718. 

N"" 75. Monday, Dec. 8. 171 8. 



Uonefty is the Beji Policy. 




H E Proverb I have chofen for my 
Motto, is much for the Honour of 
my Countrey : It is a Maxim of 
the founded Senfe, very elegantly 
and concifely exprefled : It has ftood the Teft 
of Time; it has always met with the Ap- 
probation of the Wifeft Men ,• and is^ fingly, 
a more compleat Syftem of Prudence, than 
the Sayings of the Seven Sages^ put together. 

Having earneftly recommended * Sincerity, 
in Opinions, to my Difciples ,• I hope it will 
not be difficult to perfwade thofe, who ap- 
prove of That DoOrine, to manifeft the fame 

Ingenu- 
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Ingenuity of Mind in their Words and Acr 
tions: Tliat, having learnt Integrity towards 
Themfelves, they may pra<aice it with Re- 
gard to Others. The Firft is the beft Prepa- 
rative for the Latter : The Man, who is ac- 
cuftomed to impofe upon his own Under- 
ibnding, will think it no Crime to deceive 
another. For which Reafon, I wilh my Rea- 
ders would be fo juft to Themfelves, and to 
Me, as to conned thefe Two Ledures iq 
their Thoughts. 

O F all the Social Vertues, Sincerity in pur 
Words and Anions is not only the leaft 
painfid to Practice, but the moft ncceflary 
and beneficial to Society; and, therefore, it 
is lefs excufable to be deficient in this Point, 
than in any other. It is not a complexional 
Vertue; neither does it require Study and 
Application, and long Habit, to make it fami- 
liar : It flows from the natural, plain Di(ftates 
of Reafon^ and is generally moft prevalent in 
thofe, who have had the leaft Intercourfe 
with the bufy World. At the fame Time, 
it has fo extenfive an Influence on the Happi- 
nefs of Mankind, that of it felf, even with- 
out the Affiftance of Laws, it will contribute 
more to the Eafe and Quiet of a Commu- 
nity, than the beft Laws imaginable can 

avail. 
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avail, without this Integrity of Heart. And, 
indeed, if once we fuppofe this Cement of 
Society to be wholly taken away. Men had 
much better refuge themfelves from one ano- 
ther in Forefts and Mountains, and lie hid in 
Caves, than aifemble under Difguifes : Since 
their being gathered into Cities, as it were 
in Mafquerade, gives them only a fairer Op- 
portunity of betraying and ruining each 
other J while the Poor muft inevitably be- 
come a Prey to the Wealthy, and the honeft 
Man fall into the Snares of the Crafty. So 
that the Perfon, who either in his Words, or 
in his A<aions, refeives a fecret Intention to 
himfelf, contrary to what he profefles, and is 
in Reality different from what he appears to 
be, does (as much as lies in his Power) fub- 
vert the very Foundations of the Community, 
in which he lives ; and merits the Indignation 
of Mankind : Since he, who diflfembles with, 
or betrays, one Man, would betray every 
Man, if he could, with Advantage to Him- 
felf. 

But what is all This (will Count Clinquant 
fay) to the Purpofe ? Is this Free-Thinking ? 
Is this Reafoning like a Man of Penetration ^ 
What Benefit fliould I, or any other Perfon, 
reap in particular, could you fuppofe us fo 

iimple. 
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fimple, as to give you Credit for this reman-, 
tick Dodrine ? Give then thy Attention, 
Count (for once) to a Philofopher, whofe Sim-* 
plicity has been thy Mirth ; and (in fpeaking 
to my Difciples) I will unfold a Piece of plain 
Knowledge, which has been fo long concealed 
from thy fubtil Apprehenfion: I will fliew 
thee the Advantages of Sincerity, to be every 
Way fuperiour to the little Perquifites of 
that fraudulent Wifdora, for which thou art 
fo renowned. 

In fpight of Artifice and Cunning, few, or 
none, converfe much in the World, without 
frequently laying themfelves open to the No^ 
tice of others : So that, a long impenetrablq 
DiflSmulation is almoft, if not altogether, ini- 
prafticable. Befides, the Perfon, who ima- 
gines, be has attained the moft refined Hypo- 
crify, lives under a perpetual Apprehenfion of 
being unmasked j and is, indeed, often difc 
covered by the very Shifts, he is driven to, 
in Hopes of concealing himfelf more effec- 
tually. Whereas, the fincere Man rejoyces in 
the Sagacity of Mankind : He defires to be 
known ; and is perfwaded his Charader will 
fliine out, by Degrees. The more he is fif- 
ted, the more he is intruded : His Words ex- 
plain his Intentions J his Anions confirm his 

Words ; 
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Words ; his Reputation and Intereft increafe 
with his Years ; and thofe, who have known 
him longed^ confide mofl: in him. 

I call upon the Man of Guile, to bear Te- 
ilimony to the Wifdom of his Adverfaiy, the 
Plain-Dealer. By his counterfeit Behaviour, 
he condemns his own Policy : He is obliged, 
in his own Defence, to affe<a that Simplicity 
of Manners, to which his Heart is averfe. In 
the mean Time, his Underftanding is fo flial- 
low, that he does not apprehend how very 
difficult it is to fave Appearances, without 
Reality; wiiile the honeft Man is fecure of 
paffing for what he pretends to be. The One 
generally labours, in vain, to appear what he 
is not; the Other always appears what he is,, 
without any Pains. 

There is no human Prudence equal to the 
Uncertainty of Events. The falfe, deceitful 
Man, who promotes his Defigns by indire^a, 
and unwarrantable, PraiSices; and the Mart 
of Integrity, who purfues his Purpofes by no 
Methods, that are not juftifiable ; may Both 
fucceed, and Both may fail, in their Endea- 
vours : But with this Difference ; the Succels 
of the One Ihall be attended with Infamy ; 
the good Fortune of the Other with Reputati- 
on : The Knave is fure to be deferted in his Ad- 

ver/ity ^ 
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vcrfity ,• the honeft Man may reafonably exped 
to be aflifted : The Word of the One ihall be 
taken ,• and the Bond of the Other rejeded. 

Cunning refembles Prudence, as an Ape re- 
fembles a Man. The little Genius affeds 
Wiles ,• the Great Capacity is plain and art- 
lefs, in its Condud. The One is ihort-fighted j 
and, blind to more iblid Interefts at a Di- 
ftance, is attached to every prefent Advantage : 
The Other commands an extenfive View; 
fees All around, far and near ; and, taking in 
the whole Scope of Life, knows that the 
Chara^er of Integrity is of more intrinfick 
Value, than any Acquifition, that can be pur- 
chafed at the Expence of it. A Prudent 
Man will much eafier defeat the Artifices of 
the Crafty, than a Cunning Man be able to 
fruftrate the Meafures of the Prudent. Cun- 
ning, is like a Jugler's Trick ; once difcove- 
red, it deludes no longer: Prudence, is a 
real Perfe<aion, which challenges the niceft 
Obfervationj and is the more admired, the 
clearer Infight you have into it. As Perfpi- 
cuity is the Foundation of all fine Speaking 
or Writing j fo Integrity is the Bafis of all 
Human Prudence : The Figures, the AUufi- 
ons, the Invention, of an obfcure Authour 
do him no Service : And all the Referves, and 

Precau- 
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Precautions, of a Knave, are not fufficient to 
carry him, reputably and quietly, through 
Life. 




N^yd. Fridorf, Vec. 11. 17 18. 

Periculofum eft credere y (^ non credere : 

Utriufque exemplum bren)iter exponam rei. 

Hippolytus cbiity quia noverCiC creditum eft ; 

Cajfandr^e quia non creditunty ruit Ilium. 

Ergo exphranda eft Veritas multum priusy 

2Siafn ftulta prove ]udicet fententia. 

Ph^dr* 



Mr. Free-Thinker, Nov. ly. lyig* 

F a Man, over-run with the Spleen, 
^ and Weary of the World, can 
^ relifli any Thing in Life, it muft 
* be the admirable Dodrines, you 
^ are pleafed to inculcate in your Ledures j 
' more efpecially * That of Doubting, before 




«w 



* N° 48, 50. 
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^ we Believe. If this equitable and pniden- 

* tial Rule, of yours, were pun^ually obfer- 
^ ved, it would render Malice impotent ,- and 
^ the Number of Lies, which are daily told 
^ out of Families, inftead of gatherings would 

* dwindle into utter Difcredit, as they pafs 
5 from Hand to Hand. 

^ For want of accuftoming our felves to 

* Doubt , a difcarded Servant has it in his 
^ Power to diflionour his Mafter or Miftrefs, 
< by the moft groundlefs Stories ; and we 

* may often believe the moft fcandaloxjs Re- 

* ports of our beft Friends. How many La- 

* dies have innocently fufiered in their Repu* 

* tation, from the vain Boaftings of a Fop ^ 

* How many Men of Honour and Integrity 
^ have been ruined by the "Whifpers of a 
^ Knave ? How many Perfons lulled into the 
^ moft fatal Security ; and what Numbers im- 
^ pofed upon m Affairs of the greateft Impor- 
« tance ? And all entirely owing to a Facility 

* of Believing without proper Convidion. ' 

* If a Man hears his Friend, his Miftrefs, or 

* his Wife, is Falfe 5 is it not better for him 
^ to doubt a while, than raflily to believe 

* what muft torment him ? When Mrs. Betty 

* tells her Lady, that my Lord Feignwell is 
I dyingly in Love with her, would it not be 

^ more 
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* more prudent in her Ladyihip to fufped her 

* Woman, and her own Charms, than deli-* 

* ver her fclf up, through Credulity, to the 
^ Vexation of a Difappointment ? Laft Week 

* Afpafia happened to fmile upon a pert Cox* 

* comb in a Side-Box ,- and now (though it 
^ was a Smile of Contempt) He believes het 

* his own. 

^ Let this fatisfy you, Mr. Free-Tbinkety 

* that you have one Difciple thoroughly con-* 

* vinced, that we fliould be ready to Doubt^ 

* ahd flow to Believe* 

lanty SIR, 

ToUr jiiffeiiionatey and 

Unfortunate Humble SerniAnt^ 

AaiMANti 

^P. S.\ would not have it thought, be- 

* caufe I am tender of the Ladies, that I de- 

* fire to make my Court to them in Gene- 

* ral ; and I here declare, that there is but 

* One of the whole Sex, whofe Favour I 

* would |)urchafe, at the Expence of a Mat 

* querade-Ticket j and flie has Vertue enough 

* to refent fo fafliionable a Compliment. 

Vol. IL X Thi« 
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This Gentleman has very happily fliewn 
the Dodrine of Philofophical Doubting to be of 
general Ufe, by adapting it to the daily Oc- 
currences of Life. In the Light, in which 
he places it. Prudence and Equity Both de- 
pend upon its Influence. And, indeed, if 
Both S^yits would accuftom Themfelves to 
admit no Opinions, but fuch as come recom- 
mended with proper Certificates, it would 
prevent the frequent Vexations and Impofi- 
tions, that arife from Malice on One Part, and 
Inadvertency on the Other. 

A prompt Belief of Calumnies (rftener be- 
trays the Iniquity of the Heart, than the 
Weaknefs of the Judgment : And he, who is 
forward to credit Rumours, will be diligent 
to fpread them. To know when to Believe, 
and when to Doubt, depends mcH'e upon the 
Command of our Paflions, than the Penetra- 
tion of our Underftanding ; fince our Inclina- 
tions are generally too powerful for our Rea- 
fon. The Extremes of Credulity, and of In- 
credulity, are equally pernicious : Though 
more have fuffered by the Former Infirmity, 
than by the Lattier. Generally fpeaking, 
Youth is more fubjeft to the One, and Age 
to the Other. 

Tamphi- 
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Patnpbiluf believes every Thing, he hears to 
his own Advantage; engages in Friendlhips, 
and in Enmities, very Cavalierly ; is confident of 
Succefs in the moft unpromifing Enterprizes : 
And, all the while, blames his Stars for l)is 
Perpetual Difappointments. Chremes believes 
no Man $ fcruples to truft a Piece of Gold 
out of his Right Hand into his Left; doubts 
whether the Sun will rife to Morrow: He 
tells his Grandfon, Seeing is Belie^ving ; Many 
Things happen betwixt the Cup and the Lip : 
But above all, he admires the SpaniJJj Pro- 
verb, That a fcalded Cat dreads cold Water i 
and is, upon all Occafions, fo very Wife, that 
his Underftanding is of no manner of Ufe to 
him. 

•There is a Good-natured Credulity, which 
proceeds entirely from Innocency and Inex- 
perience, and has proved deftruftive to Youths 
of generous Difpofitions j but more fatal to 
Blooming Virgins, of the moft Veftuous In- 
clinations. Thefe, in Particular, would I 
fain Precaution againft the Wiles of Men; 
and think they canhot be taught to Doubt 
too much of the Proteftations of a Fine Gen^ 
tleman. The Gallants of the Age are, for the 
moft Part, Animals of Prey, ever in Qjieft of 
a Beautiful Perfon, or a Great Fortune ^ and 

K a feel 
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feel no Remorfe in gratifying their prevailing 
Paflion at any Rate, Turning over the Anec- 
dotes of an Ancient Philofopher, I have met 
with a very InftruAive Story, which I fliali 
recommend to thefe unguarded Innocents, and 
defire them to repeat it always, by way of 
Anfwer, to a Man, who begins to fay kind 
Things to them in Private. 

* I T is cuftomary, in the Southern Coun- 
tries, to gather, the Sheep together, at Noon- 
day, into a Place, where they may find 
Shelter from the Violence of the Sun. 
There was a Flock, accordingly, fecure with- 
in their Fold: The Dogs flept; and the 
Shepherd was amufing himfelf with his Pipe, 
in Concert, with fome neighbouring Swains, 
under the Shade of a fpreading Beech. A 
hungry Wolf came to prie into the Condi- 
tion of the Flock, through the Openings of 
the Fence : "When an unexperienced Lamb, 
who had feen nothing of the World, enter- 
ed into Converfation with the Glutton. 
Pray now. Stranger, (fays the Simpleton) 
What do you come to look after Here ? The 
delicious flowery Pafhire, (replies the Wolf) 
which you enjoy in fuch PerfecSion. You 
know, nothing is fo pleafant, as to feed in a 
green Valley ; to brouze the fragrant Thyme, 

^and 
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* and the foft Flowers of the Mallows j and 

* to cool one's Thirft, this hot Weather, in a 

* clear Stream j which little Luxuries this 

* Place a£fords : I am a mere Philofopher, and 

* have learnt to content my felf with mode- 
' rate Defires. Is it true then ((ays the Lamb) 

* that you do not love Mutton j and that a 

* little Herbage fatisfies your Appetite ? If it 

* be fo, let us go feed together, and be bet- 

* ter acquainted. Hereupon, the young In- 
' nocent flips out of the Fold ; and as foon as 

* they were got behind a Bufli, at a little Di- 

* fiance, the temperate Philofopher made an 

* expeditious Meal of the poor Creature, 

* without the leaft Remorfe of Confcience. 
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N°77. Monday, Dec 15. 17 1 8. 



- ToftiaM Ammif Ccekjlibuf Ira ? 

Virg; 



gN my Enquiry into the Nature, 
£ and Caufes, of * Emhujiafm^ I con- 
i fidered diis Evil in its Two Prin- 
I cipal Operations ; as it actuates the 
Turbulent and Ambitious Temper to ravage 
the World i and, as it Iboths the Indolent, 
Inat^ive Soul, with inward Raptures and Viii- 
ons. Thefe Two Kinds of Madnefs require a 
very diferent Complexion of Mind, and na- 
turally produce very different Efleds; which 
it will be proper to treat of feparately. 

The Aiftive Enthufiafin being the moft per- 
nicious, I fhaU begin with enquiring into the 



' N" 71. 

vfual 
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ufual Effeds of its Rage ^ and referve the 
* fecond Branch of my Divifion for another 
Leisure. 

This Firft Sort of Enthufiafm then may be 
confidered, either as exciting Men to vaft At- 
tempts ,• or, as procuring them Succefs in 
their Enterprizes j or, laftly, as difpofing 
Them to Cruelty, as well in the Profecution 
of their Defigns, as in the Exercife of the 
Power, they happen to eftablilh. 

When this Religious Knight-Errantry gets 
into a Perfon of a reftlefs Spirit, it works up 
his Ambition to the utmoft Extravagance, by 
perfwading him, that he is fingled out to exe- 
cute the Defigns of Providence. From that 
Moment he is ftung with a Fury, not to be 
controlled : Unable to refift the violent Im- 
pulfe, he hurries into Adion : Confideration 
would be Lofs of Time j and he (lands ac- 
quitted to himfelf, by a prompt Obedience to 
the fancied Call. Thus powerfully poffeft, 
every wild Proje^, that glows in his Imagi- 
nation, is an immediate Ordinance from Hea- 
ven. He flies a Pitch above Common Mif- 
chiefs ; and dreams now of nothing lefs, than 
overturning the Laws, and Conftitution, either 
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of his own Countrey ; or, of the Nations, he 
intends to invade. So that, from One, who 
might have proved an aftive, beneficial Mem- 
ber of Society, he is (by the ftrong Delufion 
of Enthufiafm) become a fandlified Diftur- 
ber of the Peace and Happinefs of Mankind, 
And fuppofe, he ihould not be able to accom- 
plifli his frantick Purpofes ; yet, the Miferies^ 
the Confufion, and the Defolation, his* very 
Attempts are often attended with, are fuffi- 
cient to make fober Men dread the fatal Con- 
fequen^es, which even an unfiiccefsful Enthu- 
fiafm may produce. 

But then, it is to be confidered, that this 
Enormity (extravagant as it feems) bids fairer 
for Succefs, than many a vertuous Projed, 
which is only conduded by Prudence, and 
cool Reafon. 

No Malignity fpreads its Infedion (peedier, 
and more univerfally, through the Populace, 
than Enthufiafm : And the JPhrcnzy of it (h'ke 
any other Madnefs) does, for the Time, 
double the natural Strength, and Spirit, of 
Man j and aniniates him to exert his Vigour 
to a Degree, feemingly, more than Human. 
The Infatuation of the Enthufiaft, fets him 
above the Fear of Death : If he happens to 
fall in Adion, or to fuffer foi* his Crime by 

the 
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the Hand of the Executioner, he is ravifhed 
with the Conceit of dying a Martyr for the 
Caufe of God ; and he fees the Heavens 
ftanding open to receive him. But his un- 
doubted AlTurance of Succefs in his Under- 
taking, gives him ftill a greater Contempt of 
Danger : And, in this Particular, grant him 
but his firft Principle, he reafons very confe- 
quentfeUy. If he is, indeed, (as he imagines) 
miraculoufly appointed to fubdue Mankind, 
to overthrow Kingdoms, and States, and to 
reduce the Powers of the Earth under his 
Obedience; no Doubt, Heaven will profper 
him in the Execution of the mighty Work, it 
authorizes him to undertake. If he fights the 
Battles of the Almighty, he may reafonably ex- 
ped the Almighty will give him Vidory. But, 
hotwithftanding this Perfwafion of his be 
wholly Groundlefs ; yet, as long as he is tho« 
roughly poflefled therewith, it prompts him 
on with the fame Rcfblution and Vigour, as if 
it were undeniably True. Moreover j as En- 
thuHafm animates Him, the fierce (and fome- 
- times horrid) Afped, and Intrepidity, of Beha- 
viour, which that Fury gives him, does, in 
i^roportion, difhearten and terrify his Adverfa- 
ries. His Rage, and Defperatenefs, in attack- 
ing his Eiiemies, makes them Weak, and 

Timid, 
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Timid, in their own Defence. Upon the 
Whole, fo powerful 'often is the Influence of 
bis Intoxication, when it a&uates a Multir 
tude, that (like a Torrent) it bears down 
All before it ; and, when it rages in its full 
Vehemence, Oppofition only ferves to aug- 
ment its Force. 

But, the worft Efifed of Enthufiafm is, that 
it Difpofes Men to be Cruel in proiwuting 
their Defigns { and Tyrannical in the £xerci& 
of Dominion, when they obtain it. 

Since the Enthufiafl foars above all the 
Rules of Juflice and Equity, in forming his 
Schemes, upon the Suppofition of a Divine 
Authority j there is no Reafon to believe, that 
he will ftoop to thofe Regulations in the Pro- 
iecutipn of his vaft Defigns. He has one fhort 
Argument to juftify all his Crimes : They are 
Divine Injundions ; the Will of God is noti- 
fied to him ; That Will is not to be circum- 
fcribed within the narrow Limits of Human 
Laws, and Human Reafon ,- he has a poUtive 
Commiilion to fee it executed to a Tittle : 
Whoever, therefore, .pretends to withfland 
Him, oppofes the Almighty. In confequence 
of this Prepofleflion, he denounces the worft 
of Woes upon his Enemies ; and the Ter- 
rours, he fcatters round him, are the Terrours 

of 
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of the Lord* But what xepders the Infole&ce 
of this Enthpfiaft mpce infuppoitable xsy tl]at 
while he ^eals out Mifchie^ without M^a* 
fure, he is only f€!<;uring the H?pj)ipef^ o,{ 
Mankind, apd ^owedog dQwn inconceivable 
Bleflings qpcm his Fellow-Cr^atutes. Mercy 
with biiP) is indulging Men in MiTeries^ of 
which they are npt fenfible, apd doing tjie 
iWorkK>f the :L5>rd d^eitfully. ' 

JLaiUy,,* If thej^erpick£iitbyiiail happen to 
beat down all Opppiition ; if be fuccefsfu]ly 
accompliihes his Proje&s, and becomes fully 
pofleifed of Power and Dominion ,• He never 
fails to rule his Subjeds with a Rod of Iron* 
He fixes with Himfelf fonie Imaginary, Infig- 
nificant Point, on which he will have the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Happinefs of Mankind 
to depend. This all 'Men muft acknowledge 
to be Auth^tick, and fubmit to it without 
Referve, or undergo his fevereft Difpleafure. 
The Wretches, whofe Confciences are fcrupu- 
lous, and their Ui;iderfhuidings untradable 
through the Force of Reafbn, nmfk be convin* 
ced by Fines, and Imprifonnients ; by Rack^ 
and Gibbets, and Flames ; in order to mollify 
the Hardnefs of their Hearts for the Reception 
of Opinions, they cannot conceive ; or, which, 
if they do conceive them, they abhorr# 

Thefe 
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Thefe are the General Effeas of the Fer- 
ment of Enthufiafm, in a Turbulent Ambi- 
tious Spirit: And they manifefi Themfelves 
with more or lefs Violence, according to the 
Degrees of the Madnelsj the complexional 
Aaivity of the Enthufiaftj and the Proportion 
of Power, or Authority, he happens to ob- 
tain amongft Men. In a 'Word, it bids De- 
fiance to Reafon ; and confequently can have 
no Fellowlhip with the mild, benevolent Inr 
flfiepces of True Religion. 
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TeUe qu'me Bergere, au plus beau jour de Tite^ 
Ve fuperbes Rubh m charge pint ^a tete^ 
Et fam meUr a Vor V eclat des "Diamans, 
Cueille en un champ 'voifin fet pbu beaux or- 
nemens : 

Telky aimable en [on air, tnais humble dam 

fon ft He, 
Doit e'clater, fans potrtpe, une ilegante Idylle, 

BOILEAU. 



Thurfday, Nov. 20. 17 18. 
D^drM'. Free-Thinker, 

HERE is no Doubt, but Lovers 
' of every Kind, the Happy and 
* the Unhappy, are your moft fre- 
' quent Correfpondents : And were 

* you to publilh but every Tenth Epiftle, you 

* receive from our Importunate Tribe, it is 

* probable. Two Half-Sheets a Week would 
fnot contain them. However, fince I find 

'the 
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^ the Cafes of (bme Lovers have made a Fi'^ 

* gure in your Papers, I am induced (for my 
^ prefent Eafe) to try my Fortmie in the 
^ Croud : Though I am not fo felfilh as to 

* imagine, you ought to comply with any 

* private Requeft, to the Prejudice of more 
f weighty Confideration^. 

* I beg Leave then. Sir, to acquaint you, 
« that I have lately been obl^ed to come up 
^ to the Towh, to make a Stay, very much 

< againfl* my Inclinations 1 fkice I leave my 
^ dearer Self behind me, in the Countrey. 

< Jjondon^ with all its Huriy, and Variety of 
^ Pleafures, cannot relieve my Uneafinefs, nor 

* abate my eager Longings, for a Moment 1 
^ and yet, Alafs, I am deftined to ftruggle 

* with them, for Seven, or Eight, long tedious 
« Months. Oh, Sir, what Words can ex- 

* prefs the Impatience of a fond Heart, fepa- 

* rated from the lovely Objed of its Defires ? 

* Or is there in Philofophy, a Confolation ca* 

* pable to give me Eafe ? I know no Satisfac- 

* tion, I can receive, equal to the Pleafure of 
^ being aflured, that you approve my Paffion i 

* for which Reafon I would fain conjure you 

* to fay fomething to it. 

* I need not acquaint a Pcrfon, fo well 
f skilled in the Workings of the Soul, as you 

*are. 
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are, that it is impoifible for a Man in my 
Circumftances, to conceal his Love; be- 
fides, I am too young to difguife any Thing, 
that concerns me nearly. My Companions, 
who have all found me out, laugh at me 
for pretending Conftancy to a Countrey Mi- 
ftrefs, in a Town where there is fuch a 
Choice of Women. Thefe Sparks are fo 
infipidly Polite, as not to be fenfible, that 
an honourable Paffion has Ten Thoufand 
Clianns, of which vulgar Minds, hackney'd 
in the Ways of London^ have no Relifli: 
And I am their Jeft, as often as I tell them, 
that I am more ravi£hed with one kind 
Look, or Word, from my Lavtnia^ than 
They are in being, what they call, -Happy, 
with the Fineft of their Creatures. 
^ Neverthelefs, Mr. Free-Thinker^ I continue 
obftinately Unfafliionable, a meer Clown in 
Gallantry ; and am firmly refolved to con- 
du<a my felf by the ftrideft Rules of Ho- 
nour with Regard to the Lady, I love j con- 
vinced of the Humanity of your Affertion, 
* That it if more bafe to wrong a Woman^ than 
a Man. 



* N^ 13. 



As 



l6o ^^ Free-Thinker. N'^yg 

* As to the Perfedions of the Idol of my 
c Soul, I cannot forbear informing you, that 

* flie has all the Beauty, the Modefty, and 

* Sweetnels of her Sex, ennobled with that 
' exquifite Senfe, which is almoft peculiar to 
' the moft accompliflied Men j by the Influ- 

* ence of which powerful Charms, I am en- 

* tirely her Captive j at the lame Time that I 
«am, SIR, 

Tour Admirer f 



VS4 



The refined and vertuous Paflion of this 
young Gentleman deferves Applaufe : It is a 
Primitive Love j a manly Tendemefs j an Af- 
fedion, natural to an honeft Mind ; and was 
in Efteem amongft us, before the Britifb Gal- 
lantry loft its genuine Luftre and Innocence, 
in the dilTolute Manners of a Neighbouring 
Nation, which (fome Years paft) fucceeded in 
corruptbg the Pleafures and Politicks of Eu- 
rope. It is very rare to find, amongft the 
People of Fafliion, a Pair, who have any true 
Relifh for the elegant Delights of a chafte, 
mutual Love. Ever fince the Generality of 
the Men are turned Rovers, iind the Fine Wo- 
men 
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men Coquettes, Domeftick Happinefs is in a 
thanner bonilhed out of Life ; and Marriage 
is, in EffeA, only a Contrail to live at Vari- 
ance, under the fame Roof. 

Abfence is, indeed, a very painful I^enaticd 
to a finccre Lover : A Thoufand Doubts and 
Fears intrude upon his Quiet ; neither can 
they well be relieved (without abating the 
Paifion) by any Expedient, but long and fre- 
quent Letters ; to which, alone, I. would ad- 
Vife my Correfpondent t6 have Recourfe. By 
this Means, he will have an Opportunity o( 
whifpering, in the fofteft Manner, a great 
many tender Things, and of making the moft 
engaging Vowsj which, were he prefent, it 
would, perhaps, be difficult for him to utter, 
and not fo proper for the Fair One to hear i 
at leaft, without a feeming Diilike< 

There are few Traverfes in Life, which a 
prudent Man may riot turn to his Advantage : 
And my Lover has a fair Occafion, during his 
Abfence, to convince the Lady of his uttal- 
terable Fideli ty, and to give her repeated Af- 
furances, that flie has never beeri, one Mo- 
ment, a Stranger to his warmeft Wiflies, in 
the midft of a Crowd of Beauties. _ Laftly ; 
let Ijim comfort Himfelf with the pleafing 
Expe^ation of feeing his Shepherdefs again^ 

Vol* Hi L ifl 
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in the Sealbn of the Year, the niofl: favQura- 
ble to his Defires ; when the Spring fluU be 
in its foil Glory, and the Countrey (with the 
Society of a fair loving Companion) a perfeft 
Paradiie. 

In the mean Time, to footh his Anxiety, I 
ihall prefent him with a little Piece of Poe- 
try, for which we have not, yet, a Name in 
our Language. It reprefents the impatient 
Enquiry of a Shepherd after a Stray Nymph j 
and is writ in the rural Simplicity, without 
the leaft Attempt towards Witj after the 
Manner of fome of the Greek Poets. 

A Pastoral Idyllium. 

fT'E ASE your Ms^k, gentle Swaiw : 

Saisf you Delia croft the Plains ? 
Every Thichety every Grove, 
Have I ranged, to ^ my Love. 
A Kid, a Lamb, wf Flock Igive j 
TeU me only, does jhe live. 

White her S^n, at Mountain Snow j 
In her Qieeks, tbf Rofet blow •• 

And 
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And, her Eje // brighter far. 
Than the beam) VIi>rn'mg-Slar> 
When her ruddy ZJp you 'view, 
.?</ a Birry, rmifi with Dero. 
Sweet Jhe breathes, at Evenitig Gates, 
Taffmg o'er the fragrant Vales : 
Wide her Bofom opens, gay 
As theftcw'ry Field in May. 
Low, her gtoUy Trejfes twine, 
Uke the Tendrels, on the Vine, 
Like theiUinde before the Hounds, 
Through the fiient Lawn fie bounds t 
And with lightfome Foot Jhe treads, 
JVhen the winding Vance jhe leads , 

TeU me. Shepherds j have you ften 
My Delight i my little gueen' 
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iV«c Religmii efl cogere Relighiiem. 

Tertul, 



I VERY Attempt towards Petfe- 
t cution, which falls Ihort of the Jn- 
1 quifition, is Folly ; fince it fruf- 
$ trates the End, for which it is ex- 
ercifed. Wc are apt to favour the Diftrcft j 
and the Generality are induced by Degrees to 
imagine, there muft be fomething more than 
Ordinary in thofe Opinions, for which Men 
iuflfer Hardfliips with Patience. This is al- 
lowed to have been one great Caufe of the 
fpeedy Progiefs of Chrijliamty. The World 
was aflonilhed to fee the Chriftians afpire to 
Martyrdom : And their Religion prevailed, 
apparently, through Perfecution. 

This 
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This Obfervation is not peculiar to Truth • 
fince Falihood, if not overcharged with Ab- 
furdities, can hardly feil of thriving under the 
like Difficulties. 

W H E T H E R the Orthodoxy or the ArianSy firft 
began to ptrfecute, after the Roman Empe- 
rours became Chriftians, is a Queftion not 
worth determining : Certain it is, that during 
the Reigns of fuch Emperours, as were of 
either Party, the Eftabliflied Sedl always de- 
ftroyed Themfelves by their own Extravagan- 
cies. They Perfecuted the World, by Turns, 
into an Opinion of their Adverfaries. The 
Orthodoxy however, triumphed by carrying 
Perfecution to fuch a Pitch, that, cea/ing to 
be the Height of Folly, it became the Height 
of Wickednefs, Religion was transfigured 
into Nonfenfe and Abfurdity ; and, no One da- 
ring to exprefs his Thoughts freely. Mankind 
was bleft with an Uniformity, under which 
Multitudes groaned, till the Reformation. The 
New Light, which Then broke out, was the 
Source of Variety in Opinions. The Princi- 
ple, upon which all the Reformers proceeded, 
obliged them mutually to Tolerate Each 
other. But, the Leaven of worldly Intereft 
(oon fermented in the Reformation : From 
which Time, the Clergy of every Perfv^'^afion 

L 3 (laying 
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(laying afide the firft Bond of Union) in Or- 
der to make Men all of One (that is, of their 
Own) Mind, as they happened to be refpec- 
tiveiy Eftabliihed, have^ in their feveral Com- 
munions, excited their Lay-Members to per- 
fecute Thofe, who diflented from Them. 
The Duration only of their difierent Efta- 
blifliments, renders this Charge more or lels 
applicable to any Set of them : What hap* 
pened to the Primitive Perfecutours, has like- 
wife befallen their Reformed Succeflburs : 
And each Communion, in Power, has by Out- 
rages compelled their Adverfaries to prevail 
againft them. 

I may farther exemplify what I have ad- 
vanced, by {ome Proceedings in Scotland. The 
Presbyterians could not endure thoie, who 
were of the Epifcopal Perfwafion : Accor- 
dingly, They perfecuted their Diflfenting 
Countreymen, till the Kingdom began to 
think the Epifcopalians in the Right. Bilhops 
are, therefore, now Eftablifhed j who (if poifi- 
ble) exceed the Extravagancies of their Ene- 
mies : They likewife perfecute, to their own 
Deftruftion : Whereupon, the Presl/yteriam 
again get Polfeflion of the Kingdom ; and I 
doubt not, but They will keep it, fo long 
as the Civil Government does not indulge 

' • Them 
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Them in a Power to exert, in its full Vigour, 
that Zeal, which tliey are animated with, for 
the Glory of God, and the Good of the Souls 
of their Neighbours. 

In England^ likewife, the Church has al- 
ways fiourlihed moil, when leaft inclined to 
perfecute. In Queen ElizabetFs Reign, a 
brotherly Correfpondence was maintained 
with all the Foreign Proteftant Churches; not- 
withftanding their differing in Rites arid Ce- 
remonies. Sev6re Arflts were, indeed, made 
againfl Recufancy j but, they (as was juft) were 
chiefly levelled againft the Papifts ; the de- 
clared Enemies to her Government. It muft 
be owned, thefe happened an Execution or 
Two, which bleniifh her Reign j and which,- 
probably, were owing to fome Popifh Preju- 
dice ; not, as yet, entirely laid afide. 

We find, the Puritans were much talked of: 
But, that was rather a Dilpute in the Churchy 
than a Separation from it. They defired a 
farther Reformation; and the Liberty (as 
they termed it ) of Prophefying : But flill, 
they conformed to the Eftablifliment. Thus 
Matters continued under Qiieen Elizabeth^ 
and King Jamer^ and fome Part of the Reign, 
of darUs the FIrft : When, the Headinefs of 
the Clergy in Power, and the Violence of the 

L 4 Times 
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Times, caufed a Separation. The Biihops, 
moft noted for their Afieftion to the Protef- 
tant Perfwafion, preferve a good Correfpon- 
dence with the Vuritam ,• while Thofe, whp 
(as my Lord Falkland obferves) were for 
bringing in as much qF a Papift into the 
Church) as they ^uld, without introducing 
direct Popery, took violent Metl^ods tp make 
People apprpye every Tittle of the Eftablifll- 
ment. The Word Puritan is, firft, brought to 
be a Term of Hatred and Reproach j and 
then (as Sir Benjamin Ru^ard obferves, in iiis 
Speech to that Parliament, which the Lord 
Oarendon commends with all his Pomp of 
Eloquence) Every Man, who would be go- 
verned only by the Laws, and was not an Ar- 
vitnian^ was (tiled a Puritan. Inftead of be- 
ing fatisfied with a pioderate Compliance ; 
Etccttera paths. New Forms, New Canons, 
were imppfed : And Whokfonie Severities 
were employed, to fopply the Deficiency of 
Argument. It will be proper, here, to remin4 
%hf Proteftant Readef j that thefe Violences 
were puflied on by Perfons, of whom the 
Lord Falkland fays. They were fo inclinable 
to Popery, that it was AH, that Fifteen Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year could do, to prevent 
^hem from Profefling it. 

By 
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By thefe, and many other Provocations^ the 
Nation grows exafperated ; the Confiifions in- 
creafe ; and the Eftabliflied Church is, at laft, 
deftroyed. Their Adverfaries, One would 
imagine, ihould have taken more prudent 
Meafures: On the contrary; all the various 
Sedi, who were able to get into Power du- 
ring the Confufion, did (in a very fwift Sue- 
ceifion) mutually perfecute each other, and 
iieftroy Themfelves. The Nation becomes 
weary of monthly Changes ,• and the Hejlo^ 
ration is happily effeded. The Church is 
;igain Eftabliihed ; and the fame Spirit, war- 
med by a Defire of Revenge, does again poP 
fefs the very fame Part of its Clergy. Thou- 
fands of Minifters (whom King Charier IL 
had himfelf declared to be well aflfeded to 
the Peace of the Church and State) axe Ejec- 
ted ; and, Thereby, the ViJJenters ( perhaps 
with Defign ) formed into a feparate Body. 
The Animofity extends even to Foreign Pro- 
tpftants, who in the leaft refemble our Pref^ 
hyterians. The Engli/h Ambaffadour, at Parhy 
refufes to go to the French Pro.teftant Church 
at Cbarentony becaufe it was not EpifcopaL 
The King is fufpeded^ and his immediate 
Succeflbur known, to be a Papift ; The Church 
Flouriihes ; and the Vij^nterj ar^ periecuted. 

King 
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King James comes to the Crown : When 
he began to attack the Rights not only of 
the People, but even of the Clergy them- 
felves, the Nation awakes; and the Re*volu- 
ticn is brought about : Yet ftill, the Perfecu- 
ting Spirit is not allayed. New Laws, New 
Puniflunents, are urged ; and, upon every Ap- 
pearance of the Return of a Popifli Succef- 
four^ the Church (in the Judgment of the 
fame Kind of Men) flouriflies ; and is regu- 
larly in Danger, in proportion as the Protef- 
tant Religion feems Secure : And may, there- 
fore, be laid to be now in more Danger, than 
ever. 

L E T my Countreynlen but refleft, impar- 
tially, on what has palled ; and they will agree 
with me, in the natural Confequence of a 
Half-Perfecution. Are the Dijfenters profecu- 
ted, difabled, (^c. ? They gain upon the 
Minds of the; People. Are they Tolerated, 
and left at Liberty ? They infenfibly Conform, 
and lofe their Strength. Wherefore, I have 
often wondered, how Men (unlcfs they are 
detfermined to go the utmoft Lengths of 
Perfecution and Tyranny) can be fo flow of 
Apprehenfion, as not to perceive, that To- 
leration is the moft fuccefsful Stratagem to 
prevent the fpreading of New Opinions, which 

have 
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have not a Foundation in Truth : It takes 
away the favourable Prejudice of Suffering for 
Confcience-Sake i and, in a fliort Time (upon 
Examination) the Novelties vanifli, for want 
of fome (eeming Merit to fi^port them. 

On the other Hand ; a moderate Perfecution 
is an Advantage to Errour : It (ets it upon the 
Level with Truth j and gives it a fair Chance 
for Succefs. The Reafon of Tiling is not 
always fufficient to convince the Gener&Hty of 
Men : Wheieas, fufferii^ fiw a Prtnci|^e, is a 
viiible Argument, that ftrongly affe^s a Per- 
fon of the meaneft Capacity. We conclude, 
that he, who fuffers, at leaft thinks himfelf in 
the Bight; and the Perfecutour (like One, 
who has Recourfe to Railing in a Difpute) is 
juftly fufpefied of being confcious, that he 
maintains a, Fallhood: For, Truth does not 
fiand in need of being fupported by Vio- 
lence. 
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2^d eriitn ratione timemuf, 

Aut animus ? quid tarn dextro pede concifU, 

utte 
Gmatm mm fxmeat, -wtique feralti ? 

JUVEN. 



SAVING, from the Beginning, 
a fliled my felf a Fairy-Phihfipher, 
I my Readers may imagine, I fliall 
5 (at my Leifure) confult the Re- 
cords of the invifible, powerftl People, with 
whom I hold a Correfpondence. When I meet 
with any remarkable Tranfaflions of theirs, 
which more immediately relate to Mankind, 
I fliall make them Publick j more efpecially, 
fuch particular Pieces of their Hiftory, as are 
not only delightful, but inftraftive. As the 
fiiil Specimen of this Kind, I recommend the 
following Narration to my Female Pupils. 

There 
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Thhre was a Countrey- Woman, who, 
upon her Intimacy with a Tairyy defired her to 
come and alfift at her Labour. The Good 
Woman was delivered of a Daughter : When, 
the Fairy (taking the Infant in her Arms) faid 
to the Mother ; make your Choice : The 
Child (if you have a Mind) ihall be exqui- 
fitely Handfome; excell in Wit, even more 
than in Beauty ; and be Qpeen of a mighty 
Empire i but, withall. Unhappy : Or (if you 
had rather) ihe ihall be an Ordinary, Ugly, 
Countrey Creature, like your felf ; but, con^ 
tented with her Condition. The Mother 
immediately chofe Wit and Beauty, for her 
Daughter ; at the Hazard of any Misfbr- 
tunes. 

As the Child grew, new Beauties opened 
daily in her Face ; till, in a few Years, Ihe 
furpalfed all the Rural LafTes, that the oldeft 
People had ever feen. Her Turn of Wit was 
gentle, polite, and iniinuating : She was 
of a ready Appreheniion ; and foon learned 
every Thihg, fo as to excell her Teachers. 
Every Holiday, flie danced upon the Green, 
with a fuperiour Grace to any of her Compa- 
nions. Her Voice was fweeter than any Shep* 
herd's Pipe ; and ihe made the Songs, Ihe ufed 
to fing. 

For 



174 T/?^ Frke-Thinker. N^8o 

Tot ibiiie time^ fiie was not appriied of her 
6WII Charms : When^ diverting her felf with 
her Piay-f ellows, oa the green^ fiowery £or- 
i%f of a FouqftaJQ ; flie was furprifed with 
riie RefledkioA of her Face : She oblerted5 how 
different her Features and her Complexion 
feemed, from the Reft of her Company j and 
admired her felf. The Countrey^ flocking 
from Day to Day to obtain a Si^t of her, 
made her, yet, more fenfible of her Beauty. 
Her Mother, who rdy'd on the Predidions 
of the Ef/Vy, began already t<y treat her 
as a Queen ,• and fpoil'd her by Flatteries. 
The young Damfel would neither low, nor 
fpin, nor look after the Sheep : Her whole 
Amufement was, to gather Flowers ,• ta drefe 
her Hair with them j to fing, and to dance, 
in riie Shade. 

The King of the Countrey was a very 
powerful King; and, he had but one Son? 
whofe Name was Fbrio • For which reafon, his 

Father was impatient to have him marry'd. 
The young Prince could never bear the men- 
tioning any of the Princeflfes of the Neighbour- 
ing Nations j becaufe a Fairy had told him, 
that he ihould find a Shepherdefs, more beauti- 
ful and more accompliO^d, than all the Prin- 
ceflfes in the World. Therefore, the King gave 

OrdersL 
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Orders to af&mble all the Village-Nymphs of 
his Realm, who were under the Age of Eigh- 
teen, to make a Choice of her, who ihould 
appear mod worthy of fo great an Honour* 
In purfuance of the Order, when they came 
to be forted j a vaft Number of Virgins, whofe 
Beauty was not very extraordinary, were re- 
fufed Admittance ; and only Thirty picked 
out, who infinitely furpaf&d all the Others* 
Th^fe Thirty Virgins were ranged in a great 
Hall, in the Figure of a Half Moon ; that the 
King and his Son might have a diftinft View 
of them> together. Fiarella (oiu* young Dam^ 
fel) appeared, in the midft of her Competi- 
tours, like a Lilly amongft Marygolds ; or> 
as an OS'ange-Tree in Bloflbm ihews, amongft 
the Mountain Shrubs. The King immedi- 
ately declared aloud, that ihe deferved his 
Crown ; and fhrio thought himfelf Happy 
in the Pofleflion of FloreUa. 

Our Shepherdefs was, inftantly, defired to 
caft off her Countrey Weeds j and to ac- 
cept a Habit, richly embroidered with Gold* 
In a few Minutes, ihe faw her felf covered 
with Pearls and Diamonds ; and a Troop of 
Ladies was appointed to ferve her. Every one 
was attentive to prevent her Defires, before 
ihe fpokci and (he was lodged within the 

Palace, 
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Palace, in a magnificent Apartment : Where^ 
inftead of Tapeftry, there were large Pannels 
of Looking-Glafs, from the Floor to theCiel- 
ing ; that Ihe might have the Pleafore of fee- 
ing her Beauty multiplied on all Sides i and 
that the Prince might admire her, where ever 
he caft his Eyes. Fbrio^ in a few Days, quit- 
ted the Chafe, and all the manly Exercifes, 
in which before he delighted ,- that he might 
be, perpetually, with his Miftrefs. The Nup-^ 
tials were concluded : And, foon after, the 
old King died. Thereupon, FloreUa becoming 
Queen, all the Counfels and the Affairs of 
State were dire^ed by her Wifdom. 

The Queen-Mother (whofe Name was 7«- 
n)ideffa) grew jealous of her Daughter-in-Law. 
She was an artful, perverfe, cruel Woman : 
And, Age had fo much aggravated her' natural 
Deformity, that flie feemed a Fuiy. The 
Youth and Beauty of Florella made her appear, 
yet, more frightful ,• flie could not bear the 
Sight of fo fine a Creature : She, likewife, 
dreaded her Wit and Underftanding j and 
gave her felf up to all the Rage of Envy. 
< You want the Soul of a Prince (would Ihe 
^ often fay to her Son) or, you could not have 
* married this mean Cottager. How can you 
I be fo Abjeft, as to make an Idol of her ^ 

Then, 
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* Then, flie is as haughty, as if ihe had been 

* bom in the Palace, where ihe lives. You 

* ihould have followed the Example of the 

* King, your Father : When he thought of 
^ taking a Wife ; he preferred me, becaufe 1 
^ was the Daughter of a Monarch, equal to 

* Himfelf. Send away this infignificant Shep- 

* herdefs, to her Hamlet ; and take, to your 
^ Bed and Throne , fome young Princefs, 
^ whoie Birth is anfwerable to your own# 

Fhrio continued deaf to the Inftances of his 
Mother : But, one Morning, Invideffa got a 
Billet into her Hands,which rhrella had written 
to the King : This, fhe gave to a young Cour- 
tier ^ whoj by her Inftrudions, ihe wed it to 
the King j pretending to have received a Let- 
ter from his Qiieen, with fuch Marks of Af- 
fedion, as were due only to his Majefty. jim 
rio (blinded by his Jealoufy, and the malignant 
jnfinuations of his Mother) immediately or- 
dered Eorella to be imprifoned, for Life, in a 
high Tower, built uppn the Point of a Roclr^ 
that flood in the Sea. There, ihe wept. Night 
and Day ; not knowing, for what fuppofed 
Crime flie wa$ fo feverely treated by the 
King, who had fo paflionately loved hen 
She was pemiitted to fee no Perfon, but an 
old Woman, to whom Invidcffa had intruiled 

Vol. II. M herj 
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her J and whofe Bufmefs it was to infult her, 
upon all Occafions. 

Now, FbreUa called to mind the Village, 
the Cottage, the fweet Privacy, and the ru- 
ral Pleafures, flie had quitted. One Day, as 
flie fate in a penfive Pofture, overwhelmed 
with Grief, and to her fclf accufed the Folly 
of her Mother, who chofe rather to have her 
a beautiful unfortunate Queen, than an ugly 
contented Shepherdefs J the old Woman, who 
was her Tormentour, came to acquaint her. 
That the King had fent an Executioner to take 
o£F her Head ; and that,ihe muft prepare to die. 
FbreUa replied; that flie was ready to re- 
ceive the Stroke. Accordingly, the Execu- 
tioner (fent by the King's Order, at the Per- 
fwafions of Irifvidejpi) appeared with a drawn 
Sabre in his Hand, ready to perform his Com- 
miifion ; when, a Woman fiept in ; who faid, 
file came from the Queen*Mother, to fpeak a 
Word or Two, in Private, to Florellay before 
flie was put to Death. The old Woman, ima- 
gining her to be One of the Ladies of the 
Court, fuflered her to deliver her Meffage : 
But, it was the EwVy, who had foretold the 
Misfortunes of FlareUa at her Birth ; and had 
now aifumed the Likenefs of One of Invidejfa's 
Attendants. 

She 
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She defired the Company to retire a while ; 
and then, fpoke thus to FbreUa^ in fecret : Are 
you willing to renounce that Beauty, which 
has proved fo fatal to you ? Are you willing to 
quit the Title of Queen ; to put on your for- 
mer Habit J and to return to your Village ? 
Fbrella was tranfported at the Offer. There- 
upon, the Fairy applied an enchanted Vifard 
to her Face. Her Features, inftantly, became 
deformed i all the Symmetry vaniflied ; and 
ihe was now as difagreeable, as ihe had been 
handfome. Under this Change, it was not 
polfible to know her^ and ihe paflfed, without 
Difficulty, through the Company, who came 
to fee her Execution. In vain, did they fearch 
the Tower : Fbrella was not to be found. 
The News of this Efcape was foon brought 
to the King, and to In'videffa; who com- 
manded diligent Search to be maide after her, 
throughout the Kingdom i but, to no Pur- 
pofe. 

The Fairjy by this Time, had reftored Flo- 
reUa to her Mother ; who would never have 
been able to recoUei^ her altered Looks, had 
ihe not been let into the Circumftances of 
her Story. Our Shepherdefs, was, now conten- 
ted to live an ugly, poor, unknown Crea- 

M 2 ture. 
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ture, in the Village; where ihe tended Sheep. 
She frequently heard People relate, and la- 
ment over, her Adventures : Songs were 
made upon them; which drew Tears from 
all Eyes : She often took a Pleafure in fing- 
ing thofe SongSj with her Companions ; and 
would often weep, wirii the reft : But ftill, 
ihe thought her felf happy, with her little 
Flock i and was never, once, tempted to dit- 
cover her felf to any of her Acquain- 
tance. 
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Jura focioruttf, Tcedera^ Va&ioms^ Caufa Jm- 
ferii cogtiofcenda eft, 

CicER. de Orat. 




HOEVER has recourfe to my 
* Three Firft Political Ledures, 
wHl find, that I have in them ex- 

prefled my Thoughts in general, 

with reference to the moft confiderable 
Branches of that Knowledge, which is necel- 
fary to be acquired by every Perfon, who Ihall 
undertake to dired, or pretend even to judge 
of, the Internal Parts of Government. 

I F Princes, and Sovereign Powers, had no 
Relation to each other, no Intercourfe with 
their Neighbours, and confequently no AlFairs 
to tranfad, but with their own Sut^^s j the 
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Ableft Lawyer, in all Countries where Law 
is not Occafional, and veering with the Will 
of the Magiftrate, would be qualify'd to 
prove the Greateft Statefman. But, the Expe- 
rience of all Ages teaches us, that there is 
another Compafs of Knowledge, of a very 
different Nature from the Formerj abfolutely 
requisite in a Compleat Minifter ; and, with- 
out fome Degree of which, a Private Man is 
not enabled to form, to himfelf, a tolerable 
Judgment upon Publick A£iirs« 

Different States may be confidered, with 
refped to one another, as Individuals; and 
are (like Men in a State of Nature) free from 
any exprefs fecial Obligation to conflrain, or 
determine them, in their Manner of Ading. 
And, I have fometimes looked upon that mu- 
tual Jealoufy and Diftrafl of each other, 
which prevails through all States, together 
with a conftant AppUcation to Eteceive by 
way of Self-Defence, to be the moft fpecious 
Argument, that can be urged by the Patrons 
of the ^rrelfomf SttUt of Nature^ in Favour 
of their Opinion. 

But, leaving the Proprietours of the various 
Political Schemes, which never exifted but 
in Theory, to fettle their own Difputes : It 
will be iufficient, for my Purpofcj to obferve 

(be 
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(be the State of Nature, what they pleafe) 
That in Fad, ever fince feparate Governments 
have been eftabliihed in the World, All States 
(of which any Hiftories are extant) have, in 
all Times, aded upon no other Principle with 
Foreign Powers, than the View of promoting 
their own Iitfereft. And, as they all, in their 
Turns, endeavour to circumvent, they are 
perpetually apprehenfive of being circumven- 
ted by, their Neighbours. 

Minifters of State, therefore, fhouid be Per- 
fons fufficiently enlightened in the External 
• Parts of Government, to take their Meafures 
accordingly : Since the Safety, Wealth and 
Greatnefs, of a People do as much depend on 
a Dexterous Management of Foreign Affairs, 
as the Quiet and Happinefs of a Society, with- 
in Themfelves, depend upon a regular and juft 
Adminiftration, at Home. In order to This, a 
more Extenfive Knowledge is requisite, than a 
certain Prime-Minifter, 1 have read of, in a 
Foreign Court, was bleft with : When Let- 
ters, of fome Confequence, were prefented 
to him from a Duke of Holfteiny he fufpeded 
the Meflfengers to be Impoftors ^ and, very ci:- 
cumfpedly, fent to the Dutch Reiident to en- 
quire, whether there was any fuch Prince in 
EurapCy or in any other Qiiarter of the Globe. 

M 4 The 
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The main Branches of Knowledge in a 
Compleat Statefman, relating to External Po^ 
licy^ may be reduced under Three General 
Heads : Firft ; An Infight into all the Treaties, 
which have, at any Time, been concluded be- 
tween his Matters and Foreign Powers, in Ge- 
neral : Secondly ; A more diftinft Knowledge 
of the Treaties and Tranfaftions, which have 
been negociated between his Mailers and fuch 
States as are, or have been, in Alliance with 
them ; and more efpecially Thofe, with whom 
an Alliance has, for Ages, been efteemed the 
perpetual Intereft of his own Countrey : Third-r 
ly 5 A perfeft Knowledge of the different In- 
terefts of his Neighbours, and what Relation 
they bear to the true Intereft of his own Na-i 
tion 5 together with a thorough Comprehen-r 
fion of the fondamental Principles, upon 
which the Grandeur, Glory, and Happinefs, of 
the Community, he ferves, do really turn. 

I am in doubt, whether I ihould not add 
(efpecially in the prefent Age) by way of; a 
fecrpt InftruiSion to a Statefman ,- a Penetra- 
tion into the Weaknefs, and Corruptions, of all 
his Neighbours J and the Refolution to make 
a judicious Advantage of this Knowledge, on 
proper Occafiops, for the Good of the Pub- 
lick# But, all thefp Qjialifications are of a 

narrower. 
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narrower, or more ample. Extent, in Propor- 
tion as any State has a larger, or more confi- 
ned, Communication with, or Influence over, 
the Reft of Mankind. 

As to the Firft of tbefe General Heads j 
the Knowledge com'prifed under it will ap- 
pear very nccefliiry by obferving ; that it 
is in Occafional Treaties and Tranfa^ions, 
Princes are moft apt to deceive, and moft lia- 
ble to be deceived. The Great Politicians of 
the World feem to have taken up an Opinion, 
(almoft unanimoufly) that fuch Treaties are 
to be obferved no longer, than Intereft obli- 
ges. 

The famous Duke of Villeroy (whofe Capa- 
city appears fulficiently by the Letters, which 
pafled between Him, the Cardinal UOjJat^ and 
others) frankly owns^ That the Intentiom cf 
FrinceSy and of their Tirft MinifterSj ought not 
to be fabjeSled to their Signing any Treaty^ 
&c ; but their Signing to be fubfervient to their 
Intentions. And Arnelot de la Hujfay relates 
of Ferdinand the Fifth, King of Caftik^ (who 
Firft aflumed the Title of Catholick) That 
when £uintana acquainted him, that Lewif 
the Twelfth of France complained of having 
bpen Twice cheated by him j his Majefty very 

honefily 
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honeAIy anfwered. That the Drunkard ifdi for,. 
be bad cheated him above Ten Timer. 

To ipeak freely to my Difciples j Experi- 
ence has made it evident, ttiat moft Treaties 
of Peace are coniidered by the Generality of 
Sovereign Powers, only as a breathing Space, 
in which they may fecurely wait for a more 
convenient Opportunity of renewing their At- 
tacks upon their Neighbours, with better Suc- 
cefs. So long as thefe Opportunities (which 
they exped with Impatience) do not prefent 
themfelves, the Rulers of the Earth continue 
in Peace j not by Vertue of their Promiies, 
their Oaths, and their Leagues j but, becaufe 
it does not happen to be their Intereft to 
break through their Engagements, So that, a 
true and foUd Amity, among Sovereign Powers, 
is never to be expe^ed ; efpecially, by the 
"Weaker Party. It is, at beft, but a flattering 
Appearance of Security ; on which the Peo- 
ple, who rely, are fare to be difappoimed, if 
not ruined, in the End. 
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To f ib^ Authour of the F R e e-Th inker. 

S I R9 Decemb. 2. 1718. 

OUR fliort Preface to the * 
^ Dream, you gave us Yefterday^ 
' has flattered me in a very lingular 
^ Notion concerning my Countrey- 

* men, which I have indulged in my Thoughts, 

* for fome Years : And which I fliali now com- 

* municate to you ; that I may know, from 
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^ your 



l88 91&f Free-Thinker. N082 

* your Judgment^ what Value to fet upon it> 
t for the Future. 

* You feem to be of Opinion, that Authows 
^ may write in their Sleep : But, my favourite 

< Obfervation is more General ,• for, I carry it 
•into the very midft of Bufinefs^ and even 
^ through moft of the Diverfions of Life. In 
« a Word, I am fbmewhat Pofitive, we have 
^ but very few Perfons of either Sex, in this 

* Ifland, who are rightly Awake. 

* Experience ihews us, that Men and Wo- 
« men have the Power to walk, to fpeak, to 

* laugh, to cry, to feel the moft lively Pleafures 
^ and the accuteft Pains, to rejoice, to grieve ; 
^ briefly, to exert all their Paflions, and to fet 
^ even their whole Imagination at Work, in 
^ their Sleep. Many, likewife, fleep in their 

* Beds with their Eyes broad open, ftaring all 

* Night (like others in the Day-time) at No- 
^ thing. Moreover ; it is acknowledged, that 

* our fleeping Thoughts and AiJlions depend 
^ chiefly on our Conftitution, the Temper of 
c the Mind, our Circumftances, our ProfeflSon, 
« and the Bufinefs of the Day j which are, like-f 
^ wife, the Springs of thofe various Operatiops^ 
« which the Vulgar call our waking Thoughts 
« and Adions* Neither muft I forget to men- 

< tion, that there are fome Commot^ ^xpref* 

^fions 
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fions in our Language, which ftrongly favour 
my Opinion* How often does a Man, when 
he is furprifed with fonie Happinefs, fayj 
/ profeff I am in a Dreofn ^ or. It is ail a 
Dream ! The Inadvertent cry out, on all Oo* 
cafk)ns 5 I never dream' d offucb an Accident ! 
And, when we imagine a Perfon talks idly^ 
the Qjieftion is. Are you Awake ? 
^ Beiides; my Hopothefis feems to account 
for moft of the Anions, and the general 
Condud of Men, more rationally than the 
prevailing Opinion of confidering them, as 
Awake. Let any unprejudiced Perfon go 
into the mod publick Places of Rendezvous^ 
where the Sleepers rcfort in Crowds j and 
he will fcarce find a Man, who knows what 
he fays or does. For my part, I feidom en- 
ter a Cofiee-Houfe, but I find People talking 
their Dreams to one another. Is there any 
Thing more ufual in the Play-Houfe, than 
to hear an Audience break out into a loud 
Laughter, or a noify Applaufe, when an 
Adour exerts his Lungs in a Jumble of 
Sounds, that have no Meaning or Connec- 
tion ? On the other Hand j you may obferve 
them, as profoundly unafTeded, as Men in a 
Lethargy, when a Sentence of fine Senfe is 
f decently uttered. How ihall we be able to 

account 
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^ account for this Abfurdity, if we fuppofe the 
^ Spedatours awake ? I have, likewife, often 
^ heard an Oratour, in a more folemn Affera- 

(bly, hold forth a long Hour, without once 
difcovering by one manifeft Token, that he 
^ was not afleep : At the fame Time, I have ob- 
^ ferved above Half of his Hearers funk into 
^ Slumbers ; and have heard feveral of them 
^ fnore. 

* So that, upon the Whole, Mr. Fr^^-T/j/»*fri 
^ I cannot eafily be perfwaded to think other- 
^ wife, than that moft Men and Women are 
^ oftener afleep, than is imagined, both Abroad 
^ and at Home. 

Jtfw, SIR, 

Tour "oigilant Reader^ and 

moft affeSlionate Difciple^ 

Agrypnus* 

The Notion, advanced in this Letter, 
appears at firft Sight very (ingular ,• and yet, 
upon Reflexion, a Philofopher may be apt to 
favour it fo far, as not wholly to rejcd it : 
Since, if it is not True, it is at leafl Plaufible 
and Ingenious. However, as my Charader 

^obU- 
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obliges me to be cautious of running into 
any Extravagance j I think it proper, a little 
to qualify my Difciple*s Suppofition, by ma- 
king ufe of it^ in a Figuiative Senle, to illuftrate 
Human Life : And, the Explaining the Adions 
of Men in this Light, may be termed, Ex- 
pounding Dreatm. 

Upon the foregoing Hypothefis, it may 
be obferved^ that feveral Perfons fleep out 
their Youth ^ and are not folly awake, till 
the Noon, or perhaps the Evening, of Life : 
And many, who are vigilant enough at their 
firft fetting out, begin f o flumber in their 
Manhood ; and drop into a found Sleep in 
their Age : While others take one long Nap 
for Life ,• which will be the Cafe of 7r/- 
nobantuSy if fome of his Friends do not 
wake, him foon. It may, likewife, be obfer- 
ved; that fome Men are apt to grow Inap- 
prehenfive and Drowzy, in one Situation or 
Pofture, who have their Wits about them, 
in Another. This Particularity is very re- 
markable in Count Qinqmnt : Set him in 
an Eafy Chair, with a Standilh and a Sheet 
of Paper, before him, at Home j and, generally 
fpeaking, he will not flumben Place him 
with the fame Implements, at a Desk, or 
the Lower End of a Council-Board ; and he 

ihali. 
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ihall, immediately, fall faft afleep. There are 
iadeed Others (more elpecially in Courts) 
who ad) as if they were not awake ^ when, 
all the while, they very well know What 
they are about : Of this Artifice we have 
a (ignal tnftance in Vafer , who did his own 
Biifinefs (to the Detriment of the Publick) 
by deeping a Dog-fleep. 

Before I enter farther into this new Mode 
of moralizing upon Mankind, it will be proper 
to explain^ What it is to be really awake; 
that my Readers may not judge raihly of 
Themfelves and Others, from the preceding 
Refledions. To prevent Miftakes then, let 
it be remembred, that Bodily Adions and 
Gefturesj and moft of the Operations of the 
Mind, may bfe performed with great Vivacity, 
by any Man, in his Sleep. But, in all the Ac- 
tivity (whether of Mind or Body) of a 
fleeping Matt, there is always fome Incohe- 
rence or Abfiirdity, which Ihows the Soul is 
not attentive to all her own Performances* 
Therefore, the never-failing Token of a Per- 
fon s being thoroughly Awake, is his Think- 
ing and his Ading, not only Uniformly, but a- 
greeably to found Reafon. Confequently, , 
when any One fuffers an Intermiffion intheEx- 
ercife of his Rational Faculties, it is the fame 

thing. 
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thing, whether it happens to him when he is 
in Bed, or when he is walking in the Streets, 
talking in Company, fpeaking in Parliament, 
or writing a Book : Whether the Drowfinefs 
proceeds from a Wearifomenefs in the Animal 
Spirits, or from a Heavinefs in the Underftan- 

ding, he is (for the Time) more or lefs afleep^ 
to all Intents and Purpofes. 

From what has been faid, it is natural tO 
conclude, that the Lives of moft Men are 
but diftempered Dreams, which Will not bear* 
even to be related : The whole Courfe of 
their Condud: is inconfiftent ; their AiSions 
tend to no dired, commendable Purpofe ; and 
f hey vaniih out of the World, like Shadows, 
which leave no Trace behind them, to mark 
the Place of their Exiftence. What other 
Judgment can we form of a Doiftor, who, by 
his Occafional Produftions, has acquired the 
Surname of Inconfiftent ? The kihdeft Apolo- 
gy, that can be made fbr him, is to lay, he 
wrote in his Sleep. On the other hand ,• it is a 
Happinefs even for the Sleepers (or they would 
not long be foffered to fleep in Quiet) that 
we can fihgle out a Few Britons^ who are 
very Wakeful, and unwearied in their En- 
deavours to prevent us from Ruin. Of this 
fcanty Number is Eupbronius : Whether he 

Vol. II. N difcWfe* 
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difcourfes, or commits his Tiiouglits to Wri- 
ting, he is perpetually awake ; and, what is 
moft for his Honour, not One of his numerous 
Adverfaries has ever been able to take him 
Napping. 



N° 83. Monday, Jan. 5. 17 1 8. 

Auditis ? At me ludit amabilis 
Infanta? Hon. 



S S to the Efeas of a Cmtemfbthe 
£ Ettthufiafm, which flatters the IVlind 
i with Vifions, and Prophecys and 
\ new Revelations ; they are not in- 
deed (0 immediately deftruSive, as the Influ- 
ences of • the ASiix Eitihujiafitt, fpeciiy'd in 
a preceding Lefture : But, they will neverthe- 
lefs appear, upon Examination, to be highly 
prejudicial to the Interelks of Society. The 
Aaive Enthufiafm urges on its Votaries, with 



Vehe- 
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Vehemence, to every Mifchief j The Contem- I 

plative incapacitates Men to do any Good: 
The Former difcharges its Rage outwardly 1 
the Latter inwardly confumes the Breaft, in 
Ivhich it v^ kindled : The AAiVity of the One 
is a Curfe, the Supinenefs of the Other a 
Clog, upon Society. 

The bad Effeds of this Qpiet Ehthufiafnl 
may be reduced under Three General Heads : 
A Confummate Ignorance \ a Total Negleft 
of Vertue ^ and an unfociable Pride and Ar- 
rogance. 

The Peaceable Enthufiaft has a more expe* 
ditious Method of coming at Knowledge and 
IVifdom, than by Study, and Refleftion, and 
Experience. In vain you recommend to him 
the Ufe of Books, the Advantage of Langua- 
ges, and the Improvements of Converfation^ 
to perfea his Underftanding : He defpifes the 
mean Accompliihments of Human Science \ 
and foars, at once, into the Clouds of htuithe 
t>ark?teff. He feves himfelf the needlefs Trou- 
ble of tedious Enquiries j and fcorns to argue 
about Notions^ which to him are Self-evident- 
He fees Things Paft, Prefent, and Future^ 
alike i and equally comprehends the Will of 
God, and the Ways of Men. The Stronger 
his Imagination is, the more Powerful is his 

•N 2 Con* 
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Convidion ; and his Doubts vanifli, as his Rea- 
fon declines. As his Contemplations grow 
upon him, he proceeds from one Sublimity 
to another ; from Vifion to Vifion ; and from 
thence to Prophecy and Revelation ^ till, in 
the End, he lofes Sight of Common Senfe ; 
and feels an inexprelfible Delight in wandering 
through the wide, pathlefs Regions of Ig- 
norance. He looks down with Abhorrence 
upon tlie Sinfulnefs of Human Knowledge : It 
is Audacious to pretend to examine what 
comes from Heaven ; and unprejudiced Reafon 
is Pride and Blindnefs of Heart. Thus, his 
Soul is at laft delivered up to Delufion ; he is 
abandoned to Nonfenfe ; he rejoices in Abfur- 
dities ; and is (in all Appearance) utterly cut 
off from the Means of a better Information : 
Since, it is vain to argue with him, upon any 
rational Principles. 

This confummate Ignorance is, ufually, at- 
tended with a total Negled of Vertue. If 
the new Supernatural Light, the Enthufiaft 
boafts of, were imparted to him from Above * 
he would be thereby enlightened (One would 
think) in a very extraordinary Manner, in all 
the Ideas of Vertue. It might then be con- 
cluded, that he had immediately received from 
the Divine Hand that Knowledge, which other 

Mortals 
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Mortals are left to difcover by the Ufe of 
that Reafon, which the fupreme Being has 
beftowed upon them, for that Purpofe. But, 
on the contrary ; the £nthu/iaft is generally as 
far excelled by meer Men in Vertue, as in 
Knowledge. His pretended Infpiration leads 
him out of the plain Tract of Social Vertues, 
into the Wilds of Speculation, that are of no 
Ufe to Mankind : And, he feems to have ta- 
ken up a Notion, that Human Vertue, as well 
as Human Knowledge, is inconfillent with 
What is Divine. He is all Rapture and Exta- 
fy with the warm Conceits of his own Brain ; 
which, with him, is Loving God : But, he has 
no Thought, no Care of, no Benevolence for. 
Men : Or, if he remembers any of his former 
Notions of Vertue, he looks down upon them 
as the Beggerly Elements of groveling Mortals. 
He thinks th? y may fuffice the poor Inhabitants 
of the Earth : But, as for Himfelf, he is no lon- 
ger a Member of Human Society, but a Parta- 
ker of Heavenly Privileges j and, therefore, he 
has ihaken off the Qog of Morals, which em- 
barrafs the Soul in its Divine Afpirings. Happy 
is it for Mankind, that this Mad-man is of an 
indolent Temper ! And, that he is fo loft in 
Speculation, that he is not at Leifure to di- 
fturb the World ! Otherwife, the fame Extra- 

N 3 vagance 
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vagance of Imagination would make him a 
Deftroyer of his Fellow Creatures. He, that 
can indulge himfelf in doing no Good, would 
not be backward, were he of a more aiftive 
Teniper, to execute the greateft Mifchiefe: 
So that, the Safety and Peace of others is whol- 
ly owing to the Lazinefs of his Difpofition. 

But, what confirms this Vifionary Wretch, 
yet more, in his Difregard of Vertue, is the 
unfociable Pride and Arrogance, natural td a 
Perfon of his Complexion. 

As an uncommon Degree of Self-Conceit 
and Contempt of others muft prevail in the 
Mind of Man, before Enthufiafm can find 
Admittance ; fo, when it has taken PofTeilion 
of the Soul, it fortifies and augments that In* 
folence and Vanity, which firft gave it ^irth. 
The Enthufiaft is, in hi^ own Imagination, ex- 
alted fo high above all fober Men, that they 
are beneath his Notice ; unlefs it be to com- 
miferate their abjeft Condition. Having his 
Soul filled with Raptures, which he miftakes 
for Heavenly, while they are, in Reality, Sen- 
fual Chimeras ; he has no Feeling of the Sen- 
timents of Humanity, nor Leifure to concern 
himfelf in the Affairs of Men. In the mean 
Time, he imagines he amply atones for his 
Contempt of Mankind, by an affe^ed, unfin- 

cere 
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cere Humility towards God ; to whom he is 
full of bis Acknowledgments for immenfe 
Talents, which He never gave him. In order 
to ihew his Spiritual Humility, he gives up 
his Underftanding at once, and divefls himfelf 
of every Faculty, which the Authour of all 
Beings did adually give him to be improved, 
and not deftroyed. If he had the Refleftion 
to know bis own Heart, he would foon dif- 
cem this Farce of Humbling himfelf into 
Nonfenfe, to be the Height of Spiritual Pride : 
For, he prefumes, all the while, that he has 
gained the Almighty to Himfelf^ and that the 
Extravagance of his vain Wifltes fliall be an- 
furered* He has fu0ed all Vertue^ as he calls 
\tj and merits ev^ry Reward. 

Such are the principal Failings of the Indo- 
lent, Vifionary Enthuliaft. Upon the whole, 
it may be obferyed ; that both the Adlive, and 
the Contemplative, Enthufiafm, proceed from 
the utmoft Extravagance of a diftempered 
Imagination. The one turns Men into Drones 
and Ideots ; and the other makes them Da- 
ring in the greateft Crimes. 

N 4 Friday^ 
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N°84. Friday, Jan. 9. 1718. 

Infert fe feptut ttebula {mirabiU di6iu) 

Per mediosj mifcetque viris ; neque cemitur 



K H O S Ej who are pleafed with the 
H Hiftory of * Fhrio and FloreUa will 
B thank me for another Piece of the 
i fame Kind, as Inftru^ve as the 
Former ; and which may be more particular- 
ly of Ufe to Lovers, and to fuch Husbands and 
"Wives as happen to be Fond of each other. 

There was a King, whofe Name was 
'AlfarutCi feared by all his Neighbours, and 
loved by all his Subje^. He was wife, 
good, juft, valiant ; and deficient in no Qua- 
lity, requifite in a Great Priqce. A Fairy came 
to him, one Day ; and told him, that he would 
foon find himfelf plunged into great Dif- 



* N" 80. 
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ficulties, if he did not make ufe of the Ring, 
which flie then put on his Finger. When he 
turned the Stone of the Ring to the Infide of 
his Hand, he became Invifible ; and when he 
turned the Diamond outward, he became Vi- 
fible again. 

He was mightily pleafed with this Prefent; 
and (bon grew fenfible of the ineftimable Va- 
lue of it. When he fufpeded any One of 
his Subjeds, he went into that Man^s Houfe 
and Clofet, with his Diamond turned Inward ; 
and heard and faw all the Secrets of the Fa- 
mily, without being perceived. When he mif- 
traded the Defigns of any Neighbouring Po- 
tentate, he would take a long Journey unac- 
companyed, to be prefent in his moft private 
Couhfels, and learn every thing, without the 
Fear of being difcovered. By this means, he 
eafily prevented every Intention to his Preju- 
dice i he fruftrated feveral Confpiracies formed 
againft his Perfon; and difconcerted all the 
Meafures of his Enemies for his Overthrow, 

Neverthelefs, he was not thoroughly (atis- 
fied with his Ring : And he requeued of the 
Fairy the Power of conveying Himfelf, in an 
Inftant, from one Countrey to another ; that 
he might make a more convenient and rea- 
dy Ufe of the Enchanted Ring* The Fairy 

replyed ; 
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replyM ^ You ask too much .: Let me conjure 
you not to covet a Power, which I forefee 
will, one Day, be the Caufe of your Mifery ; 
though the particular Manner thereof be con- 
cealed from me. The King would not Men 
to her Intreaties ; but, ftill urged his Kequeft. 
Since then, you will have it fo (faid Ihe) I 
jnud neceifarily grant you a Favour, of which 
you will dearly repent. Hereupon, fiie chafed 
his Shoulders with a fragrant Liquour : When> 
immediately he perceived little Wings foot- 
ing at his Back. Thefe little Wings were 
not difcernable under his Habit : And, when 
he had a Mind to fly, he needed only to touch 
them with his Hand, and they would fpread 
fo as; to bear him through tlie Air, fwifter 
than Bfi Eagle. When be had no farther Oc* 
cafion for his Wings, with a Touch they 
Ihrunk again to fo fmall a Size, as to lie con-> 
cealed under his Garment. 

By this Magick, Alfarute was able to tran- 
flate himfelf, in a few Moments, wherever 
he pleafed. He knew every Thing ; and no 
Man could conceive how he came by his In- 
telligence : For, be would often retire into 
hisClofet, and pretend to be ihut up there the 
whole Day, with ftri^ Orders not to be dif. 
turbed : Then, making himfelf Invifible with 

his 



N^84 ^^ Free-Thinker. 103 

his Ring, he would enlarge his Wings with a 
Touch i and traverfe vaft Countries, By this 
Power, he entered into very extraordinary 
Warsi and never failed to Triumph. But, 
as he continually faw into the Secrets of Men, 
be difcovered (b much Wickednefs and DiiC* 
mulation, that he could no longer place a 
Confidence in any Man. The more redouted 
and powerful he grew, the lefs he was be- 
loved ; and he found, that even They, to 
whom he had been moft bountiful, had no 
Gratitude nor Affet^ion toward him. 

In this difconfolate Condition, he refolved 
to fearch through the wide World, till he 
found a Woman compleat in Beauty and all 
good Qiialities, willing to be his Wife ; One, 
who ihould love him, and ftudy to make him 
Happy. Long did he feoixh in vain : And, 
as he faw all, without being feen, he difco- 
vered the moft hidden Wiles and Failings 
of the Sex. He vifited all the Courts { 
where he found the JLadies undncere, fond 
of Admirers j and fo enamoured with their 
own Perfons, that their Hearts were not ca- 
pable of entertaining any true Love for a 
Husband. He went, likewife, into all the 
Private Families : He found. One was of an 
Inconftant, Volatile Difpofition j Another was 

Cunnina 
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•Cunning and Artful ,• a Third, Haughty ,• a 
Fourth, Capricious J almoft All, Faithlefs, 
Vain, and full of Idolatry to their own 
Charms. 

Under thefe Difappointments, he refolved 
to carry his Enquiry through the loweft Con- 
ditions of Life. Whereupon, at laft he found 
the Daughter of a poor Labourer, Fair as 
the brighteft Morning ; but Simple and Inge- 
nuous in all her Beauty ; which flie difre- 
garded, and which, in reality, wastheleaft 
of her Perfedions : For, flie had an Under- 
ftanding and a Vertue, which outfhone all 
the Graces of her Perfon. All the Youth of 
the Neighbourhood were impatient to fee 
her ; and more impatient, after they had feen 
her, to obtain her in Marriage : None doubt- 
ing of being compleatly happy with fuch a 
Wife. 

King AlfarMC beheld her ,- and he loved 
her. He demanded her of the Father ,• who 
was tranfported with the Thoughts of his 
Daughter becoming a Great Qjieen. Oaring 
da (fo was Ihe called) went from her Fa- 
ther's Hut into a magnificent Palace ; where 
flie was received by a numerous Court. She 
was not dazled, nor difconcerted, at the fud- 
dain Change : She preferved her Simplicity, 

her 
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her Modefty, her Verrue ; and forgot not the 
Place of her Birth, when flie was in the 
Height of her Glory. The King's Affedions 
for her encreafed Daily ; and he believed, he 
fliould at laft arrive at perfed Happinefs : 
Neither was he already far from it ; fo much 
did he begin to confide in the Goodnefs of 
his Qjjeen. He often rendered himfelf Invi- 
fible to obferve her, and to furprize her : 
But, he never difcovered any Thing in her, 
that was not worthy of his Admiration. So 
that now, there was but a very fmall Re- 
mainder of Jealoufy and Diftruft, blended with 
his Love. 

The Fairjy who had foretold the fatal 
Confequences of his Laft Requeft, came 
fo often to warn him, that he thought her 
Importunity troublefome. Therefore, he gave 
Orders, that flie Ihould no longer be admit- 
ted into the Palace ; and enjoyned the Queen 
not to receive her Vifits, for the Future. 
The Queen piomifed to obey his Commands j 
but, not without much Unwillingnefs, becaufe 
file loved this Good Fairy. 

It happened one Day, when the King was 
upon aProgrefs, that the F/i/ry, defirous to 
inftrud the Qiieen in Futurit}', entered her 
Apartment in the Appearance of a young 

Officer : 
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Officer J and immediately declared, in aWhif- 
per, who flie was : Whereupon, the Queen 
embraced her with Tendernefs. The King^ 
who was then Invifible, perceived it j and 
was inftantly fired with Jealoufy. He dreW 
his Sword, and pierced the Queen ; who fell 
expiring into his Arms. In that Moment the 
Faiyy refumed her true Shape ; whereupon, 
the King knew her ; and was convinced of the 
Qjieen s Innocence. Then, would he have 
killed Himfelf : But, the Fairy with-held his 
Hand j and ftrove to comfort him : When the 
Queen, breathing out her laft Words, faid | 
Though I die by your Hand, I die wholly 

yours. 

Too late, now, Alfarute curfed his Folly^ 
that put him upon wrefting a Boon from 
the Fairy^ which proved his Mifery. He re-^ 
turned the Ring j and defired his Wings 
might be taken from him. The remaining 
Days of his Life, he pafled in Bitternels and 
Grief j knowing no other Confolation, but ta 
weep perpetually over Qarinda's Tomb. 
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N^85. Monday, Jan. il. 1718. 



Ingenuas didkijje fideUter artes 



Emollit Morer^ nee finit effe feros. 



Ovid* 




into the 



HAVE, now, given my Scholars a 
Refpite from Philofophy, for above 
Three Months; that they might 
have fufficient Leifure to examine 
Reafonablenefs of my Prelifmnafj 
difperfed through the Firft Half- 
Year's Papers. To that Set of Leflbns, I may 
now venture to fubjoyn fome other Difcour- 
ksy by way pf Supplement^ to enlarge the 
Minds of my Readers yet farther ; (o as to 
render them not only ftill more capable, but 
likewife more inclinable, to improve their 
Underftandings. 

TO proceed then: Since the main Drift 
of my Labours, is to promote the Study of 
Trath, amongft my Countrey men ,• it may not 

be 
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be amifS) to take Notice of the moft obvious 
Difcouragements Knowledge lies under, with 
thie Generality of Men ; and to endeavour td 
remove their Prejudices, in this Point. Now, 
there are Two very Popular Objedions (to 
which moft of the other may be reduced) by 
which Numbers are flackened in their Purfuit 
of Knowledge : The One confifts in reprefen- 
ting it as Dangerous ,• the Other, as an Un- 
profitable and Contemptible Acquifition. 

There have been fome Artful, and many 
Ignorant Perfons, who have looked upon the 
Growth of Knowledge with an evil Eye ; as 
if, the fpreading of it among the People por- 
tended Danger to the State ; by enabling Sub- 
jeiSls to fee too far into the Defigns of their 
Govemours, and empowering them more ef- 
fedually to obftruft, or countermine, the 
Meafures of their Superiours, as often as they 
fufped or diflike tlieir Proceedings. 

Thefe Refiners in Politicks imagine, the 
World would bfe more Peaceable, and that 
Revolutions in all Governments would be left 
frequent, if Private Perfons were let into no 
Knowledge beyond the Tillage of the Earth, 
and other manual Occupations, immediately 
fubfervient to the Neceffities of Life; and 
confequently, that the beft Difpofition, the 

Bulk 
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Bulk of a Nation can be in, is to have their 
Underflandings humbled to an almoft brutiih 
Stupidity ; and duly qualified to receive what 
their Superiours fhall5at any Time, recomnien4 
to them, as proper to be Known, Believed, 
and Obeyed, with a blind implicit Aflent, and 
an unlimited Paflive SubmifHon. 

This happy State of Ignorance in the. Peo- 
ple is, indeed, very advantageous to thofe 
Rulers, who do not proceed upon the unalte- 
rable Principles of Juftice and Equity j but, 
by the Sovereign Arbitrarinefs of their own 
"Will, as the Extravagance of their Palfions, 
or the Flattery, and ill Advice of Others, may 
difpofe them to aft. This muft likewife be 
allowed to be a very Orthodox Scheme, where 
They, who are termed Spiritual Superiours 
and Guides, have a Set of Notions, to im- 
pofe on the Community, that will not bear 
the Teft of an impartial Examination. But, 
in a Countrey, where the Government is ad- 
miniftred in purfuance of Exprefs Laws, and 
where thofe Laws are intended to copy the 
Dilates of Equity and Juftice, in order to 
promote the Good of the whole Body-Poli- 
tick; as likewife, where the Foundation of 
the Eftablilhed Religion is laid in Right Rea- 
fon, and the genuine Senfe of the Scriptures; 

Vol. II. O therg 
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there can be no juftifiable Pretence for difcou- 
raging the Propagation of Knowledge, or for 
labouring to introduce a General Ignorance. 

The more univerfally Knowledge is fpread 
amongft a People, the more properly may 
their Prince be faid to reign over Men : Since 
the Abilities of the Mind chiefly diftinguifli 
Man, and raife him above the Brute Creation. 
Neither is Knowledge and Learning in the 
Subjeds of any real Danger, but a Security, 
to Governments in General. 

The greateft Part of what is called Know- 
ledge, no way relates to Government : Nei- 
ther does it enable, or difpofe a Private Per- 
fon, to pafs a Judgment on the Political Ac- 
tions and Condu<a of his Superiours. A Man 
may be a great Mathematician, an experien- 
ced Natural Philofopher, a profound Meta- 
phyfician; may underftand many Languages^ 
•or have made a confiderable Progrefs in Polite 
Literature ; without making any farther Ad- 
vancement in Politicks, than he would have 
made, if he had "been all the while following 
the Plough. Accordingly, We have feen a 
Late neighbouring Monarch, in the midft of 
a moft Tyrannical Adminiftration at Home, 
and the moft unjuft Ufurpations Abroad, afied 
and acquire the Reputation of being the great 

Patron 



N^85 T/^^ FrEE-Th INKER. zii 

Patron and Encourager of Arts and Sciences ; 
without ever apprehending, or indeed experi- 
encing, any Danger thereby, to his ambitious 
Defigns. 

A Knowledge of the Meafures of Right 
and Wrong ; of the Reafons and Principles of 
Government j its ElTential Powers and Confti- 
tuent Parts in General j what are the particu- 
lar Laws and Conftitution of a Countrey j to- 
gether, with a Skill in the Hiftory of that and 
other Nations it may interfere with : Thefe 
are the Studies, which have an immediate Re- 
lation to any Government. He, who com- 
prehends this Compafs of Knowledge, is in- 
deed qualify *d to judge when a Government 
purfues the Ends, for which it is inftituted $ 
whether it proceeds to thofe Ends by proper 
Methods ,• and with what Probability of Sue- 
cefs : His Abilities likewife, enlightened with 
(uch proper Knowledge, may ferve him to 
cmbarrafs, and even to obflnuft, his Superiours 
in profecuting the wifeft and moft laudable 
Defigns for the Safety, or the Welfare, of the 
Publick. 

But, if the Fear of Obftrudions, that may 
flrife from Men of Skill and Knowledge, is a 
Reafon for difcouraging Studies of this Na- 
ture j how Ihall a State (efpecially where the 

P a People 
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People are a Branch of the Legiflature) be fiir- 
nilhed with Perfons of fuitable Abilities for 
Foreign Negociations, and Domeftick Admi- 
niAration ; to provide, at once, for the Secu- 
rity of the Prince, and the Welfare of the 
People? Nor is it the Knowledge any One 
may liave, which incites him to diflurb the 
State ; but his Ambition, or Revenge, or fome 
other exorbitant Paflion, which prompts him 
to make an ill Ufe of his Knowledge. 

On the contrary ; as the Men verfed in Po- 
litical Studies, beft know the Neceffity there 
is of fome fettled Form of Government to 
maintain Peace and Order ; as lik'ewife, that 
every Form is liable to fome Inconveniencies ; 
that tiie wifeft Governours are not entirely 
free from Failings and Errours ; and that the 
beft concerted Defigns often mifcarry through 
the Negligence, or Impmdence, of fuch as are 
employed in them ; or, through the unreafon- 
able Oppofitions of a perverfe Party : Thefe 
Knowing Men are leaft apt to be reftlefs under 
the unavoidable Grievances and Reftraints, 
that happerf fometimes in all Governments; 
and will be moft inclinable to bear with, and 
to judge favourably of, the Mifcarriages and 
Overfights of their Superiours# 

Moreover • 
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Moreover ,• If we take a View of the 
"World, we fhall not find, that the Difiurban- 
ces in its different States have been fomented, 
and carried on, by the fedulous Purfuers of 
Knowledge j but, by a more Aftive and Enter- 
prifing Kind of Men. Rebellions, Seditions, 
and Fa^ions, take their Rife not among fuch 
Perfons as delight in the Privacy and Obfcuri- 
ty of their Study ; but among the Uprightly 
Contemners of Arts and Sciences, who love 
to appear on the Publick Theatre : The Spirit 
of Turbulency d6es not come from the Peru- 
fers of Books, and •Cultivaters of Ingenuity j 
but from the Readers of Men, who ftudy Bu- 
fineft by pradicing it. Give the Former but 
Leilure, and a moderate Income to enable 
them to purfue their favourite Enquiries, and 
you may govern fmoothly for them : But, the 
JLatter grow in-patient to make a Figure ; and 
will oppofe the greateft Advantages for their 
Countrey, except they can find their particu- 
lar Account in it, or Iharc in the Glory of 
tranfading it. ' 

Laftlyi If, from What is properly called 
Learning, we defcend to the Lower Degrees 
of Knowledge ; even There, the Objedion will 
not hold. A moderate Skill in judging of an 
Argument, and fome Infight into the Reafons 

O 3 of 
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of the Common Occurrences, which are the. 
ufualTopicks of Converfation, is fo far from 
being more dangerous to Governments, than 
a profound Ignorance i that, the moft Gene- 
ral Commotions are by Cunning Men fet on 
Foot, and carry'd on, by deluding the moft 
unknowing Part of their Fellow-Subjeds with 
fome (pecious Pretence of the Truth of cer- 
tain Notions, of which the poor Ignorants are 
wholly unable to make a right Judgment. 
And, if we confult Hiftory ; "We fliall often 
find die Multitude, for want of the Loweft 
Degree of Knowledge and Common Senfe, 
made the Inftruments of bringing Slavery up- 
on themfelves ; and, of reducing their Coun- 
trey to Mifery and Defolation. 
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N^8(5- Friday, Jan. 16. 1718. 

Bis eft gratum quod opus eft^ ultro fi offeras. 

PuBL. Syr. 




To the FREE-THINKER. 

SIR, Jan. 8. 1718. 

H E Inclofed is the Copy of a Let- 
' ter to a Friend of mine, who had 
* lately the Misfortune to become 
^ a Bankrupt. You may perhaps 
^ think it proper to be inferted in one of your 

* Papers, to infpire the Ladies with Generofi- 

* ty, by a Female Example ; which is all, that 
^ is intended by this Prefent, from one of your 

* Admirers. 

Dear Brother, London^ Ocf?. 29. 171 8. 

* '^ Believe, you will not be more furprifed 



I 



with a Letter from me, than I was by 
* never hearing from or feeing you, fince we 

O 4 f parted 



Il6 The Free-thinker. N^8<^ 

parted at Kenfmgton. On that Occafion^ I 
^ cannot but accufe you of a Breach of Friend- 
^ ihip, though not of Truft : For, I doubt not, 
^ but you can give me a fatisfaftory Reafon 
f for the One, though not for the Other. 
' Befides ; you promifed, Nei)er to forfake 

* tnCy whilft I was worth a Groat : And, you 

* know, I am worth Four Thoufand Pounds, 

* ftill ; which is more, than you had to Begin 
' with at Firft. 

^ If you will come over foon, you flull have 

* it All, to try your Fortune once again : And 
^ I prpmife you, to Live within Fifty Pounds a 
^ Year, till you have doubled it. And, to 
^ fatisfy you, I do not propofe This, with a 
€ View to make any Advantage of what is 
^ Paft ,• I aflure you, I fliall with Pleafure quit 
^ all Pretenfions to any Thing, you may ac- 

* quire, for the Time to come. 

^ But, I cannot bear to think of your li- 
^ ving out of England^ in a Countrey, where 

* it is impoflible you fliould find fo many 
^ Friends, as Here. This is your Time to 

* try Them : And, by what I can learn, every 

* One is more concerned for your Lofs, than 

* for their own ; and I do not doubt, but 
^ they would All ferve you, when you think 
^ it convenient to Return* But, if you can give 

f any 



N^8(^ T3[?^Free.Thinker. Z17 

« any good Reafon, why you will not come j 

* I defire, you will let me know how I may 
^ remit you an Hundred Pounds ; for, I would 

* not have you want honeft Pleafures, any more 
^ than bare Conveniences. Therefore, do not 
^ give your felf up to Melancholy, nor tor- 
^ ment your felf with Fancies of what the 
^ World may fay of you ; for, you have more 
^ Friends in it, ftill, than any Man under the 

* like Misfortune. 

* I fhould be glad to know, whether you 
^ have any Thoughts of obliging us foonj by 

* returning to your Bufinefs in London ; be- 

* caufe, I would order my AflFairs according- 

* ly, in the manner moft ferviceable to you. 

* I had Word fent me, laft Night, of a cer- 

* tain Perfon's Death j and that Many were 

* about taking her Houfe : But, I fhall let That 
^ and other Defigns alone, unlefs you will pro- 

* mife to be with me fometimes ; and then, 

* I would Rent a Houfe at a convenient Dif- 
^ tance for you, to retire to on Saturday 
^ Nights. 

* But, if Nothing, I have faid, will prevail 
^ with you, I have one Thing more to of- 

* fer ; which (I hope) will make you laugh 

* at leaft : I will Marry againft Confent, on 
f purpofe to give you Half my Fortune. The 

^ Ladies 
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< Ladies, in a certain Place, are much concemM 
( for you i but, they hope yet to hear you fing 

< with a Lighter Heart, than when the Swidsjb 
I Ship was in Danger. 

^ I am got to my Old Friend Mr& 1)% 

< where we drink your Health, at Night, in 
^ warm Ale ; and hope, you will pledge us 
^ in Cbafnpagne and Burgundy^ and live as mer- 
* ry, as you can : But, remember, in every 
^ Condition, to preferve your Religion and 
^ your Allegiance. But, you will fay, I am 

< beginning to Cant i ib, it is time to Con- 
^ elude ; which I fhall do, wiihing you all 
^ Health and Happinefs,- con che bacio It inani. 

HOW beautiful and engaging are the Sen- 
timents of a fine Mind, exprefled in an art-* 
lefs, fimple Manner ! And how flat and infi- 
pid are the laboured Writings of fome Men 
of Skill, who fcarce ever feel the Language 
of the Heart ! And who, becaufe their Souls 
are infenfible to all generons Paffions, can ne- 
ver, with all their rounded Periods, intereft 
the Affedions of their Readers. The natu-' 
ral Style, and the familiar Circumftances, 
which run through this Lady's Letter, will- 
render it more entertaining to Perfons of an 
elegant Tafte, than one of Voiture\ Letters, 
wherein, he raoft affeds to be Witty ; So much 

do 
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do the genuine Dilates of Nature pleafe 
and inftrud, beyond the Sallies of the livelieft 
Imagination. 

I wifh Inftances of Friendfliip and Genero- 
fity were lb Common amongft our Females, 
that this Example was not to be admired for 
its Singularity. The Writer of this Letter, I 
know, will be furprifed, but (I hope) not 
difpleafed, when flie fees it in this Paper ; 
fince it will probably inlpire feveral young La- 
dies with the Love of Domeftick Vertuesj in 
which alone their Sex can, moft propei-ly, ex- 
cell. 

Thoufands of my Readers will admire, and 
approve of, this Lady's Vertue : But, How 
Many will find their Hearts difpofed to rival 
her, as Occafions offer ? And yet, I am per- 
fuaded, it is for the Interefl of Every One, 
that this Generofity of Temper fliould uni- 
verfally prevail, through Both Sexes. If the 
Ties of Friendlhip and Benevolence were al- 
ways mutual, and preferved entire amongft the 
little Societies, formed by Confanguinity or 
Intimacy ^ no Perfons of any Merit and Induf- 
try would be reduced to infiirmouatable Dif- 
ficulties, by the fmall Imprudences, or the 
unforefeen Events and Storms, of Life. Eve- 
ry Man would find a Support under his Ne- 

ceflitiesj 
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ceflities ; and be, by that Means, convinced, 
he could do notliing better for his own Ad- 
vantage, than to affift Others in his Turn. 
This is the greateft Security againft Misfor- 
tunes : And in this Senfe, at leaft, Vertue 
may very properly be faid to be /(/ own Re- 
ward. 



N^ 87. Mondaj, Jan. 19. 17 1 8. 

DoBrina fed 'vim promo'vet ittjitam j 
ReSiique atltus pedora roborant. HoR. 



t O purfue my Eighty-Fifth Ledure : 

I I am now to remove the Preju- 

I dice of Thole Perfons, who un- 

I dervalue Knowledge, by taking it 

to be a Contemptible Acquisition : A Slur 

frequently caft, by the Ignorant, partly upon 

Knowledge in General i and, partly upon fe- 

veral of Its Branches. 

The Contempt, thrown upon Knowledge 
in General, arifes from Two Objections: The 

One, 
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One, reprefenting it, as unprofitable to the 
Poflfefibur ; the Other, as difabling, rather than 
qualifying, a Man for Bufinefs. 

Firft then : It is a great Difcouragement, to 
Vulgar Minds, from fearching after Knowledge, 
when they are once perfwaded, there is Little 
or Nothing to be got by it. The Qjieftion is, 
will the Student*s Labour recompence him 
with large Poffeffions, or fill his empty Cof- 
fers ? At the fame Time, Men of a Better 
Education, and in High Stations, frequently 
deride the Simplicity of thofe, who are eager- 
ly engaged in the Difquifitions of Truth j 
while Others (with lefs Pains and Application) 
fliare the Places of Honour and Profit. But, 
this Obje^ion bears with equal Force againft 
feveral other Accomplifliments (as well as 
againft Learning) which no Man, who is not 
degenerated into Stupidity, or the moft fordid 
Avarice, would be thought entirely to re- 
nounce: Particularly, a graceful Behaviour, 
an engaging Affability, a perfuafive Eloquence, 
a Readinefs of Wit, Soundnefs of Judgment, a 
manly Courage ; with many other Perfedions, 
that might be enumerated. And, though all 
thefe Qiialifications are of Service to Men in 
Life J yet, it will be difficult to calculate what 
particular Profit accrues from any one, or 

more. 
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more, of them to the Pofleflbur. In the like 
Manner, Knowledge may be a very valuable 
Acquiiition, notwitbftanding we cannot always 
aflign the exa^ Proportion of the Advantage^ 
it may bring to the Man of Learning. 

It muft) indeed, be confefled, that in all 
Ages They, who have made the moft uieful 
Difcoveries of hidden Truths, were animated 
by a nobler Paffion, than the Love of Gain. 
They were fo enamoured with the Charms of 
Knowledge, that (even, notwithftanding their 
narrow Circumftances) Riches had no Allure- 
ments to flacken their Enquiries ; thinking 
themfelves more glorioufly rewarded by the 
fublime Speculations they brought to Light, 
than if they had fucceeded in the moft extra- 
vagant Purfuits of Avarice or Ambition. 

It is to the Men, who have negleded the 
Advantages of an Aftive Life, that we ftand 
indebted for the Difcovering, and Methodi- 
zing of the Great Truths in Philofophy, Ma- 
thematicks, and other Parts of Learning, from 
which Mankind reap fo much Benefit. And 
if Others, after the Example of their Renown-^ 
ed PredecefTours, can be pleafed with a mo- 
derate Fortune, that they may be more at 
Leifure to ftore their Minds with Knowledge j 
or, to communicate their Treafure to Man- 

\ kind 
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kind by their Writings ; they may hope for a 
Pardon from thofe, who are engaged in the 
Plunder of the World ; as leaving them the 
more Room, and eafing them of Rivals, who 
by their Performances fliew, they did not 
want either Capacity, or Application (if they 
had thought fit) to fliine in Courts or Camps, 
on the Exchange^ or in JFeftminfter-Hall. If^ 
therefore, the Men confpicuous in Retirement 
have preferred either the Pleafure of contem* 
plating Truth, or the Defire of an innocent 
Fame from their Works, or the Hope of be- 
coming Beneficial to the prefcnt , and to 
future Ages, to the Love of Grandeur and 
Wealth ; let this Singularity of theirs be, at 
leaft, excufed ; fince it is to Themfelves moft 
Delightful, Advantageous to Many, and Hurt- 
ful to None. 

But the Force of the Objedion, I am now 
combating, will be quite deftroyed, if we ob- 
ferve ; that there have, in all Times, and in 
all Countries, been feveral Perfons, whom the 
Merit of their Learning has advanced to the 
higheft Stations, without the Afliftance of 
other Friends, than thofe their eftabliihed Re- 
putation had procured them. And, if there 
have been Many, who had Reaibn to hope, 
■and who probably might expcft, the like Sue- 

cefs ,• 
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ce(s; and yet have found a different Fatej 
This will not appear very ftrange, if we make 
fome obvious Reflections both on the Patrons, 
who beftow, and on the Candidates, who 
afpire to. Preferments. 

It often happens, that They, who have it 
in their Power to patronize Merit, are not 
the beft Judges of it ; or, at leaft, are mifin* 
formed in the Charaders of Men, fo as blind- 
ly to beftow on unworthy Perfons, what 
fhould be the Portion of the Deferving. 
There are other Patrons, who regard the 
Court and Application made to them, the 
Recommendation of Friends, and fometimes 
more fordid Confiderations, more than the 
Merit of the Perfons, who feek their Favour* 
And, there are certain Jundures, wherein Great 
Men happen to be fo embarraffed in the mod 
laudable Defigns, by Party-Oppofition, that 
they are forced, in Defence of the Publick 
and Themfelves, to regard the Zeal and Afiec- 
tion for their Perfons and Caufe in thofe They 
prefer, more (perhaps) than is confident with 
the true Intereft and Glory of their Countrey, 
in fmoother Seafons. Therefore, when Men, 
eminent for ufeful Knowledge, find Them- 
felves neglcded through no Fault of their 
own, they muft impute it to the Worthlefs- 

nefs 
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nek or Ignorance of their Patrons^ or to the 
Turbulency of the Times ; and not imagine 
their Learning Hands in their Way« 

But^ if many Learned Men would impar-^ 
tially examine Themfelves^ they would have 
Reafon to impute the Diliregard they often 
meet with, chiefly to their own ill Condu^. 

It would, indeed, be much for the Credit 
and the Service of Society, that no Man^s 
Modefiy fliould be a Hindrance to his Advance- 
ment ^ but, that Merit might expeA to be 
fought after, and called upon, to quit its Re- 
tirement* Neverthelefs, it muft be acknowledg- 
ed, that the Man of Merit would have little 
Caufe to complain, if he was regarded, when 
he fairly oKered Himfelf. Neither can it be 
fuppoied, that Perfbns in Power fiiould, in 
the Multiplicity 4nd Hurry of Bufinefs, have 
either the Inclination, or the Leifiire, to hunt 
after concealed Worth : So that, if the Scholar 
does nothing to manifeft himfelf to the World, 
and to draw the Attention of his Superiours ; 
he can reafonably blame only Himfelf, for his 
Want of Preferment. 

Again ; it too often happens, that a Man of 
diftinguiihed Knowledge is fo intoxicated with 
Pride and Self-Conceit, and treats the Lefs- 
knowing with fuch Contempt, that he raifes a 

Vol. II. " P General 
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General Ill-will towards himfelfj and Man- 
kind juftly combine to negleft Rewarding the 
Learning, that is over-ballanced with Info- 
lence* There are Others, who (with their 
Share of Knowledge) are blemiflied with Ibme 
Defeat, which renders them contemptible. 
One may have a mean, fervile Spirit; Ano- 
ther, a Rudenefs of Behaviour ; A Third, a pe- 
dantick, contentious Converfation ; A Fourth, 
may not have the leaft Judgment ' or Difcre- 
tion in the common Concerns of Life,- And 
a Fifth, may be notorious for fome fcandalous 
Pradiice, or vicious Habits : All which Ble- 
mifiies caft a Cloud, more or lefs, over their 
Knowledge, and hinder it from ihining forth 
in its full Luftre. 
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N^88. ir/W^, Jan. 23. 1718- 



Rif ;7/i limina Dhum 



Tangerey ait. Smul alta jubet difcedere late 
Flutninay quajuvenh grejfus inferret : At ilium 
Curvata in montis faciem circumjletit unda^ ' 
Accepitque finu vajloy mifitque fub amnein. 

ViRG. 




HERE is no Crime, Men are re- 
ftrained from with greater Diflicul* 
ty, than the Defire of communi- 
cating forbidden Knowledge; which 
when they daxe not openly propagate, they 
will find a Thoufand Arts of infinuating ; {o as 
to fpread it imperceptibly through the World. 
Thefe concealed Inftruftions (like the clan- 
deftine Meflages of fecluded Lovers) are mu- 
tually conveyed, and underftood, amongfl the 
Wife and the Vertuous; while they efcape the 
Obfervation of the Malicious and the Igno- 

P 2 rant. 



Zl8 Tl^tf Free-thinker, N^88 

rant. The Pleafure and Advantage of this 
fecret Intercourfe is fo great, that it will al- 
ways be maintained by fome happy Stealth, 
even where every Avenue feems to be guar- 
ded againft it. The Love of Truth is foil of 
Subtilty and Invention, beyond what any 
meaner Loves can infpire ; and has contrived 
more innocent Wiles and Stratagems, to elude 
the Jealoufy of her Watchfol Obfervers, than 
were, ever, pradiced by the Nymphs and Shep- 
herds of Arcadia. 

I am led into this Strain of Romantick Re- 
flexions by a little Piece, written in the Cafti- 
lian Tongue, by Don Juan de Velafco (a Knight 
of the Order of Calatrava^ defcended from a 
Noble Family in Old Cdfiile) who was a con- 
cealed Lover of Truth ; and difguifed this 
Libertine Inclination (which would have been 
efteemed a greater Blemiih to his Charader, 
than the moft criminal Intrigue) under the 
carelefs Air of a Novel. The Original is a 
little Myfterious, and needs more Explana- 
tion, than could fafely have been given, in its 
native Language : But, when I have taken it 
out of this Obfcurity, it will fumiih a very in- 
ftrudive Entertainment to my Difciples ; who 
will (doubtlefs) be pleafed with fuch an un- 
common Curiofity, as a Spanijh Free^Tbinker. 

AS 
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A S the Philofophy of this little Tale turns 
upon a fingle Incident, it will not be neceiTary 
to relate the whole Train of Adventures, con- 
tained in it. Ajiolfo^ who is the Hero of the 
Piece, attempts to remove the Prejudices, L/- 
farda had conceived againft him ; and to deter- 
mine hei Opinion in his Favour, by the Power 
of an Enchantrefs : From whofe Magick Skill 
it takes the Title of. El Gobierno de los Juyziof : 
The Government of Opinions. 

As this Defpairing Lover flood on the Bank 
of the Gundia^na^ near the Place where that 

River lofes it felf under Ground, the Enchan- 

*. • * • 

trefs-Nymph, touched with his Complaints, 
invited him to her Grotto. At her Call, he 
plimged into the headlong Stream, and found 
an Entrance amidft the winding Rocks, where 
it is engulfed. The Waters, dividing, open- 
ed to him a Paflage into a delightful fubter- 
raneous Region. In the midft of it^ flood a 
low, but fpacious, Building ; covered with a 
flat Roof, after the Moorijh Faihion : It was 
fupported by a Thoufand Rows of Pillars, not 
exceeding Twenty Feet in Height ; each Row 
containing a Thoufand Pillars. This Colonade 
compofed a large Square, refembling a regular 
Plantation of Trees, flanding thick on a level 
Green, and extending every Way into Walks 

P 3 of 
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of equal Dimen/ions. In the Centre, the 
Building rofe into a magnificent Dome; be- 
neath which, the Qiieen of the Deftinies (who 
have the Diredion of the Opinions of Man- 
kind) held her Refidence. 

Every one of thefe numerous Pillars was 
hung round with innumerable little Sil- 
ver Ballances ,• all, varioufly inclined : To 
each of the Ballances were afligned Two Gc- 
nies, in the Shape of little Boys j whofe Bufi- 
nefs (or Sport) it was to ply them, from Time 
to Time, with a Variety of Weights, which 
lay in Heaps on the Pavement. Thefe Scales 
were equal in Number to the whole Multi- 
tude of Mankind ; and ranged in the moft 
exa^ Order, according to the refpedive Na- 
tions, Cities, and Families. On the Beam of 
each Ballance was infcribed the Name of the 
Particular Perfon, to whom it belonged : And, 
every Man's Opinions were governed by the 
Motions of his own Scales ,- being determined 
by the Choice of the Weights, which his Good 
or Evil Genie threw, every Moment (whe- 
ther by Chance or Defign) into this or that op- 
pofite Scale. 

The Spanijh Authour here proceeds to make 
feveral Obfervations, both on the Weights and 
the Scales ,• which are very curious, and will 

require 
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require tlie Attention of as many of my 
Readers as are defirous to enter into the true 
Defign of his Allegory. 

In the iirft Place, he takes Notice, that the 
far greater Number of the Scales had been 
either made originally falfc ; or, at leaft, were 
hung with fo little Exadnefs, that they never 
play'd anfwerably to the Proportion of the 
Weight thrown into them : And many, which 
had no fuch DefeiS, had contraded fo much 
Ruft, by long Difufe (through the Negligence 
of fome of the Genies) that it required great 
Force to alter the Polition, they happened to 
be fixed in. 

Thefe Allufions are fo familiar and obvious,' 
that they are even become Proverbial amongft 
our Authour*s Countreymen ; who very grave- 
ly bid you. Hang your Scales Ew», or Oyle your 
Scales^ when you betray any ftrong Biafs upon 
your Underftanding ; or, refufe to yield to the 
Force of a plain Argument. 

Von Juan next obferves, that the Weights,^ 
caft in by the Genies, did not exert their true 
Force, till they had remained in either Scale 
a confiderable Time ; and that, upon their firft 
being thrown in, they generally feemed light- 
er, or heavier, than they were in Reality. This 
(he fays) was very vi/ible, when ever any new 

P 4 >Veights 
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Weights were laid in the Ballance, by its nod- 
ding to and fro, with flow and uncertain Vi- 
brations ; fo as to continue wavering and un- 
fettled, till every Weight had acquired its joft 
Degree of Gravitation; which it retained, 
without the lead Variation, ever afterwards. 

This Experiment finely accounts for the 
Fearfulnefs of young Beginners in Free-Rea- 
foning : They are apt to be terrified, when 
they find themfelves driven from one Opinion 
to another, with the greateft Uncertainty, by 
the Force and Number of new Aiguments ; 
which they can at firft but imperfedly judge 
of: And which, it requires Time, to confider. 
This makes them apprehend themfelves to be 
in danger of becoming Scepticks; while they 
are, indeed, advancing in the dired Way to 
Truth and Certainty : Which can only be at- 
tained, by carfully unravelling thofe Reafon- 
ings, which, fo long as they appear entangled, 
muft occafion perpetual Doubts. 

My Authour, laftly, difcovers a Kind of 
Falfe Weights, which at firft feem very pon- 
derous ; but whofc Force foon vanifhes ; or, 
transfers its Vcrtue to the oppofite Scale : 
And, confequently, were the whole Mafs of 
Weights (the True, and the Counterfeit) to 
be put in tlie Ballance againft each other, they 

^ • ^ ' Vould 
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vrould all at laft (in Efied) unite in inclining it 
one Way. 

This aflfords a noble Difcoveiy^ which 
makes all the formidable Objedions againft 
Free-Tbif^ing^ and the imaginary Dangers of 
a fair Examination, vaniih ; by ihewing, that 
all Argumentation, if it be throughly purfued^ 
leads only to Truth ; and that, the Caufe of 
Enour is betrayed by every Argument, which 
is produced in Support of it, as foon as 
the true Tendency of that Argument comes 
to be rightly underftood. 

Wh I l e the Writer thus gravely mytholo* 
gizes on fo odd an Adventure ; the enamour- 
ed Jfiolfo is conduced, by the fair Magician, 
through the confufed Labyrinth of Intellec- 
tual Machines ; and, is agreably amufed with 
a Variety of pl^afant Experiments, and furpri- 
fing Changes. As he paffes from one Pillar 
to another, his ^pfy Hand alters the Opinions 
of Men : A Love pf Novelty prevails, where- 
ever he turns his Steps. Falfe Learning, and 
Falfe Religion, tremble at his Approach: 
Every Touch of his deftroys a Syfteme, or 
advances a new Science j cancels the Decrees 
of a modern Council , or revives an anti- 
quated Truth. Methinks, I fee him (not 
without Envy) redifying the heedlefs Mif- 

takes 
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takes of Youth, or removing the fettled Pre- 
judices of Age i changing the DeAiny of 
Lovers, or Bxing the Inconftancy of the Fair; 
and playing, with Succefs, all the unlucky 
Pranks, which the moft ambitious Tree-Thinker 
would attempt, could he obtain, for a Day, 
the like Power over the Judgments of Men, 
or the Inclinations of Women. 

The various Adventures, A^olfo met with,- 
of this Kind, make the mofl diverting Part 
of the ^anijh Novel ; and may, perhaps, fiir- 
nilh out farther Entertainment to my Rea- 
ders. 



^■■^^"^^ 
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Hoc w<wfo Notary fttppecUtahitur Doilrina; 
nam utraque, altera feperata^ minm erit firma : 
ka tamen^ ut mtdto flm in Dc^frinay atque Ane^ 
frdfidii fit. 

CicER. ad Her. 




N Confequence of what was faid, 
on Monday laft^ I come now to 
confider, how far Learning difqua- 
lifies Men for Bufinefs. 
IT is Generally thought, the Student is 
fo deeply immerft in Contemplations on the 
Philofophy and Tranfadions of Former Ages, 
that he can give no Attention to the Afifairs of 
the Prefent ^ or that, he is fo intent upon 
General and Sublime Truths, that his Obfer- 
vation ftoops not to the minute and trifling 
Occurrences of Life : And that, notwithftan- 
ding the comprehenfive Rules of Wifdom, he 

may 
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may have formed in Theory ,• he ha? not the 
Skill and Dejrterity to apply thofe Maxims to 
the particular Circumftances of Adion, in 
v^hich he may be engaged. 

Though this Obje^ion ihould be allowed 
in many Inftances, yet it redounds only to the 
• Damage of the Student, not of Others, who 
may reap fome Benefit from his Labours. 

The Knowing Divine is equally able to 
folve a Cafe of Confcience ; the Counfellour 
to inform his Client in the Law ; the Phyfi- 
cian to prefcribe to bis Patient ; and the Ma- 
thematician to inftrud his Scholars in his Sci- 
ence ; whether he underftands, or is ignorant 
of, the Prices of Goods ; whether he is able, 
or not able, to make a Wife Bargain. Since, 
therefore, the Scholar alone is the Sufierer, 
by over-looking the petty Prudences of Life, 
while Mankind is improved by his (uperiour 
Knowledge ; this innocent Defed Ihould never 
deprive him of the Refpeft and Encourage^ 
ment, due to his Profeflion. 

But, what Excefs foever Learned Men were 
guilty of in earlier Ages, by too clofe an At- 
tachment to their Studies ; an Over-Applica- 
tion to Knowledge, is not the prevailing Vice 
of Students in our Times. Moft of our Mo- 
dern Scholars are as fliarp-fighted, in difco- 

vering 
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vering their Advantages in the World ; and, 
as dexterous in managing their private Affairs ; 
as quick-fcented in hunting after Preferment ,• 
as eager for Advancement ,• and, as attentive 
to the Emoluments and Perquifites of their 
Pofts i as the moft illiterate of their Neigh- 
bours. And, as for properly difcharging any 
Bufinefs, they undertake j it mufl be an un- 
pardonable Negligence, if they are not foon 
qualified to acquit themfelves, beyond their 
unlearned Rivals. 

While the Men of Letters are, in their 
Youth, purfuing the Courfe of their Studies, 
they enlarge and ftrengthen their Natural 
Abilities. Their Judgment grows clear and 
penetrating, by being continually exercifcd in 
diftinguifliing Realities from Appearances , 
Truths from plaufible Falihoods : Their Me- 
mory increafes by daily ftoring up a Variety 
of Knowledge : Their Invention is quickened, 
by frequently ranging after fuch Topicks as 
may be urged, with Probability, on both Sides 
of the Many Queftions prefented to them : 
And, their daily Progrefs in Knowledge, car- 
ried on for fome Years, muft give them a Ha- 
bit of Inftuftry and Application. 

What Reafon, then, can there be for imagi- 
ning, that a Perfon, who has been bred to ufe 

and 
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and improve his Faculties> beyond Others^ 
ihould not be able to turn his Mind^ with 
haie, to a new Method of Thinking, and 
make any Kind of Bufinefs, at proper Times^ 
the Subjed of his Care and Attention j e(pe- 
cially, when his Intereft, his Honour, and his 
Duty, require it ? Doubtlefs, fuch a Man is as 
well qualify'd to confider the Nature of the 
AfBiirs he may be engaged in, the moft ready 
Means of managing them ,- to forefee the Dif- 
ficulties, that may arife, and to find out pro* 
per Expedients ; as he was, before, capacitated 
to difcufs an intricate Qjjeftion, to draw jufl 
Conclufions, and to remove embarraifing Ob- 
jedions from this or that Opinion ; when his 
Enquiries were meerly Voluntary, and urged 
on by no Motives of either Duty or Intereft, 

So that, Knowledge is fo far from incapaci- 
tating a Man for Bufinefs, and from ren- 
dring him unferviceable to his Countrey, or 
Himfelf; that, on the contrary, the very Me- 
thods of arriving at Knowledge do, neceflarily, 
enable him to acquit himfelf reputably in the 
Management of Affairs, 

And, I fear, if we were to take an impar- 
tial Survey of the feveral Pofls and Offices in 
this Nation, which have happened to be fil- 
led by Perfons unequal to the Bufinefs of 

them; 
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them J we fliould find^ that their Infufficicncy 
has proceeded^ not from their having ever been 
too Intent on fome particular Study, but from 
never fixing their Attention to any Thing fe- 
rious; not from thinking too clofely, but 
from not knowing how to think in a Method, 
and to Purpofe : So that pofllbly, the readieft 
Cure for their Inability would be, to apply 
their Minds to fome valuable Knowledge, they 
could like^ in order to qualify them in Time 
to manage Bufinefs with Regularity and Dili- 
gence. 

Now, there are Two Ways, by which a 
Man may be fuppofed to arrive at a Fitnefs 
for Publick Bufinefs : Either by being en«- 
dowed with fuch Parts, as by a little Inftruc- 
tion in the Nature of the Affairs he enters on, 
and in the Forms peculiar to them, make him 
able to difcharge his Office j or, by being gra- 
dually fitted for a Poft, by long Obfervation 
and Experience. 

I believe, there are very few. think the Lat- 
ter Qualification abfblutely neceffary ; or, that 
any Kind of Bufinefs is fo Myfterious, that 
there is no Comprehending of it, without be- 
ing trained up to it, almofl from our Child- 
hood. If it be fb i I am fiire, moft Employ- 
.ments are very poorly filled,- and the only 

AVay 
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Way of being rightly qualified for a Civil 
Conuiii0ion muft be, to ferve firft as an Under- 
Qerk in die refpe&ive Offices. 

Therefore, to detemune this Queftion feir* 
ly : The Man of Bufinefs (before he can be 
Compleat) muft have a proper Share of natu- 
ral Parts i or the fiilleft Experience will only 
qualify him to be an Implement in the Hands 
of a Superiour Genius : He muft, likewiie, 
have a fuifficient Time, not only to learn the 
Forms peculiar to his Bufinefs ; but, to obtain 
a Readiness and Dexterity in a Variety of Oc- 
currences and Difficulties, which the moft ac- 
curate Contemplation can never wholly fore- 
fee, nor fuffidently provide againft, without 
the Aid of Experience. 
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Omnia mah Exempla bonis hitiis ma funt. 

Sallusi*. 

N Popular and in Mixt Govern- 
ments^ Men have always been 
more watchful and follicitous for 
the Publick-Weal 5 than in Ab- 
folute and Unliniited Monarchys. Their In* 
tereft engages their Attention: And, confe- 
quently, where the People have a Share in 
the Supreme Power, it is Natural for them 
to be Jealous of their Superiours ufurping 
iipon their Rights* And, if a Free-People 
happen (through a well or ill- grounded Jea- 
loufy) to be inftigated to take up Arms in 
Defence of their Liberties j the Intemperate- 
nefs of their Zeal, with the want of Unani- 
mity in their Counfels, perpetually expofes 
them to become the Property of their De- 
Vou IL Q, ligning 
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Cgning Leaders : Who, to carry on fome pri- 
vate Scheme of their own, frequently hurry 
the Multitude beyond their firft Intentions ^ 
and prompt them on to fuch Extravagances, 
as effe^ually deflroy their Privileges, by thofe 
very Meafures, whereby they propofed to 
el^abliih them. 

The Tranfa<Skions, which this Day Annual* 
ly calls to Mind, fufficiently juftify my Obfer- 
vation. The.People profeflfedly took up Arms, 
for no other Reafon, but to defend their Li- 
berties J which they thought were invaded : 
And when, upon their Succefs, They might 
eafily have obliged the King to grant them a 
fiili Security, againft any future Attempts to 
their Prejudice j then, did the Dexterity of 
their Chiefs triumph, by making the Bulk of 
the Nation ad in direft Contradidion to their 
own Interefts. 

Peace, only, is the Intereft of the People ; 
War, the Advantage of a Few : And, though 
it may fometimes be neceflary to have Re- 
courfe to Arms to proted the Publick Liber- 
ty ; yet will the People, if they are Wife, 
flieath their Swords upon the firft fair Offers 
of Satisfadion, and a reafonable Security for 
the Time to come. Had the People no Dan- 
gers to apprehend, but from the Perfons 

againft 
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againft whom they fight i it might, perhaps, 
l)e Right in Politicks to pufli their Advanta- 
ges, fo as to carve out for Themfelves a 
greater Portion of Liberty, than they might, 
in Stridnefs, be entitled to, before the Con- 
teft began. But, the Military Chiefs of their 
own Party, fluflied with Succefs, are the Ene- 
mies, whom they have moft Reafon to fear* 
It is with Reluiftancy, that Men, ufed to 
Arms, quit their Profeffion: And the fame 
Vidories, which fecure the People againft 
their open Adverfaries, frequently raife their 
Captains (by the Credit they Thereby ob- 
tain with the Soldiery) to fuch a Degree of 
Power, as adually enables Them to exercife 
a more abfolute Tyranny, thtn the Powers, 
they firft refifted, were fuppofed to have even 
projeded. Such was the Iffue of our Civil 
Wars; And, fuch does Hiftory fliew us to 
have been the Fate of every People, who 
have, needlefly, entrufted their Liberties to 
the Difcretion of a Military Power. 

All my Readers will readily affent to the 
Truth of what I have obferved, in Rejpeft to 
the Multitude j fince every one will be apt to 
except himfelf out of the Number. I fliall, 
therefore, farther Obferve, That even the 
Heads of Parties, and the Men, who pretend 

Q^. to 
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to a fuperiour Knowledge in Politicks, are as 
liable to the forementioned Failing, as the 
meaneft of the People. And, indeed, all the 
Errours of the People are juftly charged upon 
their Leaders; whofe Authority carries the 
Vulgar (often defignedly) into Miftakes, which 
they would otherwife avoid : And, to fuch 
rafli, afpiring Patriots, did our jealous Grand- 
fathers owe all the Misfortunes and Miferies 
of their Times. 

Men naturally pafs from One Defire to 
Another : At firft, they only wilh to be fe- 
cure ; That effeded, they endeavour to grow 
Powerful: And the Means generally cholen 
for theii- Defence, are fuch as render them 
Formidable. I'his Point gained, They are 
zealous to retort upon the Aggreflbur the In- 
jury, which they parry from Themfelves. 
Thus, after the Liberties of the People were, 
by a Series of Vidories, refcued from the 
Danger, which was fuppofed to threaten 
them ; the Leaders, a^uated by Revenge 
(with an Apprehenfion of their own Ruin, if 
a Peace was concluded) ftill profecuted the 
War, utterly to extirpate that Regal Power, 
which at firft endeavoured to crufli their Au- 
thority J and which, if ever Reftored, would 
be as able, as it was defirous, to extinguifh 

aU 
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all their Hopes. The Succefs is well known : 
The Leaders of the People, who were only 
verfed in the Arts of a Civil Life, are difpof- 
fefled of their Power by their Servants : And 
a New Sett of Men, who were made ufc of 
as Inftruments to fight their Battles, and to 
deftroy the Rpyal Party, employ the Sword, 
they were entrufted with, to make them- 
felves Matters of the fwQ contending Pow- 
ers. 

There is nothing fo neceflary to be ftudy*d 
by the Leaders of Parties, as the Genius and 
Tcniper of the People they have to deal 
witlj : But, there is one Failing common tQ 
the Multitude, in all Nations j a Tumultuous 
Zeal in purfuing what they are bent upon, 
without the leaft Regard to Confequences, 
whether Good or Bad. I fliall compliment 
my Reader, with trading him to verily this 
Remark upon the EngUJIo^ by Examples of his 
own choofing ; while 1 obferve, that this Po- 
pular Difpofition was well undprftood by the 
Marefchal de BaJJbjnpierre ^ who, feeing how 
clofeiy the Seige of Rochellc (the laft Retreat 
of the Proteftants, who were the only Bal- 
lance of Power againft the approaching Ty- 
ranny of the Court) was prefled by Lewis XIII. 
wrote to a Friend ^ That the Zeal of the Gr- 

Q. 3 tbolich 
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tholickf againft Hugonotifm was fo warm, that 
he beUcved^ They would he Fools enough to take 
the Town. 

But, if we examine more particularly the 
ConduA of the Men of Power in the late 
Times, we fliall perceive, their Zeal carried 
them contrary to Common Senfe. A very 
little Reflexion will convince a Man, that 
the Bulk of any People are always fond of 
the Form of Government, to which they 
have been long accuftomed. It avails no- 
thing, that a projeiled Change iSy in Specula* 
tion, for the Better : For, it is evident from 
Hiftorical Fafts, that when a Nation has been, 
through many Years, inured to the very worft 
Form (an Abfolute Monarchy) if by accident 
they acquire Liberty, it is very difficult, if 
not almoft Impoffible, for them to preferve it. 
A People long enflaved, are wholly unacquain- 
ted with the Means neceflary for their De- 
fence and Prefervation j like a Tyger bred up 
in Confinement : If, at laft, he breaks loofe 
by Accident from his Chains (not knowing 
where to find his Food, and unacquainted 
with the proper Haunts, and Places of Re- 
fiige) he becomes an eafy Captive to the firft 
Perfon, who fliall endeavour to re-inchain 
binif • 

But 
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But if, to a People^s being long accuftomed 
to Tyranny, an univerfal Corruption be ad- 
ded $ it becomes altogether impradicable to 
eftabliih a publick Liberty. RofnCy upon the 
ExpuUion of the Tarquins^ as yet entire in its 
Vertue, was able not only to aflert, but to 
maintain, its Liberty : But afterwards, ener- 
vated by Luxury, and habituated to Tyran- 
ny, in vain were the Caligula's^ and the Nero'Sy 
deftroyed : The Spirit of Liberty was extiiv 
guiihed ; and not a Patriot left, who even en- 
tertained a Thought of reftoring the Com- 
mon-Wealth ; Their Wiihes afpired only to 
the Change of Matters ,• and their Ambition 
was confined to a poor, private Revenge on a 
Tyrant* When a Nation once comes to this 
State of Degeneracy, it is incapable of Liber- 
ty J and can only £hift from one Tyranny to 
another : And, fliould a fuperiour Genius be 
able to impofe Freedom on his Fellow-Citi- 
zens, it would, upon his Death, vanilh, like 
a Dream. Thus SyracufCy which had groaned 
under the Yoke of the Dionifiiy was compel- 
led into Liberty, during the Lives of Dion 
and Ttmoleon ,• but, upon their Deceafe, it pre- 
cipitated to its wonted Slavery. 

d 4 But, 
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But, to come nearer to the Troubles of 
this Kingdom : Tlie Experience of all Agf s 
ihewS) that, whoever purpofes to new- 
model the Government of an ancient State 
(efpecially, where the Conftitution allows the 
Subjeds a great Proportion of Liberty) he 
ought, in Prudence, to preferve as many qf 
the Ancient Forms of Adminiftration, as pof- 
(ible; fince, by that Precaution, he will re- 
tail), in his Intereft, the Body of the People j 
who are more governed by the Appearance, 
than by the Reality, of Things. Thus, when 
the Romans created two Confids^ inftead of a 
King, They would not fuffer them to exceed 
the Number of Li6forSy whiph ufually prece- 
ded their Kings; left the People fhould be 
ihocked with ap unulyal Mark of Terrour : 
By the fame Prudence they continued an OfG- 
f er, dignify'd with the Title of King ; that the 
People might not want a Perfon with that 
Chara^er to affift in certain Sacrifices, inftitu- 
ted during their Monarchy. 

Thefe Confideratipns (to pmit many others, 
which might be added) make me wonder, 
how it could enter into the Thought of any 
EngliJJman^ to aft fo contrary to the univer; 
fal Difpofition of*^ his Countreymen, as to at- 
jjeippt to convert th|s giingdom into a Com^ 

WW- 
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mon-lVealth 5 and, which is yet more abfurd^ 
a Common-Wealth (as it was proje^ed) in 
which the Members of the fupreme Council 
were to be eleded from Countries of diffe- 
rent and diflant Situations, and oppofite Inte- 
refts. A Common-Wealth of a great City may 
be comprehended ; but, a Common- Wealth 
of a Large €xtenfive Countrey, is Abfurd, 
and Impradicable : And yet. This was the 
Scheme, which the Heads of the ParliamenU 
Tarty purfued. The People were amuled with 
fo many contradi&ory and extravagant Forms 
of Government, that being wearied with 
Change, and not able to agree upon Another, 
They reftored the Ancient, Form j which was 
done with fuch Precipitation, that they did 
not fo much a? think of Capitulating for That 
Security of their Liberties, to obtain which. 
They at firft began the War ; and which (du- 
ring the Profecution of the War) they had, in 
the Heat of their Jealopfy, rejeded. 

I cannot conclude This Difcourfe without 
obferving, That fince every Expedient propo- 
fed to remedy any growing Mifchief in a 
State is more Excellent, the fmaller, or ra- 
ther the more Imperceptible, Changes it 
makes ; on this Account, the Late Resolution 
may be juftly pfteemed, not pnly the Happieft, 

but 
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bat alfo tbe moft wifely condudled A&ir, 
that was ever executed by Man. By the Suc- 
cess of fo glorious and pradenC an Enterprife, 
die Immortai King WiUimn refcued Three 
lUogdoms firom Slavery; and effe^ualiy re- 
mecOed all thole Evils, which tbe Tyranny of 
his Predecel]bur had introduced ; and this, 
widliout caufing the leaft Alttfration in the 
Ancient ConfUtution of the Kingdom. 
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N^9i. Monday, Feb. 1. 1718. 



Plato turn denique fore beatar Refpublicas pu-^ 
ta'vit^ ft aut doSli (^ fapientes homines em regere 
cctpijjent ^ aut qui regerent^ omne fuum ftudlwn 
in DoSlrina (^ Sapicntia collocaffent. 

CicER. ad Q. Fratn 




O R the farther Satisfadion of my 
Readers, who may have given 
their Attention to my * Three 
Supplemental Ledures; I ihall,thi$ 
Day, clofe the Laft of thofe Difcourfes (which 
as yet remains Imperfedl) by the following 
Refleftions. 

Though the Acqui/itions of Knowledge 
of what Kind foever, through Study and Con- 
templation, will not alone enable any One to 
become a Statefman, who is not endowed with 



* Ko 85, 87, 8p, 



a Pro- 
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a Proper Genius ; as neither can the Force of 
Prance and Experience, where there is not. a 
Foundation in the Natural Abilities of the 
Perfon: Yet, I have fliewn, that a Regular 
Courfe of ferious Studies cannot fail of im- 
proving a Man's Parts. So that. He, who 
without Literature approves Himfelf capable 
of publick Bufinefs and weighty Affairs, would 
acquit Himfelf yet more like a Mafter, with 
the Addition of fuitable Learning. His Stu- 
dies would give him a more folid and diftin- 
guifliing Judgment, a more faitiiful Memory, 
and a more un weary M Application of Thought. 
Nature being thus improved by Art, he would 
be more able to dive into the Depths of Bu- 
finefs, to unravel the Intricacy, and to metho- 
dize the Multiplicity, of AflFairs,- as likewife 
to forefee, and to prevent, Difficulties ; and to 
forearm Himfelf againft fuch Occurrences, as 
are not be avoided. 

Moreover ; the Man, who afpircs to great 
Employments, and has previoufly ftored his 
Mind with a comprehenfive Knowledge of the 
True Foundations of Right and Wrong, of 
Property, of Liberty, and of Law, in Gene- 
ral J of the Nature, and the Ends, of Govern- 
ment, with the feveral Forms of it, and their 
refpeaive Advantages and Disadvantages ; the 

Maxims 
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Maxims of found Politicks, acknowledged, 
and fuccefsfolly praifticed, by the Wife Men 
of Former Ages j the Conftitution of his own 
Countrey^ and the prevailing Temper of the- 
People: The Man, I fay, who comes thus 
greatly qualify'd into Publick Affairs, will be 
capable of more Extenfive Views and Nobler 
Defigns, than One, who brings with him, to 
a Publick Station, no farther Skill, than is 
founded on his private Obfervations upon the 
General or Particular Occurrences of the. 
Times j on the Converfation, that happens con- 
cerning them in his own Hearing ; or, on the 
Perufal of fome undigefted Pamphlets, which, 
bis Bookfeller, or fome Prejudiced Perfon,- 
may put into his Hands. 

As to Experience j the Learned Man is not 
confined to the Narrow Compafs of his own 
Obfervations, nor yet to the additional Store 
of his Acquaintance ; but launches out, by the 
Help of Hiftory, into the Experience of all 
Ages and Countries. There he fees, by what 
Steps fmali States have rifen to be great and 
powerful Empires ; and by what Mifmanage- 
ments and Corruptions, mighty Kingdoms and 
Common-Wealths, have been brought into 
Confufion, and at laft totally fubverted. He 
There finds by what Methods, ambitious and 

wicked 
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\vicked Men have (in his own and other Na- 
tions) been able to diilurb and embroil the 
Peace of tbe Community i and by what fied^ 
dy and prudent Couniels, True Patriots have 
fruftrated their Confpiracies^ and reflored the 
Publick Tranquility ; On what Occafions, and 
under what fair Pretences, the moft dangerous 
AbuTes have crept into Publick Adminiflra- 
tion ; how they have encreafed through Neg- 
led) or Connivance ; and by what Means they 
have been remedied : Laftly, by what Con^ 
dx\& Great Men^ in Former Times, have met 
with Succefs in their Employments, and me* 
rited the Applaufe of their Countrey ; or, by 
what Folly and Wickednefs they have brought 
Infamy and Ruin upon Themfelves, and their 
Families. 

And, as Human Nature is perpetually the 
fame, ever fubjed to the fame PaflGons and 
Corruptions, and ftill Equal to the fame Abi« 
lities and Vertucs j there is no good Hiftory of 
any Age, or People, but may fbrnifli an un- 
derftanding Reader with very ufefiil Inftruc* 
tions, as to his own Nation, and the Times, 
in which he lives. So fenfible was Alexander 
(one of the beft of the Roman Emperours) of 
This , that in difficult Affairs, he was not fatif- 
fied barely with Advice from the Experienced 

Statef- 
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Statefmen^ he had about him ; but, before he 
took his final Refolution^, he would know 
from Men of Letters (whom he retained in 
his Court) what they remembered in Hiftory, 
parallel to the Cafe before him ; what had been 
done in former Times on the like Occafions, 
and with what Succefs. 

Thus, the Perfon who has leamt to make a 
judicious Choice, and knows the Right Ufe, of 
Books> can (to his own limited Experience) 
add the Wifdom, and the Pradlice, of the fc- 
veral Ages and Nations of the World ; and 
(like I^ejlor in Homer) may boaft of his Inti- 
macy with many Warriours, Statefmen, Phi* 
lofophers, and Heroes. 

And, if we fearch into the Records of An^ 
tiquity ; we fiiall find, moft of the Perfons 
diftinguilhed there, in the aftive Scenes of 
Life, as Eminent for their Skill in Learning, 
as in Politicks j and, in a great Meafure, in- 
debted to their Proficiency in the Former, for 
their Dexterity in the Latter. Examples of 
this Kind are fo Numerous, that I Ihall not 
mention any Particulars, for fear of feeming 
guilty of Injuftice to Thofe famous Men, 
whofe Names 1 fliould, for Brevity, be obli- 
ged to omit. 

But, 
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But, to fliew how great the Advantage of 
Learning, joyned with Application to Bufi- 
nefs, may be, even without any previous Ex- 
perience ; I fliaU doie my Reflexions, on this 
Subjed, with a very remarkable Inftance. 

The many and bloody Wars Mitbridates the 
Great bad been engaged in, againft tbeRo-: 
mam, as well as againft feveral Barbarous Na- 
tions i and with what Variety of Succefs ; is 
known to every One, verfed in the Jioinan Hif- 
tory. When he had taken almoft all the 
Lefler Afa from the Romanti LucuUus was 
appointed to command, as General, agalnft 
him : And though, LucuUus was but a raw 
Soldier, when he fet out from Rome ^ yet, 
on his Journey, and while he wintered in 
Greece^ he fo hx improved himfelf in the Art 
of War, by confulting the Hiftories he had 
formerly read j riiat, after feveral Battles and 
Seiges, "Mitbridates pronounced him to be the 
moft expert and able Commander, next tor 
Alexander the Great, that he Iiad ever known^ 
or read of in Hiftory. 
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No 91. PHdaj, Feb. 6. I718. 

Da fpatium vita^ tnultoi da^ Jupiter ^ annos t 
Hoc reito 'vubuy folum hoc^ (^ palUdus optar. 
Sed ^uatn continm ^ quantis hnga fene6ius 
Tkna mnlis ! ^'^'-'^ ^^-"-^ -— • 

JuvEit* 
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O entice Young Ladies to delight 
in Reading, and to lead theni in- 
fenfibly into the Paths of Philofo- 
py, I have lately given them * Two 
Winter-Evening Tales ; to \Vhich I fliall add 
a Third of fo general an Inilrudion, that it 
may ferve for a Leflbn to the whole Sex^ 
from the Princefs down to the Countrey* 
Nymph. 

TheK* was, upon a Tiniej an Old 
Qjieen ; fo very far ftricken in Years, that her 

* N« 80, 844 

Vol. It K Majeft/ 
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Majefty was Toothlefs and Bald. Her Head 
ihook and trembled perpetually, like the 
Leaves of an Afpin ; and her Sight was (b 
dim, that Spefbicles were of no longer Ufe 
to hen Her Mouth was tlmoft hid by the 
near Approach of the Nofe to the Chin: 
Her Stature was (b diminiihed, that fte was 
ihrunk into a {hdpelefs Heap ; and her Back 
fo bowed, that you would have thought, ihe 
had been crooked from her Infancy. 

A Faifjy who had alTifted at the Birth of 
this Qpeen, came to her, and faid ; Do you 
defire to grow Young again ? Moft earneflly, 
reply 'd the Qjieen : I would part with all my 
Jewels, to be but Twenty. Then (continues 
the Fairy) it will be necelfary to mdce an Ex- 
change, and to transfer your Age and Infir- 
mities to fome One, who will be contented 
to (pare you her Youth and Health. To 
whom, therefore, Ihall we give your Hundred 
Years ^ 

Hereupon, the Qijeen gave Orders to make 
diligent Enquiry, through the Kingdom, for a 
Perfon, who might be willing to barter Youth 
for Age, upon a valuable Confideration. 
When thefe Orders were publickly known, a 
great many poor People, from all Parts, flock- 
ed to the Court ; all of them defirous to be 

made 



made Old and Rich i But^ when they had 
feen the Queen at Dinner^ hideous in her In* 
firmities, trembling and coughing over a Mefs 
of Water-Gruel, and doating ever and anous 
as (he {poke t not One was inclinable to take 
up the Burden of her Years. They chofe 
rather to live by Beggings afid to enjoy 
Youth and Health, in Rags. There came^ 
likewife, a Crowd of Ambitious Perfons $ to 
whom ihe promifed great Dignities, and the 
higheft Honours: But, when they had feen 
her I what will all our Grandeur avail (iaid 
they) when we ihall appear fo frightful^ as 
to be aihamed to ihew our felves in Pub^ 
lick? 

At laft, there came a Young Countrey-Girl 
(whofe Name was Mopfy) in full Bloom i who 
demanded no lefs than the Crown, as an £qui« 
valent for her Youth and Beauty. The Q}ieen 
immediately grew Angry : But, to what Pur- 
pofe ? She was bent upon renewing her VU 
gour, at any Rate ; and £iid to Mopfy } Let us 
divide my Kingdom, and ihare aiiket You 
(hall Reign over the One Half j and I will con« 
tent my felf with the Other: This wiJl be 
Power enough in Confcience for you, who 
are but a little mean Peafant^ No, replies 
the Girl j I am not fo eafily fatisfy'd : Let m« 

R a 
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enjoy my obfcure Condition, and my rofy 
Complexion,* and much Good may 'it do 
your Majefty with your Hundred Years, and 
your Wrinkles, and more than one Foot in 
the Grave. But then, fays the Qjieen ; what 
fiiould I be able to do without my King- 
dom ? You would Laugh, you would Dance, 
you would Sing, like Me ; anfwers the young 
Gipfy ; and, immediately, flie broke out into 
Laugher, and Danced, and Sung. The Queen, 
who was far from being in a Condition to 
imitate her Jollity, faid ,- and what would you 
do in my Place ? You, who are neither accus- 
tomed to Old Age, nor Empire? I cannot 
well fay, anfwers this Countrey Lafs, what I 
fiiould do : But, I have a Month's Mind to 
try it a little 5 for I have always heard, it is a 
Fine Thing to be a Qjieen. 

When the Two Parties feemed now difpo- 
fed to an Agreement, and were ready to 
(Irike the Bargain, in comes the Fiury; and, 
addreffing her felf to Mopfy^ faid : Are you 
willing to make Trial of the Condition of an 
Old Qjieen ; and fee firft how you like it, be- 
fore you refolve upon the Change, in good 
Earned ? With all my Heart ; replies the Girl. 
Her Forehead is, inftantly, furrowed with 
Wrinkles i her chefnut Hair turns white,- ilie 

grows 
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grows peeviih and morofe ; her Head fhakes • 
her Teeth are loofe ^ and flie is, already, an 
Hundred Years Old. The Fairy then opens a 
little Box, and lets out a Multitude of Offi- 
cers and Courtiers of both Sexes^ richly ap- 
parelled ,• who foon Ihot up into the foil Sta- 
ture of Men and Women, and paid their Ho- 
piage to the New Qjieen. She is conduced 
to her Chair of State ; and a coftly Banquet 
is, immediately, fet before her : But, alas, flic 
has no Appetite, and cannot bear the Fumes 
of the Table : Her Limbs fail her, when flie 
tries to walk : She is aukward, and balhfol, 
and in a Maze ; ihe knows not how to ipeak, 
nor which Way to turn her felf : She calls for 
a Looking-Glafs, and is ilartled at her own 
Deformity 5 and Ihe Coughs, till her Sides 
ake. 

In the mean Time, the True Queen ftands 
in a Corner of the Room, by her felf : She 
laughs, and begins to grow Handfome. Her 
Temples are Ihaded with Hair, and flie re- 
news her Teeth: Her Cheeks glow with 
Youth, and her Forehead is fair and fmooth. 
And, now Ihe begins to recoiled her Youth- 
fol Airs, and her Virgin Coynefsj and kts 
her Perfon out to, the beft Advantage. But, 
file is troubled to find her felf but meanly ap- 

R 3 parelled; 



l6i T3&« Free-Thinker- N*^92 

parelled; her Coats ihort and fcanty; and her 
Waftecoat of a coarfe Woollen Stuff: She was 
not ufed to be thus poorly equipt ; and one 
of her own Guards, who took her for fome 
rude Creature, went to turn her out of the 
Palace. 

Then faid Mopfy to her i I perceive, you are 
not a little Uneafy in my Condition ; and I 
am much more weary of yours : Take your 
Crown again ; and give me back my rufTet 
Garment. The Exchange was foon made : 
As foon, the Queen withered ; and the Virgin- 
Peafant bloomed afrefh. The Reftitution was 
hardly compleated, on Both Sides ; when. Each 
began to repent : But, it was too late : For, 
the Fairy had now condenmed them Both to 
remain in their proper Condition. 

The Qpeen bewailed her felf daily, upon 
the fmalleft Indifpofition : Alas, (would ihe 
fay) if I was Mopfy at this Time, I ihould 
fleep, indeed, in a Cottage, and feed upon 
Chefnuts ,* but then, by Day, I (hould dance 
in the Shade with the Shepherds, to the fweet 
Mufick of the Pipe. What am I the happier 
for lying in an embroidered Bed ,* where I am 
never free from Pain ? Or, for my numerous 

Attendants j who bave not the Power to re- 
lieve me ^ 

Her 
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Her Grief, for having forfeited ber Choice, 
encreafed her Indifpofitions j and, the Phyfici' 
ans, (who were Twelve in Number) conllant- 
ly attending her, foon brought her Diftempers 
to a Height Briefly ; ihe died, at the End of 
Two Months. Mopfy was in the midft of a 
Dance, with her Compianions, on the Bank of 
a running Stream, when Tidings came of the 
Qpecn's Death : Then, flie bleffed her felf, 
that ihe had efcaped from Royalty, more 
through good Fortune and Impatience, than 
through Forecaft and Refolution. 
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"Ex 'variis ingeniit exceUentiJJima qiuque UhO" 
vimus : ex iis enim, qui nomine (^ memoria dig- 
tti junt, nee nihil optime, nee omnia fradarijji- 
me^ quifquam dicere nobis 'videl/atur. 

CicER, de Invent. .1. z. 



fi A M run deeply in Arrears to my 

C Correfpondents (a Debt I have 

I been, and fluU bp fometimes, lia- 

% ble to) partly, through my Inabili-. 

ty to Think-Freebf oftner than Twice in a 

Week J partly, through their Letters and 

Papers not falling in with my prefent ViewfSj 

though moft of their Expe^ations will be 

anfwered by Degrees; and, partly, through 

the Subjects I am neceffarily engaged in, as 

particular Occafions, or the Proiecutipn of 

my main Purpofe, may require. I defire, 

therefoce, my fjiends and Well-Wilhers will 

ncit 
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not fufped me of any Neglefi towards Them, 
through the Condud I am obliged to oblerve, 
with Regard to the Publick* 

The following Letter (out of thofe I have 
fet apart more immediately for the Prefs) 
comes Firft, not by reafon of the Honour it 
does to Thefe Difcourfes ; (mce Imputations, 
of this Kind, have been obviated in the 
Twenty-Seventh Paper : But, becaufe it is of 
the oldeft Date, and expreifes the earned De- 
fire of a young Gentleman, to be informed 
in a Matter of great Importance, not only to 
Himfelf, but to the whole Nation. 

Mr. F R 1 e-Th I k X e r, Jan. 9, 1718. 

THE Firft Le^re, you were pleafed 
to oblige the World with, I had the 
Honour of reading with a Perfon of diftin- 
guiflied Senfe and Qjiality. At that Time, 
I took up your Paper more out of Good 
Manners, and the Refped I owed to the 
Company, than out of any Efteem I had 
for the Charader it bore. To fpeak the 
Truth ,- I was then afraid of you : Not that 
I wanted to be convinced, that to Think 
Freely^ in its genuine and proffer Senfe, is 
Innocent j for, I always held it to be the 

* moft 
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moft rational, and the moft neceflary, of all 
Huntan Liberties : Bat, becaufe I was (enfi- 
ble, the Title of the Paper had been often 
abofed to Countenance cv«y Novelty, that 
even Unthinking Men have broached to the 
World. 

* The Jflue of all my Apprehenfions is, that 
my Prejudices have only ferved to render me 
pleafed, almoft againft my Will. Ever fince, 
I have conftantly perufed (from Time to 
Time) your excellent Refledions ,• not only 
by Choice, but with the utmoft Complacen- 
cy : And I reckon it, now, amongft None of 
my fmalleft Debts to that Noble Lord, that 
I was firft made acquainted with you, by 
his Introdudion. You^ Sir, have redeemed 
an Honeft ExprefCon, proftituted to wrong 
Purpofes J you have refcued it out of the 
Hands of ^e Sons of Violence, and reftored 
it to its original Luftre, and native Inno- 
cency ; teaching us at once to Speak Prt^erljy 
and to Think Freely. 

^ But, it is not my Intention to enlarge upon 

your Commendation. I have Bufinefs with 

you, more acceptable to fuch Spirits, as I take 

yours to t>e : In a Word, I have a Favour to 

f lequef^ of no imall Coofequence. 

!You 
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• You muft know then, Mr* Tree^Thinkety 
I am a ycmng Clergyman, Ordained the 
very Laft EnAerWeek. I am deeply feiif!- 
ble of the Weight of my Olic« ; and would 
£un difcharge my Duty, in my Function, as 
compleatly, as my poor Abilities will al« 
low me to execute it. But ; what I more 
immediately labour to acquire, at prelenf, 
is the >frr i?f Trenching j fuch a Manner, I 
mean, of expreffing my Thoughts; as may 
moft efifedually promote . the Interefts of 
pure Religion, and the Wellfare of my Fel- 
low-Creatures. 

^ In my Endeavours after This Perfedion, 
I fet before me the Examples of all the 
Great Men, who have been efteemed emi- 
nent Preachers ; whofe Stile and Sentiments 
have had the Approbation of the feveral 
Ages, in which they flouriihed; not for- 
getting the living Examples, we now enjoy. 
And, indeed, I think a Student is far from 
wanting very excellent Patterns, amongft 
our EngUJh Divmes : I find it rather an In- 
convenience, that the Variety confounds my 
Choice, and diftrads my Judgment. Were 
there but One Inftance of Excellency, I flat- 
^ ter my felf, that I could tread (tolerably 

'at 
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^at leaft) in the Steps of my Guide: 

* But, while the Models, I ftudy after, ap* 
^ pear fo different, and yet fo beautifid, all 
^ in their Kind ; I am at lofs, which to 
f prefer. 

^ Under this Perplexity, I know no Maa 
^ fo likely to relieve me, as your felf : The 
^ judicious Remarks you have publiihed on 
^all Occafions, which have £dlen in your 
^ Way, fatisfy me, you are able j and, your 
^ noted Humanity will not let me fufped 
^ you of Backwardnefs to aflifl any one, in his. 
^ laudable Purfuits. Do then. Good Mr. Free- 

* Thinker^ in fome of your kind Ledures be 
^ pleafed to touch upon this needful Qualifi- 
^ cation, at your Leifure. So ihall you tri- 

* umph in the Glory of conducing) even, 
c Guides themfelves ; a Glory, not attained 
« to by any of your Predeceflburs : You will, 
^ likewife, enjoy the comprehenfive Pleafure 
^ of obliging all Mankind, at the fame Time 
I that you oblige your Admirer^ 



ACADEMXCUS* 



SIR, Feb. 7. 17 1 8. 

• 

THERE is nothing I covet more, than 
the Approbation of Gentlemen of your 
l>rofeflion ; becaufe, nothing can more contri- 
bute towards Reforming the grofs Prejudices^ 
and the diflblute Manners, of the People, than 
the Clergy's refolving to Think Freeljy and to 
preach up the diiinterefted Love of Truth to 
their Hearers* 

You have very generoufly (though too ear- 
ly) prelTed me to enter upon a Task, which 
iks, from the Beginning, lain dormant in my 
Scheme of Future Ledhires; and which, I 
hope, in a proper Time, I may be able to 
acquit my felf of, to the Satisfeftion of thofe 
Honeft and Ingenious Students, who are defi* 
rous to make a Right Ufe of the Eloquence 
of the Pulpit. In the mean Time, that I may 
not leave you wholly unrefolved in your pre- 
fent Difficulties ; I ihall give you a general 
Obfervation or Two upon Stile and Sentiments ; 
both which you are .pleafed to mention in 
your Letter. 

Upon fecond Thoughts, you will not ima- 
gine the Variety of good Writers any Difad- 
vantage to you, while you are Studying to 

form 
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form a Stile to your felf. No fingle Mailer 
can teach the whole Compals of the Art he 
profeiles : Neither is any growing Genius to 
confine his Ingenuity to one Pattern of Imi- 
tation. No Aittfaour is compleat in all the 
Graces and Perfedions of Cc»npofiCtoa j fo as 
to (umifli you with juft and ample Models of 
pidion and Invention, fuitable to the various 
Sul^e&s, you may have Occafion to handle. 
One (for Inftance) is the Didadick, and Ex' 
planative. Language { Another, is the Perfwa- 
five : And, even every Paifion has its peculiar 
Utterance. One Preacher may be Eminent 
for his great Propriety and Purity j Another, 
for his juft and bold Metaphors ; This, for a 
concife, That, for a flowing Stile j One, for 
die Exadnefs of Method, and Arid Reafon* 
ing ; and Another, for the Copioufnefs of bis 
Invention. Therefore, you are to transplant 
into your own Imagination the feveral Excri* 
lencies of the Great Men, you have particu- 
larized ; and whofe Names and Charaders I 
omit, only for want of Leiiure to be able to 
judge impartially of them. Thus, the judi- 
cious Traveller accompliflies himfelf (beyond 
a Perfon, who is entirely Home-bred ) in 
GracefuUneTs of Behaviour, and Politenefs of 

Manners, 
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^4annerS) as well as in many Rules of Ptu- 
dcnce and Politicks, by the <%fervations^ he^ 
has an Opportunity to make in tfaefeveral 
great Cities and Courts, he vifits. 

The fame General Remarks will hold 
equally True with Regard to Sentiments. 
One may excell in the Sublimity of his 
Thoughts i Another, in familiar and happy II* 
luftrations of Notions, not clearly apprehen- 
ded by the Vulgar: A Third may be Nice 
in diftinguilhing and circumfcribing Vertues 
and Vices ; and a Fourth, in Anatomizing the 
PaiSons of the Soul. But the principal Care 
of a young Clergyman (who would not per- 
vert Mankind by Preaching) ihould be, to 
fiore his Mind with manly and pradical No- 
tions of the Great Troths in Religion and 
Morality ; to convince Himlelf fo thoroughly 
of them, as not to be afraid to inculcate 
them, notwithftamding the Comiption of the 
Age ; or, at leaft^ to be fo far confirmed in his 
Integrity, as not folfcmniy to deliver, from the 
Pulpit» Popular Errours, for Sacred Troths* 
This (though the moft material) is a Perfec- 
tion not hard to be acquired : And I wiih it 
could be faid, the Praife of it is too Common 
to make it a Diflinguiihing Charaden 

lUiaU 
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I fliall be very proud of your future Cor- 
Tefpondence ; and deiire you to believe, 1 am 
very fincerely,- 

SIR, 

Tour mji Faitbful and 
mojl UumUe Seriimt, 

The Frie-Thihxeh. 
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— — Nil dukm eft bene quam munita tenere 
Edita Doiirina fapientum Tetnpla ferenay 
Vefpicere unde queas alios^ fajfitnque n)idere 
Error e^ atque Viam palantes quarere Viu. 

LUCRET* 




H E following Part of the Hiftory 
of * Aftolfo may, not improperly, 
be ftiled, an Account of his Tra- 
vels through the numerous Ran- 
Pillars^ peopled with Genies i who 
feemed a little Fairy-World^ as they were di- 
ftributed into various Climates, and diftin- 
guifiied by the different Mien and Habit of 
the Nations affigned to their Care. The Plea- 
fure of pafling through thefe mazy Walks^ 
and furveying, as it were, the Habitable Earth 
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contraded within fo narrow a Compafs, would 
have proved a fruitlefs Toil to the wandering 
Lover, had he not been inftruded by his 
Faity Guide in the Geography^ of the Build- 
ing, and alfifted by her in his Search after 
thofe Sympathetick Scales, which fwayed the 
Heart of his Lifarday and turned the Fortune 
of his Love* 

Having now left the Grotto, and pafled the 
Plain that lay before them ,• the Knight-Errant 
and the Enchantrefs entred the marble Grove 
of Pillars, on the Eafi-fide : Where they found 
themfelves furrounded with a Swarm of Gro- 
tefque GenieSy of a fweet Afpeft, and a gen- ' 
tie, ceremonious Behaviour. They appeared 
extreamly civilized, and fijU of Curio^ty to 
fee and entertain Strangers ; though they re- 
fufed any Correfpondence with the neigh* 
bouring GenieSy whom they were jealous of 
admitting within the Columns that bounded 
their Territories. Thefe fubtile Genies ihewed 
great Application and Dexterity in the Ma- 
nagement of their Scales, though they were 
very ill furnifhed with Weights j thofe, their 
Countt^ey afforded, being of a rude antique 
Mold, and ipurious Alloy, and ftamped with 
fuch a prodigious Variety of obfcure Chai:ac- 
ters, as coft them infinite Time and Pains to 

decypher. 
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decyphen This made them paflionately fond 
of the new Weights, which had been lately 
introduced amongft them by a certain fraudu- 
lent Race of Qeniis^ from a remote Qparter 
of the Building. 

Aflolfo much pityed thefe Good-natured 
ies^ who wanted thofe neceiTary Inftru- 
ments of Knowledge^ which others, who were 
more plentifully ftored with them, often de(i 
pifed. But he was informed, that large Ma- 
gazines of proper Weights were prepared, to 
fiipply every Part of this magnificent Temple, 
yrhen the deftined Period jbould be accom- 
pliihed. 

From thefe Realms of native Wit, and In-^ 
genuity, the beauteous Sybil conduced her 
Charge through a large Plantation of Co* 
lumns, allotted to a Race of Inhabitants very^ 
different from the Former. The Gmies here 
were foft and effeminate in their Manners, 
but, of a fierce and favage Difpofition. They 
wore Turbants on their Heads, and their Ha- 
bits were rich and majeftick. There were, 
amongft them, a great Number of Nymph-like 
Geniesy tripping up and down in gay, wanton 
Drelfes 5 Crowds of whom were frequently 
feen contending for the Dominion of the fame 
Ballance^and pulling it (each of them) different 

§ 1 .Ways, 
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Ways, with great Eageraefs and Violence. 
The Ufe of Weights was unknown, through- 
out this Barbarous Region : But, the want of 
them was amply fupplyed by little brazen 
Scymeters, laid in the Ballances i which kept 
them more fleadily poized. 
. This mighty Monarchy, which confided of 
accumulated JBmpires, and had (pread it felf 
over almoft half the wide-extended Colon- 
nade, afforded little Variety to our Traveller j 
who pafled on, regardlefs : .When, on a fud- 
dain, his Ear was allured by a ibft Harmony, 
refbunding from a beautiful Range of Pillars, 
flained with the richeft Veins of Marble, an(f 
adorned with the mof): finiflied Sculpture. 
The Roof was fretted with Gold ^ the Pave- 
ment inlaid with Jafper, and wrought in cu- 
rious Figures by the Skill of the Genies j who 
had forfaken the Task afligned them, and 
were more elegantly amufing themfelves with 
a thoufand idle Arts and Inventions. Some 
employed the Pencil, or the Chizel; others 
touched the Lute, or fung to Variety of In- 
ftruments. The neglefted Scales hung emp- 
ty \ and the Heaps of Weights were fwept 
away from the ihining Floor, as ufelefs Lum- 
ber* 

The 
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The Elder of the two Genie fy who waited 
on the Ruler of this delicious Place, was fu- 
pinely laid on a Bed of Poppies ; on which he 
had flept above a thoufand Years. The ftric- 
teft Orders were given, that None Ihould 
difturb his Repofe : And the mod povv- 
ful Enchantments were perpetually renew- 
ed, to confirm his Slumbers. In the mean 
while, his wicked Fellow Genie afTunied an 
Imaginary Empire; and tyrannized, with a 
Tripple Crown on his Head. 

The pious Aftolfo kiffed the Feet of this 
Purple Emperour, and received his Blefllng : 
.This ancient Rite performed, he purfued his 
Journey through the neighbouring Columns, 
with frefli Hopes of Succefs. The Genies 
There boafted themfelves to be more Polite 
and Elegiint, than any other Tribe of the 
whole Fairy Univerfe. And, perhaps, their 
Claim might not have been utterly difallow- 
ed, had not the Vanity of it been expofed by 
the fpiteful Miimickry of the Evil Genies 
among them ; wljo affcdled the Airs, and Gef- 
tures of Ape^, and ridiculed the fprightly Gra- 
ces of their Companions, by their Imitation. 

The Scales, indeed, were nicely framed ^ and 
polilhed, fo as tqitprn this Way,*or that, by 
the Impulfe of the lighteft Atome : But, they 

S3 were 
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were, for the moft Part, of a flight Mike, 
and too ihallow to contain any Thing of Bulk 
or Solidity. Plumes of Feathers, Lovers 
Vows, the Smiles of a Coquette, the Glory 
of a Cohquerour, the Truth of Romances, or 
the Schemes of Modern Orthodoxy, were 
hourly weighed in them, with a fcrupulous 
Exadnefs. Aflo^o^ obferving the Bal lance of 
a late Glorious Monarch, to be loaded with 
feveral exquifite Curiofities of this Kind, 
would have taken the Liberty to play fome 
more fubftantial Weights againft them : But, 
he was oppofed in his Defign by the Guar^ 
dian GenieSy who watch over the Fate of 
Kingdoms, and are very folicitous to hinder 
the Scales of Princes from being overbur- 
thened. 

The impatient Lover, a length, drew to- 
wards the End of his Travels ; and, was plea- 
fed to find himfelf encompafled with a Circle 
of Gallant Elfim^ (hutting up and down in 
fliort Cloaks and Golila^fy who flocked about 
him with Admiration, and faluted him in his 
native Language. The ^anijh Writer parfes 
a great Compliment on this Quarter of the 
Temple; which he feigns to be inhabited 
only by Good Genies : But, his Defcription of 
them fliews, ' that he efteemed them Good 

• - only 
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only in Mafquerade. The EdU Genies had, it 
feems, exchanged Habits by Force with their 
Brethren of the vertuous Fadion, whom they 
drefled up like Furies. Under this Difguife 
thefe AngelGenies were looked upon with 
Horrour, and confined to gloomy Cells, and 
infernal Darknefs. 

There ftood a little Group of Pillars, in 
the Northern Comer of the Colonnade, too re- 
markable to be palTed over in Silence. You 
might there have feen whole Rows of Ballan- 
cts fattened together, with fmall filken Cords, 
fo as to move uniformly, as it were by Con* 
fent. Thefe flender Chains ferved to fupply 
the Deficiency of Weights ^ a great Number 
of empty Scales depending on the Weight in 
fome fingle Scale, by which they were joynt- 
ly fwayed. Thefe Affemblages of Scales,' 
thus clofely combined together, formed, in 
pflfea, feparate Clans j the Leading Genies of 
which were diftinguifhed by the Title of 
Weight-Bearers. In each of thefe Clans, the 
Genies paid a blind Homage to the Manager 
of the loaded S(:ale, to which their own 
Scales were linked ; nor could they free them- 
felves from his Tyranny, but by cutting afun- 
der thofe filken Snares. The Leaders, jea- 
lous of their Power, took all imaginable Pre- 

S 4. cautions 



z8o The Free.Thinker. N^94 

cautions to prevent this Mifchief : But, in 
fpite of all their Care, fome Rebel G^wV, fe- 
duced by the Love of Liberty, from Time 
to Time, unfettered the Clufters of Ballances, 
and gave them to fwing at large. Upon every 
fuccefsful Attempt of this Kind, the clatter- 
ing of the Scales, and the Contention of the 
Geniesy filled this Region of Pillars with inex- 
preffible Tumult. 

There was, moreover, in this odd Comer 
of the Temple, a peculiar Kind of Weights, 
which alternately transferred their Vertue 
from one Scale to the other, with a recipro- 
cal Motion, refembling the Vibration of a 
Pendulum. This occafioned feveral periodical 
Revolutions in the mutable Countrey influ- 
enced by them ^ and produced a ftrange Ine- 
quality of Temper among the Inhabitants. It 
is particularly obfervable, that if a learned 
Writer happened to be governed by thefe 
ihifting Weights, every Page of his would be 
checquered with Inconfiftencies and Contra- 
dictions : And the fuddain Return of the Bal- 
lance would, fometimes, nick a Sentence fo 
unluckily, that the latter End of it treache- 
ybufly undermined the Beginning. 
"It is (methinks) great Pity, that this unfet- 
tled Region was left unvifit^d by Afidlfo j who 
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migbt have made fuch ufefiil Difcoveries (had 
the Courfe of his Adventures led him that 
Way) as will now remain for ever concealed^ 
I fliould be tempted to fupply this DefeA in 
my Authour, by a little innocent Fi^ion; 
was I not appreheniive, I m^ht be apt to 
turn the Obfervations of this Stranger, too 
much to the Honour of this Fickle People, 
which is (I confefs) very dear to Me. 
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N" 9?. Mmd<rf, Feb. 1(5. 1718. 

VMa mem, malm animus. 

Tereht. 

)S H E following Letter came loaded 
S with a Bullet j which, upon break- 
H ing open the Seal, ^11 into my 
i Hand, to my no finall Surprize. 

S / R, ?««. 17. 1718. 

' 'np H E "kalf-flieets, you oblige us with, 
' X being evidently calculated for the 
' Publick Good j I take the Liberty to requeft 
' your fpeedy Animadveriions on a Method of 
* Breaking "Windows , now very much in 
' Vogue i the PraOice, not of a Rafcally Mob, 
' but of Men of Equipage and Figure ; not 
' only out of Hackney, but fometimes out of 
< their own. Coaches and Chariots. 

!From 
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' From this Fa&tonable Amufement, I an4 
feveral of my Neighbours have fuftained 
Great Damages, for Three Nights fucceflive- 
ly. A poor Barber, who ihaves for Two- 
pence, had above Fifty Shillings Worth of 
Crown-Glafs demoliflied : A Seamftrefs has 
been ferenaded much to the feme Tune, be- 
fides being fadly wounded by the fplintered 
Glafs : And a Cb'tM-Sbopy in the Strandt has 
fuifered to the Value of feveral Pounds Sier- 

* It would be endlefs to enumerate the par- 
ticular Mifchiefs, the Frights, the Mifcama- 
ges, dye. occafioned by thefe Town-Goblins j 
efpecially, fince they have found out a chea- 
per, and more eflfe^al. Sort of Small-Shot, 
of which I endofe a Sample to you : From 
their former Extravagance in Half-pence, 
they are come to the Thrift of Lead-Bul- 
lets j ufing the Metal of t|ieir Brains, in- 
ftead of That of their Countenances. By 
this Improvement, They boaft, that with 
Five Penny-worth of Ammunition, and 
Five Shillings in Coach-Hire, they can de- 
ftroy Fifty Pounds-worth of Brittle- Ware. 
One would iniagine, they were retained by 
the Company of Glafiers^ did not their Rank 
feem above little Neceflities, while their 

* Praftices 
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' Prafticcs level them with the meaneft of the 

* People. 

' The Good-natured Free-Thinker cannot 
^ but ccnfure fuch unprovoked Outrages : 

* And, ihould the Publifhing of this Letter 
^ (afllfted by your Refle&ions) make thefe 
^ Handy-Craft Wits aihamed of their mali- 
^ cious Folly, you will juftly merit a Hearty 
\ Addrefs of Thanks from all the Safh-Win- 
^ dow Shop-keepers in London and IVeftmin^ 
f fiery and particularly oblige. 

Generous S I Rj 

your conflant Reader ^ 
great Admirer^ and 

mofi humble Servant^ 

T. C 

5 P. S. WheA a Coach has been flopped, 
^ and the Perfons therein accufed of the Fa& ; 

* they have evaded the Charge, and attoned 
^ for their Guilt, by VoUie? of Oaths, and 
^ violent Threats. 

THE 
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THE fprightly Gentlemen, who fignalize 
Themfelves in thefe unmanly Atchievements, 
fliould confider, that a poor, induftrious Shop- 
keeper may, by their Frolicks, be at as great 
an Expence in a Week to repair his Saflies, as 
would maintain his Family for a Month. 
From this obvious Confideration, I would fain 
carry their Refledlion a little farther, and 
have them know, that the Delight they take 
in aggrieving their Inferiours out of meer 
Wantonnefs, fliews fo great a Degeneracy in 
their Nature, fuch a genuine Ill-will towards 
Mankind, as renders them even more con- 
temptible than petty Criminals, who lie un- 
der a Temptation to Wickednefs from their 
Wants. If there be any Seeds of Humanity 
in the Hearts of thefe Infipid Wags, this fliort 
Admonition may contribute to make them 
Wifer^ if otherwife, it would be Labour loft, 
even to bray them in a Mortar. 

I SHALL, now, anfwer the Expediations of 
one of my Female Pupils, wbofe Defires will 
not bear Delays ^ and, to whom the Lofs of 
Time might prove an irreparable Injury. 



Dear 
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Dear Free-Thinker, London^ Feb. 2 • 1 7 1 8* 

TH E Perfon, who made his Addrcffes 
to mc, proving Faithlefs and Unfin- 
cere; I am reduced to fend this publick 
Advertifement to you. I have Fifteen Hun- 
dred Pounds to my Fortune : My Perfon is 
not Diiagreable j and I can pronounce thofe 
Irrevocable Words, For Better^ for Worfe^ to 
any Man, I like j having no Body to ccmtroul 
me. 

^ Therefore, I give fiiir Warning to all Bat- 
chelours (for a Widower is my Averfion) 
That if I could meet with a young Man 
about Twenty-Four, of Orthodox Principles, 
and a reputable Charader ; One, who has 
been well educated, and can give undenia-- 
ble Proofs of his unfuUy'd Vertue and So* 
briety ; One, who is Indufbious, Good-hu- 
moured, Facetious and Agreable ; on fuch a 
Man, I ihould think my Self, and my For* 
tune, happily befiowed. 

* When your Batcbelour Readers perufe 
This, if they are fenfible they merit the 
above-mentioned Charader, let them fend 
their Names and Places of Abode to you j 
and, upon the firft Intimation in your Paper, 

1 1 pur- 
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* I purpofc to make Choice of that Candidate 
^ for a Husband, whofe Vertues come neareft 
f to my Wiflies. I am fincerely, SIR, 

Tour conftant Monday 
and Friday Reader^ 

Miranda. 

^ P.S. I once more bar all Widowers j and 
f every. Batchelour, turned of Twenty-Six. 

I HEARTILY wifli Miranda good Succefs : 
But, I am afraid, ihe is fomewhat too fcru* 
pulous, if not a little chimerical in her 
Choice* She feems to require a Young, Dif- 
creet. Facetious, Induftrious, Orthodox, Mai- 
den, Husband ; a Rarity, in all Appearance, 
not to be met with, throughout this Populous 
City- 

I would tiierefore, in the firft Place, advife 
my Fair Reader, to make a larger Allowance 
in Years ,• and not to rejed a Candidate of 
Thirty, who has not lived too Haftily. It is 
likewife my Opinion, ihe ihould infift more 
upon the Perfon's Good Senfe, and left upon 
his Wit: Facetious Men are, for the nioft 

Part, 
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Part, not greatly addided to Induftry ; neither 
are the Induftrious^ ufually, much given to 
Jbkeing. 

I am very much at a Lofs, how to iignify, to 
the Candidates^ the precife Meaning of my 
kind Correfpondent, as to Orthodox Princi- 
ples : I wiih flie had particularized the Arti- 
cles, fhe would have them fubfcribe, before 
they enter into Matrimony. I will fuppofe 
for the prefent, that Miranda means no more^ 
than that her Husband fliould think, in all 
Points, as Ihe thinks ,* and whether. That be a 
reafonable Condition, I muft leave to her De- 
termination: Only, I beg leave to add one 
faving Claufe for my Batchelour Readers in 
General ,• That the being Well-affe^ed to the 
Proteftant Succellion may not be accounted 
Herefy. 

As to the Implication concerning Male* 
Virginity, It is not only of a very delicate 
Nature 3 but a moft finguiar Merit, in the pre- 
fent Age : But, as the Naturalifij have not 
yet been able to afcertain the Proofs of it ; I 
advife the Lady (that flie may not for ever 
live a Maid) to take this Vertue upon Trull. 

Fridajy 
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N''9(J. Friday, Fei. ZO. iJiS. 

Be fimftrorfm. Hie dixtrnrfum Mt, leim 
utriqiu 

Error J fed varili inbidit fanibui. ~ — 

Ho»; 



! O Compleat my Diiijuifitions into 

I the Nature * of Supcrflitm, and 

I Enthufiafin, I fluU clofe my Re 

I fleaions, with a Parallel between 

thefe Two giofs Impofitions upon Mankind, 

commonly miftakcn for Religion. This will 

give me an Opportunity of Contrafting them 

in their feveial remarli^ble Appearances; by 

which Means, my Readers will have a more 

diftina View of thefe fatal Delufionsj and be 

able to difcern, wherein they Difler, and 

wherein they Agree. 



Vol. n. T Super- 
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Superftition difcovers the furprifing Folly, 
Enchufiafin the incredible Madni^fs, w^icb the 
Mind of Man is capable of: And, in this 
Light, the Former feems to be of the bafer 
Original : For, Superftition pr^fuppoies z, 
Meannefs of Spirit, and a natural Dek& in the 
Underftanding ; whereas, Enthufiafm proceeds 
chiefly from a Pride of Heart, and an Excefs 
of Imagination. The One debafes the Soul 
below, the Other exalts it above, H^fon. 
The Enthufiaftick Perfon is intrepid in his Ex- 
travagancies ; the Superftitious trembles un- 
der Abfurdkies : The Latter fubniits to Any 
Thing impofed with a folema Alpe&j the 
Former difdains Every Thing, which Iprings 
not from Himfelf: The One is AbqeA; the 
Other Arrogant : The One a meer Slave in 
his Temper, the Captive of imaginary Ter- 
rours; the Other either a compleat Tyrant, 
or Superiour to all Men in his own Con- 
ceit. 

As to the juft Notions, which we ought to 
entertain of the Supreme Being ; Superftition 
and Enthufiafm equally corrupt tliem : They 
Both reprefent him a Cruel, Fantaftical, Ar- 
bitrary Mafter; and, make his Government 
of the World to be conduded, not by the 
Rules of Reafon, but by the uncertain Deter- 
minations 
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minations of his meer pofitive WilL Thus, 
Religion is overthrown, where Either of the 
Evils prevails : Since the Ideas of the Divine 
Jufiice, Wifdom, and Goodnefs, are loft in 
that fingle One of his Sovereignty. In this 
only, they diflfer j that Superftition leads Men 
to believe thenifelves the Obje&s, while En- 
thuiiafm carries them to efteem Themfelves 
the Inftruments, of his Partiality or his Ven« 
geance. 

Superftition and Enthufiafm, likewife, equal-- 
ly darken the Underftaoding ^ though not 
^er the fame Manner : The One extinguiihes 
the Light of Reafoji ; the Other dazles the 
Mind with a falfe Glare : The Firft produces 
I^orance, through a Dread of Knowledge ; 
the Latter, through a Difdain of all Informa- 
tion. Superftition wears out the Impreflions * 
of Coinmon Senfe, by Degrees ; Enthu/iafm 
effaces them, at once : But then, the Mind 
may more ea/ily recover its Apprebeniion after 
the hafty Stroke of the One, than after the 
long Stupefadion of the Other. 

The Operations of Enthufiafm are fuddain 
and violent i but, for the moft Part, of a 
ihort Duration : The Workings of Superfti- 
tion are infinuating and flow ; but, generally, 
Lafiing. Enthuftafm breaks through every 

T 2 Guard, 
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Guard, and rufhes in upon the Mind : Super- 
ftition gains imperceptibly upon the Soul, 
like a fubtil Poifon. It may likewife be 
obferved, that Superftition fpreads it felf 
through the Multitude ; and that Enthufiafm 
only intoxicates a Few ,• as Folly is more Ge- 
neral than Madnefs : But, to thofe Few, En- 
thufiafm gives fuch irrefiftible Power, as en- 
ables them to Influence, and often even to 
Triumph over, the Many. Hence it comes, 
that Enthufiafm frequently fets up a New Re- 
ligion; and Superftition always corrupts an 
Old One. 

The Conquefts of Enthufiafm are (ecured 
by Superftition : And the Cruelties, neceflary 
to fupport the Impofitions of Superftition, arc 
chiefly owing to Enthufiafm. It is the Leaven 
of Enthufiafm (under the fpecious Appear- 
ance of Zeal) which ftirs up the Vulgar to 
perfecute the Heterodox Adherers, whether to 
Truth or Errour : So that, Superftition over- 
awes all the common Sentiments of Huma- 
nity and Benevolence ; while Enthufiafm 
works up the Mind to Fiercenefs, and to 
every Barbarity, which is moft contrary to 
the Natural Affeftions of Men. 

Enthufi- 
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Enthufiafm is in full Vigour, at its Birth ; 
Superftidon thrives gradually : The Beginning 
of the One, and the Progrefs of the Other, is 
Fatal. When the firft Effi)rts of Enthufiafm 
are over, and the Storm has fpent its Rage, 
it generally fettles into a calm, uniform Su- 
perdition. Hence, moft Superftitions, that 
have been Eftablilked in the World, are only 
the Dregs of fome preceding Enthufiafm^ 
Superftition, therefore, is to be confidered as 
the more (lubborn and permanent Evil ; En- 
thufiafiii as the more fpeedy Deftrudion to So- 
ciety ; like a certain Diftra&ion, which begins 
with great Furioufnefs, and at laft fubfides in- 
to a Kind of Mad^Folly^ more difficult to be 
removed. 

But, as Superftition is more univerfally Epi- 
demical, diffafing it felf through all Coun- 
tries, and prevailing in every Age ; while En- 
thufiafm is the Growth of few Places, and 
Ihoots up only in fome particular Times ; Su- 
perftition feems to be the Evil moft to be 
guarded againft; as That, to which Human 
Nature is moft liable. Superftition is a Kind 
of National Difeafe to all Mankind, as the 
Leprofy was to the Jew; ^ which, therefore, 
every Countrey has Reafbn to fear may 
cleave to it, one Time or other : And, Enthu- 

T 3 fiafni 
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fiafm may be compared to a Foreign Plagge, 
that ink£ts a Countrey at unawares ; and, 
though the Ravage it creates be greater for 
the Time, than the gradual Ruin of the 
Other; yet, being unexpeded. Men are not 
fo apt to be upon their Guard, nor fo ready 
to find out the proper Methods of avoid- 
ing it. 

This leads me to finilh the Contraft of 
thefe Two Enormities, by examim'ng which 
of them is eaiieft to be cured. 

It is much more pradicable, to bring the 
Mind down from too exalted a Condition, 
than to raife it from a depreifed Stupidity. 
The Intelleduals of the Enthufiafl are more 
properly over-powered for the prefent, than 
deftroyed, by his heated Imagination ; fo that, 
he may at laft (when the Hurry of his Delu- 
fton is over) bring himfelf to attend to the 
Calls of Reafon r Whereas, Superftition (b 
deadens the Underftanding, and benumns the 
Faculties , that they become ufelcfs , and 
grow more Lethargick, the longer they are 
oppreffed. It is eafier to retrench what is 
Superfluous, than to fupply what is Deficient, 
in the Powers of the Mind ; And, though the 
Enthufiaft be full of Himfelf,- yet, through that 
very Vice he may come to Know Himfelf, by 

often 
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often refleding on Himfelf, though it be in a 
wrong Method. . The Superftitious Man, on 
the contrary^ diftnifis and undervalues his Rea- 
ibn fb much, that he dares not venture to 
make the leaft Ufe of it : He always relies 
upcm the Opinions of Others ; and is fo very 
diffident of Himfelf, that his Fears and Appre- 
henfions will not permit him either to Know 
Himfelf^ or to come to the Knowledge of 
any Thing, from his own Reflexion. The 
Cure of the Superftitiotts begins, with railing 
their Thoughts in Regard to their own Abi- 
lities and Privileges : The Cure of Enthu- 
iiafts, with bringing them down to fome Suf- 
picion of their fancied Worth. Let the One 
leam to confider, that he is at leaft a Man ; 
and the Other tb refleft, that he is, at moft, 
but a Man. 

Upon the Whole ; it cannot be well detet*^ 
mined, which of thefe Two Vices (grown to 
their Height) is moft Flagitious and Deftruc- 
tive, in Society : But, when they Both happen 
to unite their Forces, they accomplifli every 
Evil, that can afiedk Human Life ; as they add 
all the Cruelties, that can be practiced, to all 
the Abfurdities, that can be imagined. 

T 4 inondajy 
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Cmmififfe covet quod mox mutare Idoret, 



HoR( 



To the Aittbour of the FuEE-THiNKERf 



SIR, 



Jan. 22. 1718, 




€ 
C 

C 
€ 
C 
C 
< 



ERE I in an til State of Health, 
^ I ihould apply my felf to an able 
^ Phyfician ; and, as my Mind is 
^ under fome Diiqrder, I addrefs 
my felf to you for Advice, without Cere- 
mony ,- not doubting of your Pi^eA^^i^^) ^4. 
your Pity. 

^ |! am a young Fellow, newly entered up- 
on the Stage of Bufinefs ; and have Nothing 
to Recommend me to the World, but a 
common Share of Underftanding, improved 
with a little Learning. I know not whe- 
ther it be my Happinefs, pr my Misfortune, 

!tQ 
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^ to have all the Modefty imaginable, without 
^ being Sheepifli : But I hope, an obliging, ho- 
^ neft Difpofition towar<& all Men, can be no 
^ Prejudice to me. I think I may boaft of 
^ Good-Nature and Integrity, in the moft ex- 
^ tenfive Senfe ; (ince, after a ftrid Examina- 
^ don of my Heart, I am hot confcious of 
^ being in the leaft inclinable to injure my 
*. Neighbour j or, to deal treacheroufly by my 

* Friend. I am not of a Temper to write In- 
^ juries in Marble, and Benefits in the Duft. It 
^ is no fmall Pain to me, that I cannot acquit 

* my felf of the Obligations, I lye under to 
^ thofe few Perfons, who have conferred Be- 

* nefits upon me : Which proceeds from a 

* Principle of Gratitude, and not from any 

* Pride of Heart ; unlefs the Defire of defer- 
^ ving a Favour, before I receive it, may be 

* called Pride. 

< Bleft with thcfe artlefs Qpalifications, but 
^ fumifhcd with little acquired Merit, and lefs 
< Wealth J it has been my good Fortune to 

* become acquainted with a Lady, inferiour 
^ to None of her Sex in Vertue and fine Senfe. 

* I have received fomc Marks of her Efteem : 
^ So that, by Degrees I b^an, through my 
' AffeAion and my Ambition, to look upon 
I her, not as an Acquaintance only ; but, as a 

f moft 
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^ moft amiable Friend. By an hundred offi- 
^ dous Services^ I have at length, cultivated 
^a pure and perfeA Friendihip between us » 
^ which) on my Part^ is 

^ So flrongy fo fure^ 
I As nehhn Ttme can change^ tur Art can cure. 

^ But, as my Paffion is not of a Selfiih Na- 
ture, and propofes no other End but a lad- 
ing, mutual Happinefs, with a kind, faithful 
Companion for Life; I am refolved, while 
I am in a Condition not above the Con- 
tempt of the Wealthy, to continue imgly 
miferable ; rather than feel the double Afflic- 
tion of bringing Poverty, or Difgrace, or any 
Sorrow, to difturb the Peace of her Bofbm, 
whofe Repofe is to me dearer riian Life. 

^ Should I fway her Judgment to my 
Wiihes, her own Fortune is not fufiicient, 
with my narrow Circumilances, to acquit 
me of Imprudence ; and, as the Succefs of 
a young Man is very uncertain, ihe would 
have Reafon to upbraid my Rafimefs, and to 
think meanly of my Regard for her. What^ 
I therefore, ihall I do ? 



But 
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' But I fiQ<i) I already repent of my pro- 
dent Refolutions. I am Jealous, and full o£ 
Apprehenfions, that my lovely Acq]aaintance 
may, one Day, lifien to the Addiefles of 
fome rich RivaL I could iutHnit to any 
Thing for her Interefi ; but, I could fooner 
choofe to die, than live without her. Every 
Man has his Favourite Wiih ; without the 
Hop^s of obtaining which, he cannot be 
Happy : This Lady is mine : And, (b long as 
fhe gives me Alfurances of her conftant In* 
clinatioos, I ihall count an Age of Services 
glorioufly employed ; if^ at laft, I am recom^ 
penied with the Poffeffion of a Perfon, 

< Who hat no Fatdtty or I no Taukf coHfpji 
f Who is ail Beauty, or all BUndtiefs L 

* Your Advice to my Self, and my deareft 
* Friend , ihall be thankfully acknowledged 
•by, 

SI R, 

Tour mofi fbtmble Servanty 



0. 
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. MY Patients, who labour under DoubC5> 
Uncertainties, reftlefs Paflions, or any other 
Infirmity of Mind, and more efpecially the 
Love-fick Wretches (who often confult me) 
muft own, I am a very Generous (and, I 
hope, a fuccefsful) Praditioner. I am to be 
fpoken with at all Hours, and prefcribe at 
very reafonable Rates, confidering I make up 
my own Medicines, and that my Packets ne- 
ver exceed the Price of Two-pence. 

I have leifurely confidered the Indifpofition^ 
now before me,- and find it to be a Compli- 
cated Cafe ; in which there are fome Obftrucr 
tions to be removed, and a Feaverifhnefs to 
be a little abated, before the Patient can re- 
cover a healthful Temper of Mind. In the 
mean Time, the natural Conftitution of the 
Gentleman feems to be (bund, and to promife 
a manly, vertuous Conduft, under proper Re- 
gulations. 

Before any Perfons, who have Youth and 
Health to prompt them on, venture to em- 
bark in Matrimony, they Ihould prepare for a 
long, expenfive Voyage, and provide, at leaft, 
againft the Necefficies apparently incident to 
fuch an Undertaking ; which I need not enu- 
merate. A fingle PalTenger, if he fore- 
fees 
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iees a Storm he cannot weather, may make 
to Shore in a Skitf ; when a whole Family may 
be obliged to ride it out, at all Hazards j or, 
may be becalmed, and perifh for Want of 
Provifions. Thefe prudential Confiderations 
are the Obftrudlions mentioned; which may 
be removed, in a reafonable Time, by a don- 
ftant Courfe of Induftry and Frugality, tem- 
pered with fuch an obliging Behaviour as 
may enhanfe my Correfpondent^s Merit, and 
conciliate to him an univerfal Good-will, as 
well as procure him the Favour of his Supe« 
riours. 

As to the Symptoms of Feaveriflmefs , 
which appear in the violent and irregular Pul- 
ks of my Patient^s Heart ; the mod approved 
Julep, I can recommend to him, is to come 
to a fpeedy and plain Declaration with the 
Lady ; and, thereupon, to obtain full Ailuran- 
ces of her Fidelity, and of her Refolution to 
give his honefl Endeavours fair Play, and 
cheerfully to wait the Event. If he cannot 
obtain this Satisfa^ion, and the Fair Ihould 
reckon the Want of Equipage a Want of 
Merit ; let him compofe his Inquietude with 
this Reflexion : That the Virgin, whofe pre- 
vailing Paflions happen to be Vanity and Im- 
patience, 
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patieilce, will probably make but a vexatious 
Wife, in (he moft plentiful Circumftances : 
Neither will a Lady, who looks upOn her 
Lover as her Inferionr, be apt, upon the Ac- 
quilition of a competent Fortune, to conHder 
bim, when a Husband, as an Equal ; and much 
lels will Die t^ard him as her Superionr and 
Ditefibnr. 
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N'>98. Friday, Feb. 27. 1718. 

Pttftoris hedtra aejctnttm ormte foetam 
Arcaikt ; imidia rmifantur m ilia Codn. 

ViRG. 



IT is an inexpreflible Satisfaftion 
to a candid Temper, to be em- 
ployed in revealing the latent 
IVIerit of any Man : And, I am 
forry, that I have not frequent Opportunities 
of indulging my Heart in this Pleafure. This 
makes me lay hold on the firft Occa/ion of 
this Kind, with Impatience; efpecially, (ince 
I hope to pleafe all the Lovers of Poetry, at 
the fame Time that I gratify my felf. From 
this Motive, I take the Liberty to mention 
Ut.Welfted for the Authour of the following 
Posm J a young Gentleman, not yet greatly 
known by his Writings,- though he will not 
long remain without his Share of Reputa- 
tion. 

I mufl 
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I muft acquaint my Readers , that this 
Poem came to my Hands, without a Title 
prefixed to it ; therefore I fluU recommend it 
under the general Name of A Jjove-Tale* 
There appears in it the Luxuriancy of a 
youthful Imagination 5 a Luxuriancy like that^ 
which is (b renurkable in Ovid : And indeed, 
the Ooidian Manner of Writing is manifeft in 
almoft every Line. So that They, who do 
not read That Poet in the Original, will have 
the Satisfa^on of feeing. Here, the Turn of 
Wit, which made him the Delight of Rome : 
And, the Men of Letters will be pleafed to 
fee the Familiar Graces of Ovid revive in 
their own Cobntreyman. 

The Whole Piece being of too great a 
Length to be printed in this Half-Sheet, I am 
obliged to referve the remaining Part^ till 
Monday. 

MONG the Nyfnpk^ who random 
Conquefis boafty 

Lavinia ff reads the carelefs Triumph moji : 
FluJIo'd with immortal Bloomy where^rejhe moves ^ 
All Eyes attend her^ and the Publick Loves. 

Free 
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Free from Concern jhe feemf, while Ooudr admirt, 
Jndf with unconfciaus Beauty ^ wakes Vefire : 
UnrhalFd in the beedlefi Art to pleafe, 
Pain to all Heart f fie giijeiy her own at Eafe, 

The Crowd of Females fiine in gay Brocade fy 
And Half their Charms are loft, in Lights and 

Shades ; 
Hid in the rich Embarrajfments of Art, 
A Nymph is, of her felf, the ftuaUeft Part, 
Lavinia, nor with Diamond Stars is dreft. 
Nor Rubies bleed in Crojlets on her Breaft { 
The Perfian Loom, and gUttering Tijfue, fcom*d^ 
She boafts more envfd Graces, unadom*d : 
No Aidi from Coft,fie needs j for I^ature*s Care^ 
With a free Hand, induced her to be Pair* 

Her ghjjjf Treffei wiar the golden Hue, 
TU Luftre, which in funny Rt^s, we view j 
Her rofy Cheek a genuine Vermeil dies j 
And^ a bright BUiCi the Fluid in hir Eyes t 

you 11. U Behold, 
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Behold her Bofoin ! an expanded White ^ 
Opening at large ; the Profpe^f of Delight f 
Tbefinijb'd Ftgurey nOt retoucb'd by Arty 
Imprints a lafting hnage on the Heart. 

The matchlefs Nyinph^ e\r Nature's genial Fire 
Wanned her unripend Bofom to Defire^ 
By Virgin-Legends to Difdain betrdfdy 
Had "vow^d to live^ and 'vow'd to die^ a "Miiid : 
FrofnMan and Hymens dreaded JUtes Jhe fieWy 
A Rebel to the Joysy Jhe never knew ; 
Refoh'd her Sex's Fortune not to Jhare^ 
Andjhuny alikey the Folly arid theGire. 
Fond of fequeflred Scenes y from Noife remonSdy 
The Jhady Wood and limpid Stream Jhe bv'd : 
Oft' feen a Huntrefsy in the Jhady Wood; 
And aftcHy bathing in the limpid 'Flood. 
NoWy with the Morn y Jhe chafed the flying 

Fawns^ 
Through the green Meadows and the lonely 
Lawns ; 

Now 
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NoWy loft inTbougbty and pleas* d alone to fir a% 
Through flent Shades jhe marks herpathlefs Way : 
Bttt^ while through Nature*s Worh fie joys to 

rove^ 
She never thinks of Nature* s "Parent y Love'^ 

The Scene, that bleft LaviniaV Lelfure, ftnir'd 
With Wllsy and Vales, and Woods, a blooming 

Wilde, 
Shefiun*d the fultry Hay in Jafimin Bovfrsi 
She trod on Carpets of fweet'fmelling flovfrs ; 
Where*refie turns, kxuriant'Landskipsrife, 
And ftillfie breathes in Aromatick Skies : 
Tor, with the "Day fpontaneous Sweets are born^ 
Andfied the flagrant Prefinefs of the Morn, 
Ecchoes and rude Cafiades ate heard around. 
While with foji MunnurSf throt^h th* enchanted 

Ground, 
A windi^ Rivulet fiapes its filver fhw^ 
Andfiews afiining Bed of Sands below i 



3o8 T5&^Free-Thinker. N**98 

Wlde-branchitig Trees are ratted on either Side ; 
The broHchif^ Shadows tremble iniheTide, 



is chafte Recefs, this unfrequented Shade, 
By Day for Nympbsy by Nigjst for Fairies tnade, 
LaviniaV Hours, devoid of Care, employs ; 
/Ind fooths her Soul with fond, romantick Jays* 
Oft\ in the fiher Stream, her felf Jhe views j 
And, often pleased, her Ukenefs aft* renews : 
There, Grace in Drefsfie learnt, in Motiim Eafsi 
And practiced, though fie knew not why, topleafe. 
Now, fame Poetick Tale her Mind relieves ; 
And now Jhe bathes, and now Jhe Garlands 

weaves : 
A thoufand Follies^ to amufe, Jhe tries ; 
A thoufand d^erent Wc(ls, from Love, Jhe flies ; 
But, all her thoufand Follies jruitlefs prove ; 
And all the Arts, Jhe tries, are Snares of hove, 

A youthful Suiter, ( Acoo was his Name) 
Tbott^ hopelefs to approve his faithful Flame, 
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Ijuigmjh'd her Beauties nakid to explore ; 
/ndftill, the more he faw, he languijh'd more. 
Within a fecret Grot, clandeJUtie laid. 
Oft; when Jhe bath' J, be view'i the hem)'«l) 

Maid: 
Hit fierdng Eye ran quick o'er etxrj Part ; 
Aid took in All Lavinia, bitt her Heart. 
As Painters Mafler-worki, he [cans her o'er. 
And dwells on Beauties unotferti'd before j 
Andfpies out Graces^ through her fauhlefs from. 
So cfl/J in Shades, fo nice, they want a Name. 



510 T^f Freb-Thinker. N°99 

N° 99. Monday, March 1. 171.8. 
The Continuation of Mr. Weistjd's Poem. 

F d/I, wboftrove LaviniaV Heart to 

gain, 
Sk beard, with Uaft ReluHanee, 
AcoriV Pain j 
Not fraud to [com, nor kind to eafe his Fate, 
Averfe to love, bat wanting Tomer to hate j 
His growing Vertuei, lavijh to commend. 
She wijh'd thofe Vertues in a Female Friend : 
0fie could give, Jhe gave j atidftrove toJhoWf 
Sie was not AconV, but his 'Paffmis, Foe, 

Once, on a Day (a moji aufpicious Da}! ) 
While in his Grot the longing Lover lay, 

Ste 
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She came (her wonted Hour) to batbe^ undreft. 
'Mifdeeming nought y Jhe loofd her flowing Veft ; 
Her Vefty by wanton Winds^ was wav'd afide ; 
And only fanrid the Liinbs^ /f ufd^to hide. 
The needlefs Coverings now^ apart Jhe threw ; 
And gave hfr fpotlep Form^ entire^ to View : 
A Blaze of Charm^ unveiFd^ the VeJlalJboWf^ 

* 

And Beauties in a bright Affemblage rofe! 
A while^ her watry Picture Jhe furvefdy 
Pkas'd with the fair Creationy which Jhe made ; 
Then^ ftepping in^ defaced the T^ival Shade. 
Confiding, to the Stream^ around her throng 
The liquid Waves ^ and bear the Nymph along : 
Her pliant Limbs the liquid Waves divide ; 
AndJhinCy like polijh^d Marble^ through the Tide ,• 
Ar LillieSy clofed in Chryfialy court the Sight 
With purer Lujire and redoubled White. 

And noWy her fportive Exercife is o^er^ 
Cooly from the Toily Jhe feeks the flow' ry Shore : 

U 4 Stretched 
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StretcVd on the tender Herh, with GrwJUps ffread^ 
Her Ivory Ann [imports her bending Head : 
AndnoWy a gemU Sumber fofilf fway'd 
Her gentler Thot^htt^ and triwaPV^ (fer the 

Maid. 
Half nakedi covered balfy jitfinejhe lay^ 
In Sght of Aeon, and the Face of Day, 
Howjhotdd th* inpatient Touth an (^ed bear 
(piftraSfing Sight ! ) Jo opportunely Fair i 
ToYth from the Grot he Jprings^ refohfd tofroix. 
The lucfjHour; iffuch there be in Love: 
Refolv% howe'er^ his certain Fate to try^ 

- V 

To live beknfdy or by her Scorn to die. 

Her nearer Beauties give him new Sutpfife;, 
Hi? fpiew^ her all at large ^ except her Eyes ; 
Her Eyes a\pne the Power of Seep withdrew. 
He viewed her Lips ,• buty could not only view : 
He gentfyftoop^d ; and fearful of the Blifs, 
Bavijh^d, with cbtMfu^ ^oy, a hafty Kifi* 

The 
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The Virgin fiarted j and back fprmg the Swain, 
WHb Fear half dying j but, bis Fear war vain: 
Tor, *twaf not the kind Kiff, that made berfiart i 
^wai not the Kifi, that trembled from her 
Heart. 

The flighted God of Love, who long addrejf 
His Shafts, in vain, agflififi LaviniaV Breaft, 
Had fent a fannick Vijion to tdam 

m 

Her Soul, faft-fetter*d in the fleefy Cbarm^ 
Before her,ftands the Image of a Kapej 
^Indjhews the Ravijber in AconV Shape: 
The firong Delufion faints th* enamoured Boy, 
Mager to feife, and rujhing to bis Joy, 
Shejhudders en theOitne, and fain tvouldjlyj 
Her Feet feem fajfen^d, and the Eight deny. 
Now, his fierce Grafp Jhe jbruggles to elude i 
Now breathlefs lies, andfeems to Love fubdtfd : 
The Phantom, with fucb Energy deceived, 
Heii Odour vary'd, and her Bojm beav*d. 

And 



» 4.V 
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And broken Sighs, and troubled }Aurptm,s rofe ; 
No dubious Tokens of her fancied Woes, 

'Aeon perceiifd, the Tmuli of her Mind^ 
'And, 'what the Dream fuggejied, halfdirvin^d:: 
What could he do toflrengtben the IHceity 
And to her waking Heart her Fears repeat ? 
Led by his happy Guefs, and from Defpaitf 
Grown cunning to contrhe^ and apt to date j; 
He feems fome Power frejh-rifing from thp fjood. 
And his pure Limbs outjhine the watryGod, 
Panting and frejh from filling Joys, hejhow^ds 
Andy with dijJembCd Heat, bis Features glowed : 
TV Event may happy, or unhappy, prove^ 

• ■ 

Precipitate her Hate^ or [peed his hroe ; 
Then^ boldly let him gi've his Fancy Scofe : 

» * 

He needs not fear, who is deprived of Hope, 

Kow, from the Virgin's Eyes the Swnber fell j 
And Love, avenged, diffohes the droufy S^elL 

Her 
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Her Lover fept^ Jhefokensat the S^t^ 
^fid her pale Cheeks confefs a wild Affrig/jt: 
Shejbuns hisLook^ hpr Eyes in doubtful Tear f ^ 
Her Eyet fee only to confirm her Eiars : 
Her Fojiftrey and her Drefr^ the Place^ the Tou^^ 
Jjffift the Frauds and give it Force like Truths 
Sunk in Confujion, and oppreji with Shatne^ 
She now no longer doubts her injured Fame : 
On Tiage, atfirfi, her ftamickThou^s are bent; 
But foon^ alafs ! her idle Rage is fpenf* 
She pinesy Jhe droapf^ defponding of ReUef; 
And all her FaJJions [often into Grief, 
Speechlefsy a while ^ with downcafi Ij>oks fhe lies^ 
The filent Anguijh flreaming from her Eyes: 
At length her Head th' affliSied Njmph uprearr^ 
And adds thefe moving Accents to her Tears. 

^ If Wrongs are doom'd^ for Crimes uhkmwn 

^ to me; 

« 

I Teti how do I deferve tbofe Wrongs from Thee ? 

tGo, 
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Go, bafe Pretender to a Lover* t Name, 
Falfe to thy Vowsy and Traitow to thy Flam ! 
htbuman Toutby my ravijh*d Fame reftore $ 
But ravijh^d Fame, alaff ! returns no more, 
Te Jieavewy if hmocence can be your Care, 
Why hone you made it fatal to be Fair ? 
Bafi Mii», the Ruin of our Sex, is bom ,• 
The Beauteous are bis Prey, tbeRefibis Scorn: 
Alike unfortunate, our Fate is fucb, 
WefUafe too Little, or we fleafe too Much, 

The Cyprian ^en, vaiho gives in Love 
Succefs, 

And glides the Utcky Seafons of Addrefs, 
Beheld with pitying Eyes LaviniaV Grief; 
And, by a Power Divine, applfd Relief: 
In that bleft Hour, fie tattght her favouritO 
Swain | 

The frightful Vifwn kindly to explain j . 

And gave him ^U to plead a Lover's Pain, J 






The 
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The long perplexed Dekjion Jhft he cleared, 
Jnd freed her Mind from haif the UU Jhe 

fear'di 
Then, fpoke his Vajfum with fuch tender Art, 
The mlting Infpiration tmtcVd her Heart : 
The Teart thai did, before, her Terrour move, . 
Are now become Inducements aU to Love. 

How Aeon, the coy f^mph is whoVy Thine : 
Nor wiU her Fame permit her to Decline 
His Suit, who faw her, with familiar Eyes, 
AJleep, and only cover*d with the Sties. 
The happy Touth obferrfd her guiltlefs Shame, 
Her rifing BUiJhes, and her kindling Flame : 
The fweet Conft^ion of her Face he viewed. 
Her gentle Looks, and foft SoUicitude. 
With welcome Force he met her yielding Charms, 
Andprefs'd the faint Rejijier in his Arms, 



The 
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The lUaiqiiiJi'd Maid fom nfe a ffarUing 

Kofe to «t» Jd}!, and muitperieiic'd Life : 
Bribed mitb the Pkdfiaei of her fdidtUfs Love, 
She qiiiu the limpidSream, andjhad} GroVe; 
On tie mildTafte of Virgin-Blifs rifinet, 
'/bid in the Bright A^odii) Brigbtejl Jhinet. 
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Pax licet inter dum cfly Pacitfiducia nitnquam. 



OViD. 




SHALL now fpeak to the Se- 
cond general Head of my Eighty- 
Firft Lecture j wherein 1 have ob- 
ferved, That a Miniffer of State 
fliould have a more difiinSi Knowledge of the 
Treaties and TranfaSiionr, which have been ne- 
gociated between his Mafters, andfuch States as 
arCy or have been, in Alliance with them j and 
more efpecialh/ Thoje, with whom an Alliance 
has, for Ages, been ejlecmed the perpetual htereft 
flf his own Cbuntrey, 

All Treaties, whatfoever, are ultimately 
reducible to Two Denominations : Either 
they are Treaties of Peace j or, Treaties of Al- 
Uance, A Treaty of Peace is no more, than 
a mutual Promife not to hurt each other j a 

particular 
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particular Stipulation to perform what Na- 
ture both teaches and obliges. Whereas, a 
Treaty of Alliance is a Covenant^ which 
obliges to do, or not to do. Something ; which 
(without fuch an Alliance) Men would not 
think themfelves bound either to do, or to 
avoid. 

In both thefe Inftances, the Difficulty is ; 
That, when Sovereign Powers enter into mu- 
tual Covenants and Alliances, the ftrongeft 
Potentate always enjoys the Fruits of a Peace 
concluded, as well as the particular Benefit^ 
covenanted as the Condition for it : And this, 
without any Apprehenfion of being difturbed 
by his lefs powerful Neighbour; whojmufl 
never expeA to enjoy the fame Security^ by 
Vertue of the fame Treaty : For, notwith- 
(landing the Name and Appearance of Peace, 
it behoves the Weakeft to be as Diffident and 
Circumfpeca, as if no Peace had been con- 
cluded. 

And, if this be the Cafe in pure Treaties of 
Peace, by which the contrading Powers only 
reftrain each other from all ACts of Hoftility 5 
what muft we think of Treaties of Alliance, 
wherein there are frequently Engagements, on 
Both Sides, for Affiftance h^ Men, Arms, or 
Money ? The Uncertainty of obtaining what 

is 
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is Covenanted is, furely, much greater. That 
Minifler, therefore, has but {hull Skill in Po* 
liticks, who trufts much to the bare Treaties 
of the Generality of Princes* 

The whole Advantage of Treaties of Al- 
liance confiding in the Priority of Perfor- 
mance, a dexterous Negociatour will always 
fliift this Condition from his Mailer, and 
endeavour to draw the other Party to per- 
form, firft, what is covenanted for him to do. 
And, when this happen^ in Matters, whereby 
the Party, who Firft Performs, is really weak- 
ened, while the other is ftrengthened; and 
this, only upon the Hopes of fome future Ad- 
vantages, which are to accrue; the Firft Per- 
former is (in all Probability) a Traytour to- 
himfelf : Becaufe, he raihly pays down Reali« 
ties and Subftance, in Exchange for Words, 
Hands, Seals, and Oaths : All which, put toge- 
ther, are often too Light to overbalance the 
Weight of Intereft and Ambition^ fet in the 
6ppo(ite Scale. 

But, to exprfefs tny Thouglits more parti- 
cularly upon this Subject, I ihall obferve; 
That all Treaties and Stipulations (of this lat« 
ter Sort) between fupreme Princes, or States, 
fprittg from one, or more, of the Three fol- 
lowing Motives : Either, from a mutual Di- 

Vou n. X ftruft 
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ftruft of one, or more, formidable Neighbours; 
and a common Defire to be able to de&nd 
Tbemielves : Or, from a Joint-PurpoTe to ob- 
tain the fame Thing, appertaining to a third 
Power, as lijc^wife to enrich Tbemfelves by 
uniting with Another : Or, laftly, from Arro- 
gance, Vain-glory and Ambition. However, 
it imports Little, in Point of Politicks, to in- 
fift upon the Reafons from whence Qjiarrels 
arife with one neighbpurii^ State, and Alli- 
ances with another : The &igle Qpeftion to 
be confidered (in Relation to what they may 
reafbnably apprehend from each other) is, 
whether the Covenanters do equally ftand iq 
fear of, and want equally the Afliftance o^ 
One another; and, whether their refpe^ve 
Interefts are equally concerned m what they 
propofc, either to Obtain, or to Defend. 

To fpeak plainer yet; the whole Secret 
confifts in knowing, Whether. They, who enter 
into a League or Alliance, have a common 
Danger to avoid ; or, a commop Intereft to 
purfue : For, where-ever thefe Ties are wan- 
ting, all Contrads are made only for the Be- 
nefit of the Strongeft, and to the certain Pre- 
judice (if not Ruin) of the Weakeft, Party. 
So that, if any Prince cannot fijgly defend 
Himfelf againft Another, who is much more^ 

Powerful, 
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powerful, without entering into an Alliance 
or Capitulation with him i he will, by fuch 
Alliance, be fooner overthrown j more efpeci- 
ally if, in Confequence of the Alliance, he 
becomes obliged to make War upon a Neigh- 
tour, who is like wife ftronger than Himfelf : 
Since it is much fafer to have many powerful! 
Neighbours, than One. How many Princes 
ind States ate there in Europe^ who owe their 
Safety, entirely, to their being furrounded by 
powerful Neighbours J whofe Jealoufy of each 
other protefts the fmaller Communities from 
becoming a Prey to any One of the Greater ^ 
And fome Princes, at leafl: of an inferiour 
Rank, by being too intimately allied with the 
Late French Monarch, have experienced This 
to be as true a Maxim in Politicks, an in pri- 
vate Life ,• That a Man of a [mall Fortune is 
foon ruined by ajfociating with Companions y much 
Superiour to Himfelf. 

From thefe Reflexions it may be concluded. 
That no wife Minifler, who ferves a Prince of 
any confiderable Power, will advife his Mafler 
(unlefs the Neceffity of Affairs obliges him) 
to enter into Alliances with Princes, or States 
ftronger than Himfelf 5 but will, rather, choofe 
to make Leagues with fuch Powers, as are in- 
feriour in Strength : Becaufe, in this Cafe, he 

X 2 win 
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will generally have it in his Power to cove- 
nant) that the Weaker ihall Firft make Good 
his Part of the Engagement. And befides, in 
all doubtful Points (the moft Powerful of the 
Parties concerned being always the Expofitours 
of all Treaties) where mention is made of 
enjoining Him to perform an Article capable 
of being difputed ,• he will be able to inter- 
pret it to his own Advantage j not to lay, 
that after the Performance on the Other Side, 
he will be at Liberty to ad no otherwife, than 
he Ihall judge convenient. 

Let us, in the laft Place, confider the Pru- 
dence of a Minifter, who ferves a Prince, or 
State, of an inferiour Degree of Power. If 
the KeceflTity of Affairs obliges him to treat 
an Alliance with a Prince of fuperiour Force j 
he will highly injure his Mafier, if he does 
not contrJd, that the flrongcr Party ihall Firft 
execute what he engages to perform. For, if 
the Alliance be grounded upon a Common 
Intereft, the Superiour has little or no Reaicm 
to fear, when he has fulfilled his Engagements, 
that he fliall be deceived by his Weaker Ally. 
And, if the ftrongefl of the Two Contrading 
Powers be unwilling to comply with this 
rcafonablc Condition ; he gives the Weaker a 
juft Sufpicion of his Sincerity j and tacitly 

warns 
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warm him, not to enter into an Alliance, 
which (in all Probability) will turn very much 
to his Prejudice. 

Gratitude is entirely Foreign to Politicks : 
And, States have no Rule of Afiion, but their 
IntereA. It is, I fear, pa& my Skill to recon- 
cile the Integrity of private Life, with the 
Adminiftration of publick Aflairs. Between 
One Independent Power, therefore, and Ano- 
ther, the only way never to be Deceived, is 
nevei to Confide. 
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Lih the famed Grecian WA, is If^omaii 

Thought : 
An Hour uitraiiek, what a T)0 bad temxgir. 
Harisok. 



I H-AVE • latdy given the BnijJ 
3 Nation a Specimen, or Two, of 
i the artfijl Addrefi of a certain ro- 
i manticic Philolbpher, in concealing 
lerious Inftruftion, under the enfnaring pif- 
guile of a Ij/ve-Tate. This, doubtlefs, pro- 
ved a happy Expedient, to infinuate his Phi- 
lofbphy into the Hearts of his Countrey- 
"Womeni which (according to the following 
Syftem of this Gallant Writer) was only to be 
effefled by the Irreliltible Power of Love. 

* N" 88, S4, 

I have 
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I have alTeady picked out die mdft ufefiil 
Notions, that may be gathered from this iiH 
tricate Tale ; which I have unfolded, for the 
Benefit of my Female Pupils : And, to entice 
tiiem yet n^re to the Study of it, I now: 
condeflend to entertain them with the lefs 
Infirafiive Part of the Allegory ; which, I fear, 
will pleafe them moft. 

Th9 artful Concealment, this intrigueing 
Authour was obliged to ufe throughout thefe 
Pbilofapbkal Adventaresy to fecure his dark In- 
timations ffom Ceilfure, made it neceflaly for 
me, in the Twp preceding Papefs, to neg-* 
led the Be^ty of his Stil^ that I might the 
more folly explain his Defign : But, to oblige 
my curious Readers with a Tafte of His Man- 
ner of Writing, I ihall endeavour at a clofe 
Tranflation of the Remainder of the Novel : . 
which, as it concerns only Love Intrigues, 
needed no fuch Veil of Obfcurity, to skreen 
it from thfc wanton Obfervatibn of the Or- 
thodox Fathers. 

This (I hope) may be admitted as my Apo- 
logy, for the feeming Unpolitenefs of the Im- 
putation caft by my Authour (in the follow- 
ing unphilofophical Part of this Novel) on 
that Sex, in whom the Faculties of Realbn 
are more delicate. 

X 4 This 
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This Imputation mighty perhaps^ be very 
juft in the Original ; though it will appear, in 
the Tranilation, very foreign to our Manners^ 
and Sentiments. However the wild Notion^ 
advanced by Don Juan^ might be iiiited to 
the Beauties of the Spanijb Court, who are 
Enemies to Free-thinking ; it is, by no Means, 
applicable to EngUJh Ladies : Since They 
cannot, without manifeft Injuftice, be jufpec-- 
ted cf borrowing their UnderftandingSy from their 
lefi-^compUJhed Lovers. 

This diverting Writer (whofe plcafurable 
Vein of Wit gained him the foft Diminutive 
Appellation of VellaJquiUo^ in the Court of 
Philip the Fourth) having condu^d his J^fiol- 
fo^ through the Nations of Pillars, to his Na- 
tive Countrey j continues Iiis Narration, in this 
£orid and lofty Strain* 

« '\7' E Nymphs oi Andalufia^zxid ye Swains 

* X of Eftrofnadura^ accufe not the Delay 
^ of the Lover, in the Enchanted Labyrinth ; 

* nor tQO (;igproufly cenfure his Negled, in 

* fuflfering himfelf to be fo long diverted by 
^a fuperfluous Search after Wifdom, from 

* the Purfiiit of Pea^ity j which is more indif- 

* penfably neceflTary, in a Cavalier. No fopner 

* is he arrived amongft his Kindred Geniefy 

* than he feels, afrefli^ the fuperiour Force 

'of 



N°I0I Tfe FREE-THINKfiR. JI9 

of Gallantly, peculiar to his Countrey. The 
Crowds of Vulgar Ballances no longer 
merit his Attention ; the idle Sport of alter- 
ing the Opinions of Men no more delights 
him : The fond Hope of fixing Lifarda's Bal- 
lance, alone, tempts his Ambition. A Lov- 
er*s Inftind guides him to the Seat of Gran- 
deur ; the Scene of Magnificence ; the; 
School of Honour ; the Mirrour of noble 
Paifion ; the Court of Beauty ; the Pandiie 
of Love and Conftancy j or (to fum up all 
Earthly Glories) the (lately Range of Co-, 
lumns, that compofe MADRID, 

* Among thefe, he Angles out a beautifij 
Pillar, ort the Bafe of which was Infcribed, 
The Prado. The pc^iihed Ballances, ranged 
about it in bright Order, were conlecrated 
to the lovely JParagons of Perfedion, who 
frequent that happy Place ; and r^ulated the 
refined Paffions and exalted Sentiments of 
this charming Ailembly, by exad and uner- 
ring Motions. 

* The Adventurous Youth would have com- 
mitted great Diforders aniong the 'fluttering 
Machines, which already trembled beneath 
his Grafp, had he not been prevented by the 
Difcretion of the Fairy-Prude; who thus in- 

t terpofed, with a Frown. Let aie firft ac- 

5 quaint 
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quaint you ((aid fke) with the diflkrent 
Laws, by which Female Ballances are go* 
verned, before you prefume, with a ruda 
Hand) to difcompofe their regular and har- 
monious Motions. Know then, that Love 
and Honour are weighed againft each other^ 
in thefe nicer Scales, in the fame Manner as 
Truth and FaMhood employ the dull reafon*- 
ing Engines, which before took up your At- 
tention. And, as the fblid Judgments of 
your earthy Race are, meanly, determined 
by the defcending Weight j the afpiring 
Thoughts of our Etherial Sex always mount 
upwards, and follow the rifing Scale. It by 
now, no longer unaccountable to your faum-^ 
ble Admirer (anfwered the fubmiffive Swain, 
with a demure Compofure in his Looks) 
that your loftier Flights fb far tranfcend the 
Reach of us groveling Mortals. But, by 
what new Laws are your Opinions regula- 
ted ? Or, how is^ the Errour of your inverted 
Judgments corredled ; fince they move con- 
trary to the Rule of ours i The ill Condud 
we are under, in this Refped, gives you 
finall Caufe of Triumph ; (replied the En- 
chantrefs> fmillng) ' and is rather a Difgrace 
to the deceitful Guides, to whom our Un- 
* derftandings are reiigned^ 

^The 
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^ The Source of Palfion (continues ihe) 15 

originally implanted in our Sex ; as that of 

Reafon is in yoi^rs : The Former is derived 

to you from us j the Latter we receive iq 

Return from you* This Communication i$ 

performed by a mutual Attraftion betvireeq 
the Scales or the two Sexes^ imparted by 

the Touch, as they hang promifcuoufly to- 
gether. The attraded Ballances are, by tlji$ 
fecret Sympathy, engaged in a Commerce^ 
by which the Inclinations of the O^e are 
exchanged for the Opinions of the Other* 
Hence, the nobleft Defires, that raifc th^ 
Hearts of Men, are excited in theni by th^ 
elevated Scales of Women : And, the Er- 
rours of Women are to be imputed to the 
falfe Ballances of Men. The Love of the 
faithful Swain does Honour to the vertuoo* 
Nymph, who infpired fo bright a Flange: 
And the good Underftanding of the Nympln 
ihews the found Senfe of the Swain, hj 
whom ihe is beloved ,- while every Miftalse 
of the Fair One betrays fome Favourite Cox- 
comb, lurking in her fleajt. Happy the Dif- 
creet Damfel, whofe Opinion is ruled by tl^e. 
enamoured Ballance of»a Philofbpher: Her 
Judgment, alone, is truly informed; while 
the reft of her mifguicled Sex are curfed. 

! with 
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with die Follies of Erring Lovers^ Incapable 
of direfting them aright. 
< The attentive Afiolfo (dius infiniaed by 
his skilful Tutorels) again turned his Eyes to 
the Circle of gjUtteriog Machines^ and (aw, 
infcribed on die Beam of a rifing SaUance, 
the celebrated Name of Ijemora. Her 
Lover was a warlike Hero, of great Hcmour, 
but moderate Underftanding ; which difco- 
vered it felf in the fdlemn Pride and In- 
fenfibility of this arrogant Beauty. He next 
perufed the Ballance of JacintOy iituated be* 
tween that of jikmfoy and Don Enriquez : 
The Rival Scales were tormented with the 
fame Paffion j the Nymph was diftraded be- 
tween di&rent Opinions. Donna Beatriz 
was nesct enrolled on the filver Beam^ to 
which was attached another litde Flippant 
Ballance, infcribed hes: Thefe correfpon- 
ding Charaders ^ithfully returned the gal* 
lant Sentiments of Don Felix^ and the mirth* 
fill Wit of his infeparable Attendant Gra^ 
ciofo. The different Accomplifhments of 
RodrigOy HemandOy FedericOy Ahares^ and 
Don ViegOy were (ppied by a iuitable Turn 
of Underftanding in Violantey IjMtay Eftelay 
Jjttdnday and Donna Ifabel. The £imed EU 
I 'vira artfully entangled a whole Clutter of 

Gallants: 
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Gallants : A Touch of the Ballaoce of Lope 
de Vega had infiifed^^ into her Scale^ the 
mingled Plots of his Three Hundred Come- 
dies J and given her fuch a Dexterity in In- 
trigue, as could only be countermined by 
the watchful Jealoufy, of her old crafty 
Gomez. 

* Among the lovely Machines, was placed a 
little mifchievous Inftrument of a Foreign 
Make, for which the Caftilian Language 
wants a Name ^ but, in its own Native Dia* 
lea it was termed. The Coquette. This de- 
lufive Damfel was Proof againfl the repeated 
Strokes of the Male Ballances, to which £he 
furoiihed a great Number of Subje^s for 
Madrigal^ under the mock Name of Ptf/1 
fums : The Variety of Opinions Ihe received 
in Return, perpetually effacing each other, 
made her y nderftanding refemble her Look- 
ing-Glafsj a fwift Succeffion of fleeting Ima- 
ges continually paffing over the Surface of 
it, and leaving no Impreilion. 

* Apart from the reft, there were feparatc 
Aflemblies of untouched Ballances, fenced 
with little Grates from the deceitful Scales 
of the other Sex, Thefe Veftal Ballances 

I were filled with Seraphick Emptinefs j but, 

had 
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hsA not any Ideis lodged in th6m, exeept 
fich as they received by Stealth. 

^ Tfte prying Aftolfo at length difcovered his 
tJfarday amicfft the Silver Nymphs ; and, by 
his skilftll Addrefs, Irictined her in hi^ Fa- 
vouir : But (whether through the Levity of 
the Ballance, or the Malice of the Genie 
diat direjS:ed it) the Scale remained not long 
in the lame favourable Pofition. This dbne^ 
he rctifed, regardlefs of her Chaiige, and 
proudly (atisfied to have enjoyed the utmoii 
Happiiiefs the Fates allow a Lover, by enga* 
ging the Heart of his Miftrefs for one glo* 
rious Moment. 

* This important Affair difpatched, he had 
now Lelfure to e}camine the Ballances of 
Poets, and other fanciful Writers, who deal in 
Works of Wit and Gallantry. To the Re- 
gulations, he made amongfl our Countrey^ 
Genies, we owe feveral of the moft firiiflie^ 
Pieces his Age produced. This handy Cri- 
tick obferving a Set of odd Weights, flam- 
ped with the fantaftlck Images of Amadn de 
Gauk and the numerous Heroes of his Li- 
neage, he gave Them a Tofs into the Scale 
of iMjffiel de QrvantCf ; from whence there 
inftantly leaped out the Figure of an armed 
f Knight, whofe odd Appearance ihook the 

Genies 
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* Genies with unextinguilhable Laughter, and 
' made the whole Teraple ring with Ap» 
'phofe. 

' While 4^o//o was thus employed, his Guide 
' admonished him, that the Time limited fm 
' his flay in the Temple was expired. He re- 
' tired with much Regret ; havmg fpent all 
' the precious Moments in oblerving and ict- 
' ting Right the Ballances of others, and neg- 
' lefied the Opportunity of reftUymg his 
' own. 
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• hmiduSy iractauitu, inert, vinofm, amatory 

■ Nemo aJa firm eft, ut mm mkifcere foffit. 

Si tnodo adturii fatientem comnadtt aurem. 

HOR. 



I U R Minds are furniihed with a 
I certain Set of Affe^ioos, which 
I are not only the Tokens of our 
I Humanity, Init likewife requilite 
to the Perfeftion of our Nature : And, who- 
ever attentively coniiders Mankind in General, 
will find the faijie Train of Defires in the Heart 
of one Man, as there is in the Heart of Another. 
If a fingular Perfon happens to fall Ihort, or 
to exceed, in the uiiial Complement of Pat- 
fionsi his Soul is (in that RefpeS) to be ac- 
counted as Monftrous, as his Body would be, 
were the Members of it Supernumerary, or 
Deficient. It is likewife a notorious Defor- 
mity 
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miry in the Mind, when any Paflion grows 
out of Size and Proportion : Since Nature 
has given to the Soul a Symmetry of 
Affections, as well as a Harmony of Parts 
to the Body j out of which the True Beauty 
of the One and the Other arifes. • 

But, notwithftanding that Men are accom- 
modated with certain Paflions, peculiar to 
their Nature ,• yet, the fame Paflions have 
not an equal Degree of Adivity in all Per- 
fons, no more than the fime Number and 
Proportion of Limbs do give the fame Agility 
and Strength to the feveral Individuals en- 
dowed with them. 

Hence, chiefly, it comes to pafs that, while 
we all have the proper Springs of Adion 
witliin us, yet neverthelefs (thofe Springs dif- 
fering in their Force) We differ fo widely in 
our Charaders ; And hence it is, that parti- 
cular Pcrfons fo eminently furpafs the Gene- 
rality J Some in Vertues, and Others in Vi- 
ces : And, that Men of uncommon Excellen- 
cies are frequently hurrj^ed into no lefs un- • 
common Irregularities ; and that , on the 
other Hand, Men of moderate Vertues are 
not often guilty of exorbitant Vices. 

Vol. XL Y In 
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In (bme Men, the Paflions are like Ze^ 
phyrs ; and only fan the Mind gently : In 
others. They are ftormy Winds, that engen- 
der Tempefts, and often break out into 
Thunder and Lightning. Thus, Love and 
Refentment, and Ambition, only warm the 
Breaft of Ulfjfes ; but, they are Wild-fire ia 
the Heart of Ajax. 

To moralize thefe Reflexions ; I muft ob- 
ferve to my Difciples, That it is not in our 
Power to redify what is notorioufly amifs in 
the Make and Conftitution of our Bodies : 
Some little Blemiihes and Weakneffes may, 
indeed, be remedied by Medicines, Exercife, 
Diet, and the Skill of Surgery. But, the 
A£(edions of the Mind are very much at our 
own Difpofal; and may be brought under 
the Guidance of Reafon : So that, a Tem- 
per, not fo happily conftituted by Nature, 
may be difciplined into Regularity ; and 
there is a Cure in Philofophy for moft Dif- 
ordcrs in the Soul. On the contrary , the bed 
conftituted Mind may (through Negleft, or 
by indulging a favourite PalEon) become Mon- 
ftrous, by Degrees. 

Perfonsi 
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Perfonsj who are converfant in Books of 
Travels, and they, whofe Curiofity or Af- 
fairs have carried them into remote Countries, 
may obferve with me ; that Human Paflions 
play with greater Vehemence, in General, 
?.mo|igft a barbarous People, than amongft the 
Inhabitants of civilized Nations : Which fliews 
the Force of Difcipline. Where Nature re- 
mains without Culture, flie grows Wild 
and Luxuriant ; wliereas, in the Regions 
where Knowledge flourifhes, flie is modelled 
and pruned and embellifhed by the Care 
of Philofophers j who ipay be termed the 
Gardiners of the Soul : Neverthelefs, as 
amongft Barbarians^ the more enormous Vi- 
ces of Life always flioot up in foil Vigour ; 
io likewife ( as we may fee a furprifing 
Effort of Imagination in a rude Genius, 
^yhofe whole Performance fliall be faulty ) 
fo.metimes a manly Vertue rifes, even to 
Extravagance, in an uncultivated Heart j a 
Vertue, rather aftonifhing, than ufeful to So- 
ciety. 

In the Hiftory of the Tncas of P?r«, when 
the Two Brother-Kings, Huafcar and Ata^ 
huallpay fought againft each others the for- 
mer (through th^ Treachery and Unskilful- 

Y 2 nefs 
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nefs of his Men) was defeated. Hereupon, 
he fled with about a Thoufand of his faithful 
Subje^s, who had refcued him from the 
Rout of the Battle. Atahuallpa^ thinking 
he could ^ not Reign fecurely if his Brother 
efcaped, purfued him fo clofely, that he 
took him Prifbner : Whereupon , all the 
Followers o£ Huajcar dyed in his Prefence, 
either by their own, or by the. Hands of 
the Enemy ; refblving not to furvive the 
Difgrace of not being able to de&nd their 
King. 

Moft Perlbns, if they learch into Them- 
ielves, will find, that one Defire may want 
to be quickened, and another to have its 
Mettle abated j which (judiciouHy to accom- 
pliih) will require the moft unprejudiced 
Arbitrations of Reafon : It is very difficult 
not to be partial in fuch a Task ,• fince we 
are apt to encourage the more Preva- 
lent, and to difcountenance the Weaker, 
though perhaps the more commendable, 
Atfedion. Cbremes checks every faint Ten- 
dency of his Heart towards Liberality ; but, 
cannot bring his Judgment to lay the leaft 
Reftraint upon his Avarice : Thus, the 
fond Mother cockers up her froward Son 

m 
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in Headftrongnefs from the Cradle) till he 
grows in Time to be her Curfe ; while flie 
breaks the Spirit of the meek Child, and 
. blafts his tender Mind : Whereas, by a con- 
trary Management, both the One and the 
Other might have proved the Ornament, and 
the Comfort, of her Life. 

When I difcourfed ( in my Thirty Ninth 
Lefture ) upon the Regulation of the Paf- 
fions, in a View difierent from the Prefent, I 
illuftrated my Obfervations by a frejih Ex- 
ample, in one of our Countrey-women : 
And now, to return to the Vehemence of 
Temper, which prevails more or lefs amongfl: 
a People, in Proportion as they are more or 
141 civilized ; I fiiali conclude, with an In- 
ftance of the fatal Effeds of Paflion, in a fo- 
reign Lady. 

In a Letter Communicated to me, from 
Tetersburg^ dated the Sixth of February^ Old 
Stile, there is an Account ; That the Widow 
of Monfieur Lapogitiy (Brother to the For- 
mer Czarina) who was broke on the Wheel 
for having been concerned in the Confpiracy 
abetted by the Late Czarowi:z^ had put an 
End to her Life in a very extraordinary Man- 
ner. It will hardly be believed, when I re- 

Y 3 late. 
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late, that her Body was found half coniu- 
med by Fire in the Oven of a Bagnio, into 
which ihe had thruft her felf. The Letter 
adds, that ihe pafTed for onfe of beautifalletl 
Ladies in RuJIia. 
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•— Infiantem turbam n)iolenta procorum 
Gmditione fugat. — — — — — 

Ovid. 




AM pleafed) that I have now a 
Day of Leifure to promote the In- 
terefts of * Miranda^ and to for- 
ward the Pretenfions of her nume- 
rous Admirers. Ever fince I publiflied the 
general Banns between her, and the young 
Batchelours of GreauBritain^ I have received 
daily Letters from Candidates out of the 
City, the Inns of Court, the Liberties of 
Weftminfter^ as well as out of the Countrey, 
even as far as Northwnberland. 



* N<> 95. 



Y4 



I think. 



I think, I have ihewn my felf a very indul- 
gent Guardian ; and merited greatly from my 
,\Vard, by procuring her more avowed Lov- 
ers, than any yoiing Lady in England can 
boaft of : In a Word, flie is (through my 
Care) raifed, in a few Days, to the Summit 
of Female Glory ,• being, at prefent, the moft 
celebrated Toaft about the Town. Her 
Name out-rivals eveiy other Nymph's, upon 
the Glafles i while, amongft difierent Clans of 
Batchelours, flie is drank under different Ap- 
pellations. One Company fills a Bumper to 
the Rarity; another to the Nice Virgin: A 
Club of young Merchants drink to the Fair 
'jidventurer ; and fome Mafters of Veflels have 
transformed her into a Ship, and (over a 
Bowl of Punch ) wifli a good Voyage to the 
Speedwell. 

In fo great a Choice, Miranda cannot fail 
of pleafing her Fancy in a Husband ,• provided 
flie does not, too fcrupuloufly, infift upon one 
Imperceptible Accompliihment. I own, I 
am very Ambitious to bring this Affair to a 
fpeedy Conclufion: And- therefore, I muft, 
on one Hand, inform fome fufpicious Candi- 
dates, that the Lady's Letter is no Fidion of 
mine J and on the other Hand, 1 muft ac- 
ijuaint my Fair Pupilj th*t fome of her Lov- 
ers 
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crs give fuch Tcftimonies of the Sincerity of 
their Intenfions, that they have fubfcribed 
their true Names, with the Places of their 
Abode; and moft of them eameftly delire, 
that Miranda would condefcend to let them 
know, under what Diredions they may ap- 
pear before her j or, in what Manner ihe will 
be pleafed to reveal her felf to Them. 

Miranduf addrefles himfelf, To the dear M/- 
randa , beneath the Willow ; Strephon^ of the 
Inner-Temple, thinks himfelf fitly qualified 
at prefent ; but, defires the Lady to be expe- 
ditious in determining her Choice, becaufe he 
is upon the Verge of Six and Twenty ; J. C. 
propofes a young Countrey Novice, and offers 
to be bound for his Virginity : Mrs. Anne 
JAeanwell pleads for her Coufin Alcxify a very 
young, hopeful Widower ; and offers feveral 
weighty Reafons to remove fAiranda^s Preju- 
dices on that Account ; and, at the fame 
Time, defires I would recommend her to 
fome Widower, who will accept of a nota- 
ble Houfe-wife with a very fmall Fortune, 
A Captain of a Man* of War writes from on 
Board his Ship, and engages to take the Tre^ 
tender in a few Days^ hoping the Gallan- 
try of the Adion, together with the confide- 
rable Reward, may defeat all his Rivals. 

I fhould 
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I ihould not have Room, in the Compafs df 
this Paper, even to hint at the Merits and 
Propofals of the ftveral Candidates / and, tb 
print their Letters would be an endiefe At- 
tempt. Neverthelefs, as One of the Epiftles 
is very fingular (upon fuch an Occafion) I ihall 
give 'Miranda the Diverfion of reading it En- 
tire ; and, were I not fatisfyM of her good 
Senfe, I Ihould be apt to imagine this Gentle- 
man bids faireft for Succefs. 

London^ Feb. 19. 17 j8. 

Mr.FREE-TklNKER, 

^ T A M a young Batchelour ; and have had 

* X the Education of a Gentleman : But, I 

* cannot boaft of any other Qiialifications, 

* which Miranda requues in a Husband. And 
^ yet. Sir, I ftand Candidate ; and bid Defi- 
5 ance to all my dull Rivals. 

^ I like the Lady's Wit and Mettle j flie muft 
^ needs be a lively Lafs ,• and I demand no Fa- 
^ vour, but a Free Accek^ to be the Happy 
^ Man. I know the World too well to value 

* my felf, either upon my Modefty, or my 
^ Good Nature : And I have too refined a 
^ Tafte of Life, to pretend to Sobriety and 
^ Iiiduftry, But then, I am a compleat Ma- 

' fter 
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« fter of Infinmtion j and I can feign a PalGon 

* fo well, that it Ihill fcven furpafs Nature. I 
' am likewife skilled in Palmeftry, and know 
t how to wheedle the GhamBer-Mald. 

* Thefe, Sir, are the Accompliihrnents, ^ 
« which I doiibt not of gaining a Lady, who 

* has her Fortune in her own Hands. ' I am 

* already in Extafy ! Ahd aih my deir Mr- 

* randans moft faffionatfc Lover, and devoted 

t Slave, 

Bob Smart. 

I have only one Particular more to add, in 
order to procure a right Underftanding be- 
tween my Ward and h6r Suiters. Several df 
them complain, that flie has not vbuchfaffed 
to give the Publick any iatisfa^ory Notices 
concerning her Perfon j and that, flie likewife 
does not promife on her Part, to produce ahy 
Teftimony of her felf being duly qualifyVI 
to make a Good Wife. This Omiflion has 
put Mr. R. L. upon addrefling the following 
Verfes to her j that ihe may fee, Batchelours 
as hard to be pleafed, as Maids. 



To 
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To MIRANDA. 

vF eVr /fnr tfe Snsfe I^ 
Be This AeVUidcf mj Wife. 

A BantfJs tg tft— f .^rt, comfkgt ; 
Wim^fnmherTaUtfmf^nut^ 
jy gpidem T^ cem difpife^ 
Jbd 9em mBnOtmty bm her Eyes. 
&p44emded, m her Eyes^fieM meet 
V^n^LneoKdJperidugJfki 
'iM> n ^ JimpledSmSet be feem 
'A mdefly with « Aearfd^ Mien. 
AsTaafu fitd m lAt4ickVlacey 
Her Speech let proper Sletice grace. 

Uer Gmverfatkm ever free 
From Cenfure, as fiom Levitj : 
An UttdiJfemUed hmocemey 
Jsjot apt to ghXy or tahy Offence. 

Nor 



N°I0J T)&«Free-Thinker. J49 

Nor fond of QmpUmentt, tm Rude; 

Not a Coquette, mr jet a Pnuk. 

Averfe to wimton Seremdei ; 

Nor fleai'd with Midmgbt Mafynerada, 

The Vertue!, that her Sex adom. 

By Honour guarded, not b] Scorn. 

Not Suferftitiom, nor Prof toe i 

But, in Religion, greatl) Plain. 

To fuch a Virgin, fuch a Wife, 
1 give my tine -, I give toy Life. 



JJQ T1!*Free-Thinker. N°io4 
N° 10^ fridifj/, March ip. 1718. 
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PiND. 



JT is furprifing to confider, how 

b Local national Chara&ers are, and 

^ how deeply engrained in the loha- 

jg bitants of the different Parts of 

the Earth j as if the very Climates had as 

powerful an Influence over the Qualities of 

Men, as they are known to have over the 

Vertues of Plants. The introducing of a 

New Race into a Cojipfrey (an. Experiment 

frequently made by the Irruptions of the 

Northern Nations into the Roman Empire ) 

confirms this Obfervation: The native Cuf- 

toms, Manners, and Tempers of thofe Northern 

Swarms were, by degrees, affimilatcd to thofe 

of the People they conquered. So that, in 

this 
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this Refpeft we may refemble Men to Vines : 
TranfpUnt the One or the Other, and for a 
while they retain their Original Flavour : 
But, in Time, they degenerate or improve j 
acquiring the Properties of the Soil into whidi 
they are tranfplanted. 

Ciefar obferved of the Gaulsy in Relation to 
their Military Qualifications, That they were 
Brisk and Vigorous in an Attack ; but Averfe 
to Rally, when Repulfed : This Remark 
holds true in their Succeffours, the French j 
and will, probably, r.^piain fixed upon the In- 
habitants of thofe Provinces, fo long as the 
World endures. I wiih I could, with Juftice, 
compliment my Countreymen, by difclaim- 
ing in their Name the CharaiSer ( I fear In- 
delible ) which Philip de Coimnines has appro- 
priated to them* He obferves, that the E/jg- 
Ujh^ though they prevailed in all or moft of 
their Battles, and Warlike Expeditions, were 
perpetually defeated in their Capitulations 
and Treaties of Peace. Few of my Readers^ 
I believe, will think, that the Conditions ob- 
tained, upon the Conclufion of the Laft War, 
piay be urged to falfify his Judgment. 

From thefe Reflexions, I ihall proceed to 
the Third General Head of my Eighty-Firft 
Difcourfe i namely. That a Statefman fliould 

have 
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have, A ferfeSi Knowledge of the different In- 
tereftf of his Neighbours^ and what Relation they 
bear to the True Intereft of his own Nation ; to^ 
gether with a thorough Cotrtprehenfion of the funr 
datnental Principles^ upon which the Grandeur ^ 
Glory y ondHappinefs of the Community^ heferoes^ 
do really turn. 

To fliew, that we have fu0ered greatly 
tiirough the Want of this Knowledge, it will 
be fufficient to make fome ihort Obfervations 
upon the more remarkable Tranfadions of 
the Laft Age : During which Space of Time, 
the Two Principal Nations of Europe have, in 
their Turn, equally afpired to Univerfal Mo- 
narchy ; and England^ by a firange In£ituation 
of Counfels, has been equally fubfervient to 
their Defigns. 

In the Beginning of the Laft Century, Spain 
was the moft Formidable Power i and almoft 
openly avowed her Intentions to enflave the 
World. Againft that Crown, therefore, did 
Qjieen Elizabeth bend her whole Force j and 
by the Wifdom of her Counfels was, at laft, 
enabled to fet Bounds to its unlimited Am- 
bition. But, no fooner did King James come 
to the Throne, than all the Reputation, we 
had acquired in the foregoing Glorious Reign, 
was eclipfed : The Cautionary Towns, Rame- 

Idnsy 
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*/w, Tlufhingy and the Br/7/ (which his Great 
Predeceflbur kept in her Hands^ as a Curb 
upon a New State of her own Creation) 
were fold, and delivered up, for a trifling 
Confideration ; notwithftanding, that near Six 
Millions of Florins were in Arrears. But, l^t 
this Overfight in Politicks be no Reproach to 
his Memory ^ fince the Confequences of it 
have fortunately remedied the more fatal Ef- 
feds of his Errours ,• by ftrengthening the Li- 
berties of a Nation, who, under the Conduft 
of the Immortal King William the Third, 
proved the Support of our almoft fallen Li- 
berties. 

For Nine Years together, was this blinded 
Prince deceived with the Hopes of marrying 
his Son (afterwards King Charles the Firft) with 
the Infanta of Spain. To promote the Match, 
what did he not do ! He difcountenanced all 
the Great Men, who were raifed by Qiieen 
Elizabeth for their Services againft the Spanifb 
Power i and at laft, through the cunning Infi- 
nuations of Gondomar^ he cut off the Head of 
Sir Walter Hakgh ,• who may, with Juftice, be 
ftiled One of the Greateft Men, not only of 
That, but of any Other, Age, He, even im- 
prifoned Members of Parliament, for only 
forwarding an Addrefs againft the Match. So 

Vol. 11. Z deluded 
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deluded was he, that to gratify the Court of 
^OiM (which had the Confidence to urge their 
Unnatural Propofal as a Condition for what 
they afterwards owned they never intended 
to perform) he fuffered his Son-in-law, the 
Uluffaious, though Unfortunate, King of Bo- 
bemidy his own Daughter, and Grand-Chil- 
dren, to be driven out of their Dominions ; 
and with Them he fuflfered, likewife, the Pro- 
teflant Intereft to decline in Germany^ and to 
be near utterly extinguifhed in France : And 
yet, all the while, he valued Himfelf upon 
his Skill in Negociation ; apd conftantly kept 
a greater Number of AmbaiTadours and fo- 
reign Minillers in Pay, than any Three Prin- 
ces in Europe have, ever fince, had Occafion 
to employ. 

The next Power wasFrtf/rcf, which (in the 
Memory of Man) attempted to enflave Eu- 
rope: And, with Regard to this Crown, the 
Condud of the EngUJh Court was yet (if pof- 
fible) more abfurd, than that I have now 
mentioned. France^ during the fuccellive Ad- 
miniftrations of her Two great Minifters, 
Hkhelieu and Mazarin^ had utterly extin- 
guiihed the Embers of her Inteftine Wars; 
and had not only reduced the exorbitant 
Power of Spain (already fufficiently weakened 

by 
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by a long War in the Netherlands) to a very 
moderate Degree of Strength ; but, likewife, 
afTumed thofe Defigns and Pretentions to £m- 
pire^ which Spain had long purfued in Vain* 
Then, furely, it was the Intereft of England 
to encourage the declining, and to curb the 
growing, Power. Our ConduA however was 
the Reverfe. We abandoned our Attachment 
to Spain^ when it began to grow too Weak ; 
and, at a Time, when we ought to have en- 
tred into Alliances for its Defence : And, we 
cultivated the Friendfhip, and ferved the Am* 
bition of France^ ip the very Jundure our In- 
tereft dire^ed us to be Jealous of it. 

No fooner was King Charles the Second fixed 
on his Throne, than he gave up a very advan- 
tageous Treaty of Commerce, which Oliver 
Cromwell had made with France ; becaufe it 
was tranfaded by an Ufurper. Whereas, all 
Leagues and Treaties, rightly confidcred, are 
National ; and, notwithftanding they are made 
by Ufurpers, the Obligation extends to Legal 
Princes, when they recover their Dominions : 
A Dodlrine which France (had the Treaty 
been to her Advantage) would foon have ex- 
plained to our Court. 

Z z Nay, 
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Nay, fo far have Treaties been confidered 
as National, that when a Sovereign has under- 
taken to break them of himfelf, his Subjeds 
have been exempted by the injured Prince 
from the ill Confequences of a War. And 
on this Foundation (that I may prove my Af- 
fertion) was the Famous Intercourfe (Jntercw- 
fus Magms) between England and the Nether- 
lands, made in the Year Fourteen Hundred 
and Ninety Five : In which it is exprefly fti- 
pulated, that fuch Towns fliould be exempted 
from the Calamities of War, as fliould not 
fiipport their Sovereigns in the Infra&ion of 
the Treaty. In the Articles of Peace, like- 
wife, concluded (in the Year Twelve Hun- 
dred) between PhiUp the Second King of 
France, and John King of England; the Ba- 
rons of each Kingdom were made the Gua- 
rantees of the Treaty j and were exprefly 
fwom to take up Arms againft their own So- 
vereign, in cafe he fliould firft break the Con- 
ditions. 

But to proceed ; to gratify the French Court 
yet farther. King Oyarkf the Second did twice 
(contrary to the Intereft of his own Crown, 
and the manifeft Inclinations of his People) 
declare War againft a Nation, an Alliance 
ivith wliich may be faid to be more evidently 

the 
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the Perpetual Intereft of Englandy than with 
any other Power upon Earth. He not only 
permitted^ but aflifted the French to arrive to 
that Pitch of Greatnefs, which all Europe has 
feverely felt, and lamented : He fent over 
Ten Thoufand Men to affift them in fubduing 
Flanders ; And, contrary to the Common 
Senfe of all Nations, he fumiflied them with 
Timber, Seamen, Ship-Carpenters, and Mo- 
dels, whereby they were enabled to rival us 
in Naval Power. But what lefs could we ex- 
ped from a Prince, who accepted a Penfion 
from a Countrey, whence his Anceftours had 
by their Swords exafted Tribute ! 

It would be needlefs to enter upon more 
Particulars : The Reader (who cannot be un- 
mindful of our lateft Errours) will, from what 
I have already faid, be convinced, that we 
have fiiffered abundantly, becaufe they, who 
have conducted our Affairs, have either been 
ignorant of, or (which is worfe) not wedded 
to, the true Intereft of their Countrey. I 
may, hereafter, aflign at leaft very probable 
Reafons for our grofs Miftakes in Politicks, 
through fo long a Courfe of Time : But, be- 
fore I conclude this Paper, I muft Remark ; 
that now, when we have a Profped, through 
the Wifdom of his Majefty, of recovering (or 

rather 
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rather of acquiring) fome Reputation Abroad 
by our Negociadons, and of purfuing the true 
Intereft of Great-Britain; the Oppofers of the 
Prefent happy Eftablilhment are the only Per- 
ibns, who can refled with Pleafure on the 
Mifmanagements of Former Times. And, as 
tfaefe Gentlemen have adopted, and conftantly 
profefs, thoie very Principles, which led the 
above-mentioned Princes into all their unhap- 
py Miflakes ; we have Reafon to imagine, 
that if ever They get into Power, they will 
again plunge us into Infamy and Confufion : 
For, the fame Tribe of Men, who have ruined 
our Reputation Abroad, have always attemp- 
ted to deftroy our Liberties at Home. 
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M)» Caw tot^ourt cmduifam mm 

Efpit, 

Ne dit fien aux LeSfem, qu* a foi-meme it 

»' 'iff dit' BOILEAU. 




HAVE now compleated Twelve 
Months in the Service of the Pub- 
lick : A Service, in which I find 

the Pleafure equal to the Fatigue ; 

fince my Correipondents from all Parts conti- 
nue to aflure me, that my Endeavours are 
neither Ineffedual, nor unkindly received. 
When I refled on the feveral Subje^s, I have 
treated in the Compals of this Year j I can 
ftill, upon a Review of my Labours, lay, that 
I am not confcious of the leaft Partiality in 
the Caufe of Truth ; and, that I have (to the 
beft of my Knowledge) reafoned concemin* 
the Interefts and Opinions of Men, in the moft 
important Points, with the fame Indifference, 



as 
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as if I had undertaken to explain £0 many 
Propolitions in the Mathematicks* 

I ihall clofe this Second Half-Year in the 
fame Manner, in which I clofed the Firft ; a 
Method, which will prove as convenient to 
my Difciples, as it is neceflary to me in pro- 
fecuting my Defign. The fame Reafon like- 
wife obliges me frequently to refer from One 
Paper to another. By tliis Expedient I am 
able methodically to refume, as well as to 
point out to my Readers, the Connexion of (b 
many different Subjeds, in the fame Order as 
if they were printed Confequentially. And 
it is by this Kind of General Index, that I 
hope to keep my Thoughts out of Confufion 
amidft the Variety, which is- expedled in a 
Work of this Nature, 

Having finiflied the Firft Half-Ycar with a 
Recapitulation of my Preliminary LeSiurefy I 
fhall only mention the Supplement to Them, 
in the Eighty-Fifih ^ Eighty-Seventh^ Eighty- 
Ninth and Ninety-Fir ft Papers ; which I have 

not yet brought to a Conclufion. Neverthe- 
lefs, while I profecute the Preparatory Work 
of reiSlifying the Heart, and opening the 
Mind, for the Reception of Truth ; I have 
ventured to enter upon Two main Branches 
of Knowledge, Religion and Politickr. 

Ifirft 
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I firft began to treat of Religion in the 
Twenty-Second Paper ; which contains General 
Notions of Superdition^ Enthiifiafni, Atheifm^ 
and True Religion. I have confidered the 
Nature, together with the Califes and Effefts^ 
of Superflitiony in my Thirty-fourtb and Fifty- 
Fourth Difcourfes } to which I have added (in 
the Sixty-Second) an Account of fome fuper- 
ftitioiis Omens phferved by the Ancients* 
Whoever has Recourfe to my Seventy-Pirft^ 
Seventy-Seventh and Eighty-Third Ledures^ 
will find the Subjeft of Enthujiafm handled iix 
the fame Method : And, to make thefe fepa- 
rate Ledures one compleat Eflay, I have con-» 
eluded them with a Palallel between Superfti- 
tion and Enthufiafm, in the Ninty-Sixth Paper. 

In the Fifty-Eighth Paper^ I firft attempted 
to open a Courfe of Politicks j which has beeit 
purfued in the Sixty-Fourth^ Sixiy-Ninth^ Eigh-^ 
ty-Firfty the Hundredth^ and the Utlndred and 
Fourth^ fo far as to initiate the Britijh Youth 
in. the General Principles of Internal and of 
'External Politicks : And, in thefe Six Dif- 
courfes, I have particularly endeavoured not 
to fpeak as a Speculative Statefman j but, 
to recommend only fuch Notions to their 
Confideration^ as will hold in Pradice. 

Some, perhaps, may imagine, that I might 
make a fpeedier Progrefs in . my more feri- 

VoL. II. A a ous 
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ous DilTertations ; Not confidering, what Lei- 
fure it requires to examine Qjieftions of a 
Complex Nature, as well as of the utmoft 
Importance, and to weigh their Good and 
Bad Confequences, before the Judgment can 
be equitably determined. Befides, I would not 
give the Enemies of Free-Thinking a juft Occa- 
^on at any time to exclaim againft it, through 
my Inadvertency : And I ihould be very forry 
to betray the Caufe of Truth in a fingle In- 
ftance, or to lead any One of my Readers into 
an Errour, through too much Precipitation. • 

Moreover ; my Fellow-SubjeiSls may eafily 
perceive, that thefc Papers are not written 
with an Intention to irritate, and by that 
means confirm, Men in their Prejudices ; but, 
to wean them gently from Partiality, and to 
familiarize them by Degrees to the Dilates 
qf Reafon ; hoping, that in time they may 
bp habituated not to ftartle at Common Senfe, 
but to ftand a Truth, as quietly as Horfes o£ 
the higbeft Mettle are brought to ftand Fire, 

I have hinted (fo early as my Third Paper) 
that many of my Ledures would require 
fome Attention, as well as 9, cool Head; a 
Notice I think not improper to be repeated, 
potwithftanding that I labour to exprefs all 
my Notions in the moft intelligible Language, 
and in the plaincft Method. 

I can- 






N^I05 Tl?;^ Free-Thinker, j6^ 

I cannot conclude the Year, without anima- 
ting my Countreynien, afreih, to ftand up 
with Refolution and Candour, for the fober 
Ufe of their Reafon in its foil Freedom j and 
to cherifli foch a manly Impartiality in their 
Hearts, as never to think an Opinion True, 
only becaufe they happen to like it ; but, to 
be ready to like it, becaufe it is True. And, 
I do ftill iniift upon the Validity of my Favou- 
rite Dodrinej that Superftition and Slavery 
can never tyrannize over a People, who are 
refplved to have their Underftandings in their 
own Keeping ; and that, fo far as we fuffer our 
Underftandings to be checked by any Autho- 
rity but the Convii^ions of Reafon, fo far we 
give up our Vertue, our Religion, our Liber- 
ties, and every fecial Happinefs, 

Upon this Account, it muft needs be b, 
very melancholy Reflexion to an honeft Man 
to confider, what numerous Advocates are re- 
tained againft Truth in this Nation ; and, with 
what Clamour and Outrage they endeavour 
to make us deaf to the ftill Voice of Reafon : 
This, indeed, would be a Confideration almoft 
infupportable to a vertuous Mind, had we not 
fome Gallant Spirits, whp have, of late, un- 
dertaken to plead the Caufe of Truth, with 
that Moderation and Force of Argument, 
Wjiifh has hitherto prevailed, apd in which 

aloflQ. 
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alone flie Triumphs. Truth Ihines out fe^ 
renely, like the Sun^ and calmly difpels thc^ 
Mills and Ckxids, that intercept the Rays oi 
Light : Whereas Errour, Blind and Turbulent 
in its Nature, prevails like a Tempeft, and 
lays every Thing wade, in Darkoeis and 
Uproar* 

The End of the Second Volume. 
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